Mr. Fontana,

Happy Holidays!

After the town meeting regarding the Bailey Avenue bridge project and our e-mail correspondence I have put together my ideas for the Bailey Peninsula. This pocket park is not only important to me but to my students as well and arguably much of Buffalo. 

It turns out “my bridge idea” is not unique at all, except the concept of removing two bridges.  Jill Jedlicka from BuffaloNiagara Riverkeeper brought to my attention four different large scale projects (Elk Street Corridor Study, South Buffalo BOA, Buffalo River BOA, Tift Street Arterial Study) aimed at brownfield reclamation and traffic flow in the immediate area of The Bailey Peninsula.  These plans include placing a road where the old train line exists within the next ten years. With a shrinking population, decreasing infrastructure makes sense. With few established parks along the shores of our Buffalo River, to destroy one does not.  

Option three will drastically change for the worse where Cazenovia Creek and The Buffalo River join…not only for people, but wildlife as well. Presently, when at the tip of the peninsula, there is a feeling of solitude.  This will be lost if the roadway is brought closer.  In addition, the bridges on The Bailey Peninsula are redundant.  The Buffalo River Bridge is 0.21 miles from The Seneca Street Bridge and the bridge spanning Cazenovia Creek is only 0.15 miles apart from The Southside Bridge.   

I urge you to take action towards utilizing The Buffalo River as the cornerstone for South Buffalo.  The post industrial history of this river is appalling, leaving a legacy that our children will likely still be dealing with.  The Bailey Peninsula is the first major confluence upstream from Lake Erie and therefore is unique and should be protected. The  fact that it has been altered, as has much of the Buffalo waterfront as the lead presenter pointed out, is not a reason to go ahead with option 3. The Bailey Peninsula provides a perfect case study for organizing the Western New York community around our watershed, embracing our schools, natural resources and civic responsibilities. Not to mention community use and wildlife habitat. Preservation of our green spaces is an important consideration.  Bridges are built to last nearly a century, shaping the communities they connect.  I hope this longer timeframe is considered when discussing our options.  

One gentleman at the meeting expressed concern for businesses.   I fully appreciate Buffalo is the second poorest city in the nation and we don’t want decisions to adversely affect thriving businesses.  One business represented at the meeting was Cruise Collision located at the corner of Elk Street and Bailey Avenue.  After the meeting I spoke with the gentleman that rents the location and he has concern over altering traffic patterns as much of his business is Bailey Avenue thru traffic.  I think most business on the north side will see similar traffic, and while moving from one location to another is undesirable, it can be done.  I believe only two businesses are at significant risk in terms of drastically changed traffic.  The Noco Station and Infinity Auto Sales and Service across the street would likely experience less traffic and depend on drive by customers.  The businesses on South Park would benefit as would all of Seneca Street  I think the strip on Southside Parkway including Mcdonalds and Delta Sonic would not be impacted significantly as the majority of the population lives on the south side of The Bailey Peninsula and an extra 0.1 to 0.3 miles does not stop a Big Mac craving or finding cheap gas and a wax job for your Plymouth.  I see possibilities for Noco to expand their business by taking advantage of the waterfront access. This property owner should be encouraged, maybe with government incentives to proactively expand their business to utilize the feature that makes it distinct…..its waterfront.  Finally, within a few decades both sides of The Buffalo River currently abandoned will hopefully have Big Box stores and new development.  The bridge located at the alternate sight will be a benefit to these areas in terms of straighter more efficient roads which was the vocal tow truck drivers chief concern.

I stumbled upon this park October 26th, 2006 with ten students, events since have changed my teaching career forever.  Visit http://orangethumb.fiskars.com/the_bailey_penninsula/  to get an idea of the resulting project.  Attached is a list of our accomplishments and the number of people involved.  When the man at the meeting said no one uses this park, he could not have been more wrong.  Not only do hundreds of students from four different schools maintain the park, but I have witnessed plenty of fishermen and boaters as well as families at this park.   A fact made more impressive by the sad reality that there is no easy access except to park illegally on the grass.

The replacement bridge would follow the old rail line directly at the base of Seneca Street off ramp.  Incidentally, this location is the halfway point between the other existing bridges.  The replacement would be roughly 0.55 and 0.6 miles from The South Park Avenue Bridge and Seneca Street Bridge respectively. This plan would require Elk Street be turned into a two-way street at least from Bailey Avenue with a traffic circle or light at the junction Elk Street meets The Exit ramp.  The resulting traffic flow would likely increase traffic over The Seneca Street bridge by a couple hundred people each day, and would increase traffic on Hopkins Street and South Park Avenue but I don’t think traffic patterns would change significantly.

My thought is to build the bridge along the old rail line, close the Bailey Peninsula bridges using signage.  See what the flow of traffic is first hand and then determine need.  Opening the bridges would be as simple as taking down the signs, and if it proves there is not a need, think what fourteen million dollars could do for the potential of The Bailey Peninsula pocket park, Southside Elementary or South Buffalo in general.  I understand it is not as simple as reallocating the money to another project, but building for the sake of building does not make sense to me.  

One of the last things I said to you was….”I just want this thing done right” and you said it will be.  I think the best way to assure this is to gather as much information from Jill Jedlicka, because from where I was sitting, she seemed the most informed person in attendance.  It also seemed to me she was not given respect from certain members in the audience and there should be a mechanism in place to avoid that.  I do not know Jill well, but am fairly certain she would choose human life over that of a fish or tree.  In addition, many times while the lead presenter stated he was simply stating alternatives, his body language suggested otherwise.  His worst example of this was  nodding in agreement with the tow truck driver when he exclaimed “What are we even here for?” as he left the meeting early with his raucous road straightening supporters.   

My job is to teach kids.  I have 100% support from my principal Patricia Thomas and all the Vice Principals.  Over twenty teachers from four schools have joined in efforts with one commenting “I have never seen anything like this in my entire teaching career”(25 years) on a Saturday morning when over 100 people showed up at 9:00 a.m. voluntarily to work in a park.  Assistant Superintendent John Fahey has shown interest by attending the meeting regarding the bridges.  He has also been actively involved with our tree planting efforts. 

I am certain we could get over 1,000 signatures, but I am not sure teaching kids to protest is in my or anybody else best interest.  I do not think it is my responsibility, or that of the schools to dictate community planning, but as an eight year veteran of Buffalo Public Schools I recognize the critical need of infusing our schools into our community and our community into our schools.  Not just a token gesture on one day when camaras are rolling, but 365 days a year.  I would hate one of the lessons my students could learn from this experience is you can work hard to beautify a place and government will just come in and pave it. 

Recently, I have become involved with a Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo Task Force concentrating on environmental urban problems and solving them.  

One of the difficulties we talked about is organizing the people and or organizations involved in these projects.  Another major topic was how to get kids and parts of the community involved.  I laughed to myself thinking bridges connect people, ironically the road connecting the bridges could end The Bailey Peninsula project, a successful model that could be replicated throughout the city.


I copied Superintendent Fahey and Patricia Thomas (Buffalo Public Schools),  Jill Jedlicka (BuffaloNiagara Riverkeeper) and Laura Fulton (Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo) because I will be looking for their support in opposing option #3 and supporting option #4….combining The Bailey Peninsula with the Southside Elementary campus moving the bridge west.  I also placed a few images at PICASA in an attempt to clarify the bridge location. http://picasaweb.google.com/AandKpics/BaileyBridges#  I will drop off a hard copy to Room 511 City Hall for Mr. Seyed Ghasemi before leaving town tomorrow.

Thank you again for your time….and Happy New Year,

Adam Hovey

South Park Science Teacher

