Major Characters 
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The narrator 
The narrator is really the author, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. The reader hears his voice throughout the book as he tells the story of the Little Prince and of his own friendship with him. The narrator says plainly that he does not like adults, whom he finds too practical; instead, he prefers children, whom he finds natural and delightful. The narrator writes this story of his encounter with the Little Prince in order to deal with the sorrow of losing his precious friend. 

The Little Prince 
The novel is named after the Little Prince, who is a mystical and loveable person. He is the sole inhabitant of a small planet, which the narrator refers to as B-612. The Prince leaves his planet to visit other places and finally lands on Earth. In the Sahara Desert, he meets the narrator and befriends him. The narrator tells of his encounter with the Prince and also relates the adventures of the Prince on the other asteroids that he has visited. 

The fox 
The Little Prince meets the fox in the desert. The fox is a wise creature, which teaches the Prince about the essence of life. After they become friends, the fox asks the Little Prince to tame him, which is what he does. 


THEMES 

The Dangers of Narrow-Mindedness

 

The Little Prince shows the foolishness that goes along with an incomplete and narrow-minded point of view. In Chapter IV, for example, when the Turkish astronomer first presents his discovery of Asteroid B-612, he is ignored because he wears traditional Turkish clothing. Years later, he makes the same presentation wearing European clothing and receives resounding acclaim. Because the three-petaled flower described in Chapter XVI has spent its whole life in the desert, it incorrectly reports that Earth contains very few humans and that they are a rootless, drifting people. 

 

Even the main characters of The Little Prince have their moments of narrow-mindedness. In Chapter XVII, the narrator confesses that his previous description of Earth focused too much on humans. In Chapter XIX, the little prince mistakes the echo of his own voice for that of humans and falsely accuses humans of being too repetitive. Such quick judgments, the story argues, lead to the development of dangerous stereotypes and prejudices. 

 

For the most part, The Little Prince characterizes narrow-mindedness as a trait of adults. In the very first chapter, the narrator draws a sharp contrast (difference) between the way grown-ups and children view the world. He shows grown-ups as unimaginative, dull, superficial, and stubbornly sure that their limited perspective is the only one possible. He shows children, on the other hand, as imaginative, open-minded, and aware of and sensitive to the mystery and beauty of the world.

 

In the story's opening pages, the narrator explains that grown-ups lack the imagination to see his Drawing Number One, which represents a boa constrictor swallowing an elephant, as anything other than a hat. As the story progresses, other examples of the blindness of adults emerge. 
The little prince represents the open-mindedness of children. He is a wanderer who restlessly asks questions and is willing to engage the invisible, secret mysteries of the universe. The novel suggests that such inquisitiveness is the key to understanding and to happiness. However, The Little Prince shows that age is not the main factor separating grown-ups from children. The narrator, for example, has aged enough to forget how to draw, but he is still enough of a child to understand and befriend the young, foreign little prince.

 

Enlightenment (deep understanding) through Exploration 

 

As the critic James Higgins points out, each of the novel's main characters hungers both for adventure (exploration of the outside world) and for introspection (exploration within himself). It is through his encounter with the lost prince in the lonely, isolated desert that the friendless narrator achieves a newfound understanding of the world. But in his story of the little prince's travels, Saint-Exupéry shows that spiritual growth must also involve active exploration. The narrator and the prince may be stranded in the desert, but they are both explorers who make a point of traveling the world around them. Through a combination of exploring the world and exploring their own feelings, the narrator and the little prince come to understand more clearly their own natures and their places in the world.

 

Relationships Teach Responsibility

 

The Little Prince teaches that the responsibility demanded by relationships with others leads to a greater understanding and appreciation of one's responsibilities to the world in general. The story of the prince and his rose is a parable (a story that teaches a lesson) about the nature of real love. The prince's love for his rose is the driving force behind the novel. The source of the prince's love is his sense of responsibility toward his beloved rose. When the fox asks to be tamed, he explains to the little prince that investing oneself in another person makes that person, and everything associated with him or her, more special. The Little Prince shows that what one gives to another is even more important than what that other gives back in return.

 

Motifs 

 Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, or literary devices that can help to develop and inform the text's major themes.
Secrecy 

 

At the heart of The Little Prince is the fox's bold statement that “[a]nything essential is invisible to the eye.” All the characters the little prince encounters before coming to Earth eagerly and openly explain to him everything about their lives. But the little prince finds that on Earth, all true meanings are hidden. The first character to greet him on Earth is the snake, who speaks only in riddles. In the following chapters, the narrator and the little prince frequently describe events as “mysterious” and “secret.” This choice of words is crucial to the book's message. To describe the mysteries of life as puzzles or questions would suggest that answering them is possible. The fact that events on Earth are cast as mysteries suggests that they never can be resolved fully. 

 

Matters of Consequence
 

The concept of “matters of consequence” is raised several times in the novel, and each time, it highlights the difference between the priorities of adults and children. To adults, serious matters are those relating to business and life's most basic necessities. For example, the businessman who owns all the stars refers to himself as a “serious person,” an obviously ridiculous claim since he has no use for his property. Even the narrator expresses a claim that fixing his engine is more serious than listening to the prince's stories. However, the narrator soon admits that the engine troubles in truth pale in comparison to the little prince's tears.

 

Saint-Exupéry clearly sides with children, represented by the little prince, who believe that serious matters are those of the imagination. For the little prince, the most serious matter of all is whether the sheep the narrator has drawn for him will eat his beloved rose. 

 

Symbols 

Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colors used to represent abstract/indefinite ideas or concepts.
The Stars 

 

As a pilot, the narrator attaches importance to stars because he depends upon them for navigation. After the narrator meets the little prince, he finds the stars hold new meaning for him because he knows that the prince lives among them. The stars in The Little Prince also symbolize the far-off mystery of the heavens, the hugeness of the universe, and at the end, the loneliness of the narrator's life. The narrator's final drawing, which accompanies the cry of his loneliness, is of a single star hovering over the desert landscape in which the prince fell. In this one image, the presence of the star both highlights the prince's absence and suggests his lingering presence. 

 

The Desert 

 

The novel is set in the Sahara Desert, a barren place ready to be shaped by experience. The desert is also a hostile place that contains no water and a deadly serpent. In this way, the desert symbolizes the narrator's mind. Made barren by grown-up ideas, the narrator's mind slowly expands under the guidance of the little prince in the same way that the deadly desert slowly transforms itself into a place of learning and, once the well appears, refreshment.

  

The Trains 

 

The trains that appear in Chapter XXII represent the useless efforts we make to better our lives. The train rides are rushed voyages that never result in happiness because, as the switchman informs the prince, people are never happy where they are, they always want something more. Also, the trains rush at each other from opposite directions, suggesting that the efforts grown-ups make go against each other and are purposeless. Again, it is children who grasp the truth. They see that the journey is more important than the destination and press their faces hungrily against the windows as they ride, taking in the scenery. 

 

Chapter 1 & 2  Notes 
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The novel begins with the narrator explaining his earliest attempts at drawing. The message is that adults do not look beneath the surface of things; therefore, they are not able to see beauty or comprehend true value. It is obvious that the narrator does not have a very high opinion of adults. 

The real story begins in the second chapter when the narrator meets the Little Prince in the desert after his airplane has crashed there. When the narrator draws for him a picture of a boa constrictor eating an elephant, the Little Prince immediately recognizes it for what it is. The narrator is amazed and delighted that he has finally found someone who understands his drawings. 

The Little Price asks the narrator to draw for him a picture of sheep, a request that seems as mysterious as the little man himself. 
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The first two chapters set the mood of the novel; it is to be adventurous, but mysterious. After all, the narrator has had a plane crash in the middle of a desert, where he encounters a strange, but sensitive, little man who seems to come from a different planet and who requests a drawing of sheep. The tone of the novel is also set; the narrator respects children more than he respects adults. As a result, he immediately likes the Little Prince with his child-like simplicity and his ability to see beneath the surface.

Chapter 3 & 4 Notes 

As he converses with the Little Prince, the narrator closely observes his character traits. He seems odd in his habits, persistent in having his own questions answered, and a bit sad. He is also mysterious, refusing to answer any direct questions related to himself. The narrator, however, does find out that he comes from another planet, which is very small; he assumes that asteroid B-612, discovered by a Turkish astronomer, is probably the Little Prince’s home. The narrator then tells how most adults did not take the Turkish astronomer seriously at first; then when he dressed in formal wear and gave a formal presentation, filled with facts and figures, the people believed in his discovery. The narrator is again pointing out the hypocritical ways of most adults, who thirst for meaningless facts and figures and fail to see what is really important. 

The narrator says it is important to give the homeland of the Little Prince a name. Otherwise, he fears that no adults will take the Prince’s story seriously. They will, however, probably pay attention to a tale about a Prince who hails from Asteroid B-612. 
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During these two chapters, it becomes clear that the book will be about the Little Prince and the narrator’s friendship with him. It is also obvious that the narrator will not become omniscient, pretending to know and understand everything. Instead, he is vulnerable and uncertain, which makes him appealing to the reader.

Chapter 5 & 6 Notes 

The Little Prince reveals a few more facts about the planet from which he has come. There is a bad plant there called the baobab; if it is not destroyed when it is tiny, it will grow into a monstrous tree that could threaten the well-being of the small planet. As a result, the concerned Prince wants to know if sheep might be used to eat the small baobab plants before they become a problem. The narrator fully understands the danger of the baobabs and sees them as a symbol. Since he says they are particularly dangerous to children, he implies that the baobabs are like adults, who harm children with their prejudiced and narrow/strict way of thinking. 

The Little Prince again points out the small size of his planet. Since he is fond of quiet and simple things, he enjoys watching the sun set on his planet; since it is so tiny, he can watch as many as forty-four sunsets in a row. His fascination with the setting sun, symbolizing the end of the day and the beginning of darkness, is in keeping with his sad, solemn nature. 

Chapter 7 & 8 Notes 

[image: image5.jpg]


By the end of these chapters, the Little Prince has revealed why he left his planet. There is a special flower that grows on his planet, which is one of a kind. If anything destroys the plant that bears the flower, the Prince’s world will become dark. Since the Prince is worried that the sheep on his planet will eat the flower, the narrator promises to draw a muzzle for the sheep to keep them from harming it. 

When the Prince questions the narrator about the purpose of thorns on a flower, the narrator ignores him, for he is busy working on his airplane. The Prince is furious that the narrator does not consider his question important. Saint-Exupéry is clearly pointing out that people and their concerns are much more important than things, such as the airplane. 

With excitement, agitation, and tears, the Little Prince explains the importance of the flower to him. Although the flower, which symbolizes love, lends beauty to his planet, she is very vain. The Prince is greatly tormented by her vanity and exaggerations. For the first time in his life, he feels he cannot love something, for he doubts the flower’s truthfulness. He is so troubled by his feelings that he leaves the planet that he dearly loves. Now, however, he is concerned about the flower’s safety. 

While narrating his story to the author, the Prince criticizes himself. He thinks that he should have been more patient with his flower, refusing to grow angry with her. If he had been tender to her, rather than scorning her, she might have changed to be better. He feels terribly guilty that he had been too young to know how to love her properly. Through the Prince and the flower, Saint-Exupéry is stating that love needs to be nurtured with tenderness and patience. 
Chapter 9 & 10  Notes 

The meticulous Prince puts his planet in perfect order before departing. He cleans out the volcanoes and pulls out the last little shoots of the baobabs. When he goes to put a glass globe over the flower, to protect her, he realizes that he is close to tears at the thought of leaving her. The flower, sensing that she is the cause of his departure, apologizes to the Little Prince and says she loves him; he is surprised in her change in attitude, but he is still determined to leave. Although she seems less vain and begs him not to cover her with the globe, the flower still does not want the Prince to see her crying, so she sends him away. 

The Prince’s interplanetary travels begin; the goal of his visits is to gain more knowledge. His first stop is on an asteroid ruled by a king who claims he is an absolute monarch.  Wanting to be strong, he demands to be obeyed; but because of his basic goodness and gentle nature, all of his orders are fair and reasonable, and the people have no problem following them. When the king cannot produce a sunset for the Prince, it is obvious that his so-called absolute monarchy is shallow and vain. The king becomes symbolic of a vain, demanding, and hypocritical adult, who tries to be powerful, but who really only rules over his own narrow domain. 

Chapter 11 & 12  Notes 
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In Chapters 11 and 12, the Prince meets a conceited man and a tippler, both symbols of adult characteristics. The conceited man’s sole aim in life is to be admired; everything he does, he performs in order to gain praise. He wants to make certain that he is judged as the best man on his planet. The Prince finds this very confusing since the conceited man is the only person on the planet. Feeling he has learned nothing from this asteroid, the Little Prince departs in a dejected mood. Through the conceited man, Saint-Exupéry is trying to depict the pointlessness of the concern of humans to be admired and judged as best. 

The tippler puzzles the Prince even more. He drinks because he is ashamed, but the reason for his shame is his drinking. Through the tippler, the author clearly points out the faulty reasoning that mankind gives to justify their bad habits. 

Chapter 13 & 14 Notes 
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The Prince meets a businessman who is so occupied with counting stars that he does not even raise his head when the Little Prince arrives. The man is certain that if he successfully counts all the stars and writes the total number on a sheet of paper, he will then own all the stars. The Little Prince believes that the businessman is involved in a useless occupation, for he is so busy counting that he can not even enjoy the stars; and even if he did own all of them, he would be of no use to his stars. The Prince is glad he needs to take care of his possessions, watering the flower and cleaning the volcano; it makes him feel useful. 

Before he departs from the fourth planet, the Little Prince decides that the businessman is just as confused as the tippler; neither of them is able to stop their activity (counting or drinking) and enjoy life. Through the businessman, Saint-Exupéry is being very critical of men who love their possessions and wealth so much that they spend all their time accounting for them, rather than enjoying them and sharing them. 

On the fifth planet the Prince meets a lamplighter, whom he finds to be faithful and sincere in doing his job. Although he spends his life lighting, putting out, and re-lighting the lamp, he never complains and completes his work just as ordered. In all his travels, this is the only man that the Little Prince respects; he even feels he could be the lamplighter’s friend. 

Chapter 15 &16 Notes 

[image: image8.jpg]


On the sixth planet, the Little Prince meets a geographer, who spends all of his time recording the existence of rivers, mountains, and lakes that he has never even seen. The Prince thinks that it is tragic that he has so much information about the physical characteristics of Earth but never goes out to enjoy the natural world. When the geographer says that flowers are not really important because they are ephemeral, the Little Prince is upset; he regrets that he has left his defenseless flower alone on his planet. He promises to go back and check on her as soon as his visit to Earth is complete. 

With the geographer, the author is once again pointing out that adults do not take time to look beneath the surface. Although he thinks he knows a lot about rivers, mountains, and lakes because he charts them on maps and writes about them in books, the geographer really knows little about the world, for he is too busy to go out and enjoy it; his knowledge is really superficial and unimportant. A child who take time to splash in a river really knows more about that river than the geographer does. 

In the sixteenth chapter, the Little Prince finally lands on Earth; he describes it with child-like wonder, for he is totally amazed by its size and diversity. 

Chapter 17 & 18 Notes 
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The narrator begins the chapter by explaining that men occupy a very small place on Earth, even though they think they are very important. The Little Prince, however, has a very hard time finding any men. Instead, he encounters a snake, which has the power to harm the Prince. The snake, however, does not strike, for it judges the Prince to be too innocent and pure. When he asks the snake where to find them, the creature warns the Prince not to be occupied with finding men. Even in their company, the snake warns that he will still feel lonely. 

The snake has a very high opinion of itself. It tells the Prince that it can solve all riddles. It also explains how it has the power to bite other creatures and send them back to the planets from where they have come. 

As the Prince continues across the desert, he longs to meet some other men, for he feels very lonely. When he meets a flower with three petals, he asks her where to find some men who can keep him company. The flower claims that there are only about six men in existence. Her opinion cannot be trusted, for her thoughts are shaped by her limited exposure; in a similar manner, men with little exposure also have very limited points of view. 

The flower goes on to explain, from her point of view, why there are so few men. She says that since humans have no roots, their life is very difficult, and they cannot survive for long. Saint-Exupéry is obviously criticizing the fact that men often do not put down roots and establish firm values about what is important in life. As a result, they are blown across the hot desert of life, never knowing who they are or what they stand for. 

Chapter 19 & 20 Notes 

The Prince climbs a mountain, thinking he would be able to see the entire Earth. From the top, he is disappointed by the view and the sound of his own voice echoing back. With no other being in sight, he feels lonelier than ever. 

After descending the mountain, the Little Prince is shocked to see a garden of roses, which look just like his special flower at home. Both he and the flower had thought she was one of a kind, making her quite valuable. When he realizes that his flower is common and worthless, he lays down in the grass and cries. It is a touching picture of a broken-hearted little man who has invested all his love in his special flower. 

Chapter 21 & 22 Notes 
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When the Little Prince encounters the fox, they want to play and become friends, but the fox insists on first being tamed. He feels that a person can only understand the things that one truly knows; therefore, it is important to put time and effort into a friendship. After the Little Prince follows the fox’s instructions about taming him, the two become friends; in the process, the narrator explains the importance of friendship in a heart-warming manner. He stresses that true friendship is always cultivated, never bought. 

The fox teaches the Little Prince an important lesson of life. He explains that a person can only see with the heart, for eyes are often blind to beauty. Before the Prince departs, the fox wants him to go and see the roses in the garden again. When the Little Prince looks at them this time, he realizes that his own roses is much more lovely, for she has been tamed and loved by him. 

As the Prince departs, the fox says that he will always remember him and think about him when he sees wheat, for the Prince’s hair is the same color. The Little Prince knows he will always remember the important things that the fox has taught him. It is obvious that the fox has told the author’s own thoughts and ideas about friendship and love. 

In the twenty-second chapter, the Prince meets a railway switchman and questions him about why the trains hurry so fast and then never stay in one place. The switchman has no answer, for he feels they have no reason to rush. Saint-Exupéry is comparing the trains to men, who rush forward through life never knowing where they are headed and never being satisfied with the place that they find themselves. The Prince says that it is only children who seem to be able to enjoy life and feel satisfied with where they are; they can “waste their time over a rag doll...and if anybody takes it away from them, they cry.” The switchman agrees that children are very lucky to be satisfied with what they have. 

Throughout the book, the author places an emphasis on the innocence and purity of children. Since they are simple and inexperienced, children are not colored by the world and other people’s opinions; therefore, they are able to see below the surface to find the truth. Because of his keen appreciation of children, Saint-Exupéry has made his main character a little prince, filled with innocence and wonder. 

Chapter 23 & 24 Notes 

The Prince meets a merchant who has invented pills that will quench thirst. The merchant feels that the pills will sell well, for by taking these pills, humans will be able to save fifty-three minutes in every week, which they can use to be more productive. The Little Prince says he would prefer to spend fifty-three minutes leisurely walking to a fresh spring of water for a drink. Unlike humans, who rush through life and seek short-cuts to save time, the Prince is able to relax and savor life; he understands that pleasure comes from small things. 
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It has been eight days since the narrator’s plane crashed in the desert. He is frustrated because he has not been able to repair his plane, and he feels he is dying of thirst. The Little Prince also admits that he is thirsty. As a result, the two of them set out to look for water. After traveling for hours, the narrator feels sick and feverish; therefore, they sit down to rest for awhile. The Prince uses the opportunity to explain to the narrator how the beauty of a thing can only be seen with the heart, for it is often hidden from the eye. He says that what makes the desert beautiful is that somewhere it hides a well, and what makes the stars beautiful is that one of them hides a flower that is precious to the Prince. 

Chapter 25 & 26 Notes 

At daybreak, the narrator and the Prince find a well that is ready to be used. The narrator is surprised at finding such a well in the desert, but the Prince does not seem surprised. The reader is left to believe that somehow the Prince has planned it all. As the narrator works the pulley to draw the water, the Little Prince talks about the sweet reward of hard work. He compares a feeling of satisfaction over work to the warm feeling that a person has at Christmas. He also expresses the importance of little water of a single rose, repeating the theme of looking a thing with the heart. 

Even though the color of the sand early in the morning makes the narrator happy, he also has a feeling of grief; he seems to instinctively know that the Little Prince is about to leave. He becomes sure of it when the Prince asks him for the drawing of a muzzle to take with him to his planet. Since he feels that he has been tamed by the Little Prince, he has become emotionally attached to him and knows that he will miss him greatly. 

When the narrator comes back to the well the next evening, he is amazed that the Little Prince knows that the airplane is repaired and ready to fly, for he has not told him the news. He is also shocked that the Prince is talking to the snake about his poisonous bite. It is obvious that the Prince believes that in being bitten by the snake he can return to his star. 
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Once again the Prince talks about the importance of things that cannot be seen and reminds the narrator that he must always look with his heart. He then gives the narrator a gift by describing the stars as laughing. Now each time the narrator looks into the sky, he will remember the Prince and the laughing stars and feel happy. 

At the end of the chapter, the Little Prince optimistically talks about what is going to happen to him. He looks forward to again seeing his special flower and taking responsibility for her well-being. He then gently falls to the ground and dissappears. The snake has done his work and freed the Prince to return home to his star. 

Chapter 27 Notes 

The final chapter serves as an epilogue to the book. The narrator tells how he has searched for the body of the Little Prince the morning after his dissappearnce, but could not find it. He decides that the Prince has miraculously returned to his star. He then thinks about the fact that he never drew a muzzle for the sheep and worries about whether the animals have eaten the Prince’s special rose. When he thinks that the flower may have been destroyed, the stars seem to weep at the thought. He adds that only the children, not the adults, will understand why the survival of the rose is so important. 

[image: image13.jpg]


The narrator also explains that he has written the book in memory of the Little Prince, who has tamed him during their short acquaintance. Although it has been six years since he met the Prince, the narrator remembers him very well and is changed by his friendship with this little man from another star. 
 
ESSAY QUESTIONS

ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS BY: 1) RESTATING THE QUESTION IN THE ANSWER, 2) USING COMPLETE SENTENCES, 3) GIVING SUPPORTING DETAIL.
Chapter 1-6 (I –VI)
1. What is the author’s view of adults?  Why?

2. Describe the Little Prince and his home planet (in detail).

3. What is unusual about what the Little Prince thinks about the author’s drawings?

4. How is the Turkish Astronomer an example of prejudice/stereotyping?

5. Give some examples of “matters of consequence.”  Why do adults value these, while the Little Prince doesn’t.

6. What do the Baobab trees represent?  (Why does the Little Prince want to get rid of them?)

7. What does the Little Prince’s love of sunsets reveal to the reader?  Why might a sunset symbolize what it does?

Chapter 7-12 (VII-XII)
1. Describe the flower, what does it symbolize?

2. Why does the Prince leave his planet (relate it to youth & love)?

3. How has the flower’s perspective finally changed (when the Little Prince leaves)?

4. What does the king symbolize? Explain.

5. How are the conceited man and the tippler similar?

Chapter 13-20 (XIII-XX)
1. Give two reasons the businessman’s job is pointless.  How is he like the tippler and the king?

2. How is the lamplighter like the other men?  How is he different?

3. Why does the knowledge of the Geographer frustrate/confuse the Little Prince?

4. What does the snake symbolize?  What does he warn about finding men?

5. What is the author saying when the flower tells the Little Prince, “Men have no roots.”?

6. Why does the Little Prince cry when he sees the rose garden?

Chapter 21-24 (XI-XIV)
1. Explain how the fox says “taming” happens.  What does that say about friendship?

2. How does the fox’s advice about taming help the Little Prince view his flower properly?

3. What does the author try to say about the ways of man and the ways of children through the Little Prince’s conversation with the railway man?

4. What does the Little Prince mean when he says, “…what makes the desert beautiful is that somewhere it hides a well…”? (What does the well symbolize?)
Chapter 25-27 (XV-XVII)
1. What is the symbolic importance of a little water (or a little rose)?

2. Why are the stars important to the narrator now?

3. Why does the Little Prince let the snake bite him?  What does the snake bite do? 

4. Why won’t adults understand the importance of the rose?

5. What does the final chapter say about the nature of friendship?

CHOOSE ONE THEME, MOTIF, AND SYMBOL from The Little Prince.
You should take at least a half a page to explain each.  Be sure to include:

· Summarize the theme/motif/symbol you chose. 
· How you agree or disagree with the theme/motif/symbol based on what you see in the world around you.
· At least one direct quote from the book that supports the theme/motif/symbol you chose.
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