English (subject) Notebook Requirements

1. Students will be required to have a working English notebook (3-ring binder).  You may also use a series of dividers (within a large 3-ring binder), but a single folder is not allowed.

2. At the beginning of the English notebook (or English section dividers) students will keep a working Table of Contents, which will include:

a. The date it was given.

b. The Subject of the notes/assignment (i.e. Grammar/Literature or Reading/Vocabulary/Writing)

c. The name of the notes/assignment  (i.e. “Adverb Notes” or “Questions to Answer”)

d. The number of the assignment (next to the regular heading).  If notes require more than one page, make sure they are either stapled to the first page or individually labeled with the proper heading. Check on the board for the proper page number.

e. *If a student is absent they are responsible to check the ELA Table of Contents for their specific class and make sure their notebook is up to date.  (Students may be excused from regular bell work to update missing assignments when they are returning from being absent.)

3. Notebooks will be checked regularly to make sure that all the necessary information is enclosed.  

4. Part of a student’s overall ELA grade depends on completion/organization/neatness of the English Notebook. 

[**Include this handout  in the beginning of your English Notebook**]
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Welcome Mr. Brennan’s ELA Class!  I’m looking forward to a successful year.

Expectations:  Students will come to class on time and prepared.  Failure to do so will result in disciplinary action.  Students will respect the teacher, other students, and the school property.  There will be no food, drink, personal grooming, or electronic devices allowed in class.  All school rules must be followed.

Classroom Rules: These rules will be posted in the classroom throughout the year.

1. Students must be in their assigned seats by the time the bell rings with proper ID.

2. Students must bring all necessary English materials to class every day.

3. Students must follow instructions immediately the first time they are given.

4. Students may talk and move around the classroom only by permission.

5. Students must not hinder the learning environment.

If a student chooses to break a rule:  These consequences remain standing for one week.

1. First time: warning (recorded in permanent class record book).

2. Second time: warning (recorded in permanent class record book), student fills out My Action Plan
3. Third time:  Parent called, write-up issued, possible disciplinary action of administration.

4. Fourth time:  Parent, teacher, administration meeting/intervention.

5. Severe disruption:  Write up issued immediately, parent called.  Security called, student removed from classroom.  Administrative action is taken.

English Class Material

· 2 blank, spiral/bound composition books (for the Reader-Writer Notebook and Bell-work—LOOSE LEAF WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED)
· A separate Language Arts 3-ring notebook (or dividers within a main notebook)

· Pens/Pencils/Paper: come prepared each day.
In-Class Novels:  We will read at least TWO novels in class this year.  Students will be expected to either resource these novels from the public/school library or purchase them at their own expense.  Novels may be purchased from the teacher (usually at a discounted price).

Outside reading: (Refer to Academic Requirements of Reader’s-Writer’s Notebook.) 

Plagiarism:  This is a serious offense!  It will be dealt with in the classroom (automatic 0%) as well as with the administration.  Allowing someone to copy your work is also considered plagiarism.

If you have any questions or concerns, please see me for further clarification.

Good Luck!  May you have a successful year! (DO NOT TEAR OFF)
STUDENTS:  I have read this Classroom Rules and consequences and understand it.  I have also reviewed the Classroom Procedures and Academic Requirements.  I honor these requirements while in Language Arts Class.

Student Name __________________________ Signature _________________________ Date __________

PARENTS:  My child has discussed the Classroom Rules and consequences with me.  I understand it and will support it.  

Parent Name ___________________________ Signature _________________________ Date __________

TEACHER:  I will be fair and consistent in administering the discipline plan for Language Arts Class. ___________________
**** IMPORTANT****

PLEASE KEEP THIS IN SHEET IN YOUR LANGUAGE ARTS BINDER AT ALL TIMES,  Thank You.
Classroom Procedures

Entering the Room: 

1. Wait quietly in a line outside the door.

2. Enter the room quietly.  

3. Take your seat and begin working on bell work. 

4. Breakfast must be finished by 8:07 a.m. *

Exiting the Room:  

1. Students must clean and straiten their work space before dismissal.  

2. The teacher dismisses students, not the bell.

3. Stand next to your desk when told to do so, wait for the teacher to dismiss you by row.

4. Line up directly outside of the classroom in the order you were dismissed in and wait for the teacher

5. Walk quietly to your next class or, at dismissal, to your bus.

Bell work: 

1. This will always be posted on the board in the front of the room.  

2. Activities will vary and will usually take 5-10 minutes.  

3. Begin working immediately, use your text book or notes if you need help.

4. If you finish early you may work on other class work/homework, read, or write.

Class work:  

1. You may not be excused to go look for your missing notes/book/homework/etc. during class.

2. Class work can include: taking notes, doing exercises, writing definitions or sentences, etc.  

3. Unless told otherwise, this is to be done alone; you may ask the teacher for help if a specific concept is not understood.

Group work:  

1. You will work with groups of different sizes on different projects, each group member will have a specific responsibility and the group will receive a group grade.

Homework:  
1. All homework and quiz/test due dates will be posted at the beginning of the week.  
2. Many times there will be an opportunity to begin homework in class and finish it at home.  

2. Unless told otherwise, wait to pass in your homework until the teacher announces it.

3. Homework turned in late will be counted as half credit.  If homework is more than a week late it will receive only 10% credit.  

4. Late homework will not be accepted if it is incomplete. 
Quizzes/Tests

1. Quizzes will be held every Friday.  

2. Tests will be held at least two times a quarter.

3. All information on the quiz/test will be reviewed on your weekly guide.
Sharpening pencils:  

1. Students are expected to come to class with sharpened pencils.

2. One student may quietly sharpen their pencil at a time, after asking for permission.

In an emergency: 

1. Fire Drill—push in your chair and line up at the door, wait for directions to be dismissed (NO TALKING IN THE HALLS DURING A FIRE DRILL.)  

2. Lock Down—continue working at your desk, no bathroom/hall privileges.

Using the restroom:  

1. Only one student is allowed out of the classroom at a time to use the restroom.

2. You may not use the restroom after receiving a test, or during the first/last five minutes of class.

3. Bathroom privileges that are abused (used too frequently or taking too long) may be revoked.

Absent from class:  

1. Check your weekly guide first, then check the website for any class notes you may have missed.

2. If you do not understand what was covered ask the teacher.

3. You have the same amount of time you were absent to make up work (i.e. if you were absent two days, you have two days after you return to make up your work).

4. It is the student’s responsibility to gather all missing work and make up the work on time.  All class notes will be posted online.
When finished with class work: 

1. Write: create a rough draft, edit a rough draft (for your writing portfolio)
2. Illustrate a piece of writing

3. Read, read, read! (This can count toward your daily reading time.)

4. Do an extra credit 
Writing :  Research a current event (from the newspaper/internet).  Record what the main story is, what secondary stories may be, and your reaction to it. (Be sure to tell your source)  One page minimum.

vocabulary :  On the front of a 3x5 index card include the vocabulary word, an illustration of that word, and an original sentence using that work.  On the back of the card include the definition and your name.  4 per week maximum.

Favorite poem: neatly print/type a favorite poem with a picture that relates in some way
Checking out a reading book (from the class library) / Book borrowing rules:  

1. You may borrow no more than one book at a time.

2. Sign the date you checked out the book and the date it is due back (two weeks), your name, the name of the book you are checking out and the replacement cost on the sign out sheet for your class.

3. If you damage or lose the book, you must pay the replacement cost (cover price + $1.00 for shipping).  

4. You may not check out another book until you have paid for the replacement of damaged/lost books.  Students will also not be allowed to go on any class trips if they have not paid back the cost of a damaged/lost book.

5. You may keep a book for two weeks.  If no one else is waiting to check out the book, you may renew it once.

6. By checking out a book you agree to the Book-Borrowing Rules.

7. If you liked the book, you may write a few sentences on the Recommended List.  Sign your name, so other students will know who recommended the book.

Specific Academic Requirements

ELA Heading

All assignments/notes for ELA must have the proper heading.  It should appear in the upper right corner as  follows:

















(Name)__________________________









(Subject) ___________
Date_________









(Assignment w/ pg # if possible) ____
English (subject) Notebook 

1. Students will be required to have a working English notebook (3-ring binder).  You may also use a series of dividers (within a large 3-ring binder), but a single folder is not allowed.

a. At the beginning of the English notebook (or English section dividers) students will keep a working Table of Contents.
2. Notebooks will be checked regularly to make sure that all the necessary information is enclosed.  

3. Part of a student’s overall ELA grade depends on completion/organization/neatness of the English Notebook.

Reader’s-Writer’s Notebook—Refer to the handout that should be attached to the inside of your Reader’s 

Writer’s Notebook.

Bellwork:  Students begin on this immediately upon entering the classroom.  Different types of bellwork will be assigned (grammar/literature/writing).  Label bellwork Week # ( )  before starting with your name, class period, and date.   Bellwork is assigned Monday through Thursday.

Quizzes/Tests:  Quizzes will be held every Friday.  Vocabulary words, literary terms, and grammar concepts will accumulate for two week periods.  Midterm tests (every 4 weeks) will include the previous four weeks worth of knowledge.  The quarter final exams(week ten) will include a review of the entire quarter.  Study guides for each quiz/test will be given at the beginning of the week.

Writer’s Portfolio:   Students will be issued one composition folder at the beginning of the year.  If it is lost, students are responsible for the replacement of the folder and work.  Place all rough draft writing compositions in this folder for later review and final drafting.


Composition Choices: 
· Fiction (fantasy, historical fiction, science fiction, etc.)

· Memoir of an event in your life  (fiction or nonfiction).

· Nonfiction 

i. biography—life of someone else

ii. autobiography—your own life

iii. research a topic or person that is interesting to you

iv. approach paper for a novel you have finished (see the teacher for guidelines).

· Poetry (free verse or rhyming)

· Screenplay (movie/t.v./stage)

1. Ideas may come from the Reader’s-Writer’s Notebook, but the composition must be separate.

2. Record the date, composition description, comments (i.e. “needs better descriptions” or “finished”)

Final Compositions: Students must submit 2 final compositions per mid-term (every 5 weeks).

1. Process Grade—

a. Good use of time in class in developing a piece.  

b. Rough draft has been read by at least two peers.  

c. The composition folder shows that revisions have been made. 

2. Good lead (beginning) —

a. Grabs the reader’s attention. 

b. Gives direction to the story.

3. Appeals to the reader—

a. Holds attention throughout. 

b. Reader can identify or relate.

4. Clear focus—

a. Lots of detail about the central idea (“write about a man, not man” E.B. White).

5. Middle—

a. Makes sense and keeps the reader reading.

6. Ending—

a. Leaves you knowing, or thinking, or feeling.  

b. Ends as well as it began.

7. Use of words—

a. Clear and simple; not flowery or stiff.  

b. Good vocabulary (strong nouns and verbs, etc.).  

c. Not too repetitive, like “she said…”  

d. Balance of dialogue, thought, and description.

8. Feelings/emotions—

a. The reader is affected in someway: scared, hopeful, entertained, etc.

9. Flows well/consistent—

a. Makes sense, moves at a good pace, the mood/voice is the same all the way through.

10. Mechanics—

a. Appealing title.

b. Neatly written

c. Correct spelling, punctuation, paragraphing, and usage.

Reader’s-Writer’s Notebook—Your constant homework assignment!

BOOKS:  Keep a list the books you’ve read (you choose your own books), its author, how much you liked it (horrible, bad, good, excellent) and why on the first 2 pages
READING:  Read a minimum of twenty minutes a night per entry.

NOTEBOOK ENTRIES: Write a minimum of four entries every two weeks.  Notebooks will be due on Friday.  Each entry should include:






Date






Title of Book









Time read for






From page ___ to page ___

Your written response does not have to be in response to the book you are reading.  What you write should be what you want to preserve and remember; these can include your thoughts, reactions, interpretations, questions (about what you are reading or writing), or what you observe about the world around you.

If you are stuck here’s a few ideas:

QUOTE OR POINT OUT:  Quote a part of the book, your own writing, or something you heard or read, that you think is an example of good writing.  What did you like about the quote?  What makes you feel this is good writing?  Why do you want to save it?

EXPERIENCE OR MEMORIES:  How does this book make you think or feel?  Does the book remind you of anything?  What comes to mind?  What kinds of ideas does this book give you for writing?

REACTIONS:  Do you love/hate hate this book?  What makes you feel that way?  What reactions do you have to your own writing, the writing of your peers, or other authors?

QUESTIONS:  What confuses you?  What don’t you understand?  Why did it happen that way? (These questions can apply to the reading, your writing, or observations of life) What would you have done differently if you were the author?
DO NOT SIMPLY SUMMARIZE A CHAPTER OR STORY!!

Reader’s-Writer’s Notebook example responses are on the back...

	Example:  QUOTE OR POINT OUT
	Example:  EXPERIENCE OR MEMORIES

	John Doe
9-9-07


The Little Prince
20 minutes (p. 70-80)

“It is a little lonely in the desert…”

“It is also lonely among men,” the snake said.

I like this quote because it is simple, but it is still saying a lot.  I think good writers don’t necessarily need to use a big vocabulary to make a good story.  I think it’s a good quote because it can be lonely even when there’s a lot of people around, if nobody in that crowd of people is anyone you care about or if nobody cares about you.  I think that if you realize that sometimes in life you get lonely, but life goes on, it can help you handle those lonely times a little easier.
	John Doe
9-9-07


The Little Prince
20 minutes (p. 70-80)

This book sort of reminds me of what it’s like to grow up.  Because the little prince is brand new to Earth, he has to learn how things work: what’s good and what’s bad.  That’s how it goes when you grow up.  At first you don’t know very much about the world, good or bad.  But as you get older you start understand more.  Part of it’s bad, like death (the snake) and part of it’s good (the flowers).  You have to take the good with the bad, I guess, that’s life.

	Example:  REACTIONS
	Example:  QUESTIONS

	John Doe
9-9-07


The Little Prince
20 minutes (p. 70-80)

I like to use this sort of writing too.  For one I like when there is some sort of mysterious character in a book.  The little prince is from another planet and thinks totally different than humans.  I like how animals and plants recognize that he’s different and treat him different from humans.  Maybe be humans have been mean to animals, and he hasn’t, maybe that’s why they’re nice to him.  I like the idea of learning things from the plants and animals.  Maybe the author’s saying we can learn from the world around us too, if we just pay attention.
	John Doe
9-9-07


The Little Prince
20 minutes (p. 70-80)

At first it confused me what the snake was talking about.  But then I realized he was talking about death.  Why does the snake pity the prince?  Is it because he’s so innocent and naive?  Why does the snake say the prince is weak?  I like it when the author leaves the reader to figure out some questions on their own.  I think a good book leaves you wondering about those questions after you have finished reading it.  When I write, do I give too much information?  Do I give nothing for the reader to wonder about when they’re done reading?


Sample reading from The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery (p. 70-74)





	…When the little prince arrived on the Earth, he was very much surprised not to see any people.  He was beginning to be afraid he had come to the wrong planet, when a coil of gold, the color of the moonlight, flashed across the sand. 


	“Good evening,” said the snake.


	“What planet is this on which I have come down?” asked the little prince.


	“This is the Earth; this is Africa,” the snake answered…”What has brought you here?”


	“I have been having some trouble with a flower,” said the little prince.


	“Ah!” said the snake.


	And they were both silent.


	“Where are the men?” the little prince at last took up the conversation again.  “It is a little lonely in the desert…”


	“It is also lonely among men,” the snake said.


	“You are a funny animal,” he said at last.  “You are no thicker than a finger…”


	“But I am more powerful than the finger of a king,” said the snake.


	The little prince smiled.


	“You are not very powerful.  You haven’t even any feet.  You cannot even travel…”


	“I can carry you farther than any ship could take you,” said the snake.


	He twined himself around the little prince’s ankle, like a golden bracelet.


	“Whomever I touch, I send back to the earth from whence he came,” the snake spoke again. “But you are innocent and true, and you come from a star…”	


	The little prince make no reply.


	“You move me to pity—you are so weak on this Earth made of granite,” the snake said. “I can help you, some day, if you grow too homesick for your own planet.  I can—“


	“Oh!  I understand you very well,” said the little prince.  “But why do you always speak in riddles?”


	“I solve them all,” said the snake.


	And they were both silent.





	





Grading Scale 





Bellwork 10%


Homework 40%


Quizzes/Tests 50%
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