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From the Principal

Mrs. Vandi-Kirkland
Dear Parents and Guardians,
As the school year ends, I am so proud of the
achievements and accomplishments of the Houghton
Academy students. They have been made possible
with your support and through the dedication of our
staff, who work tirelessly to provide opportunities
for all our students to grow and learn. Your
partnership, as families, has been invaluable and I
am grateful for your commitment and support.
To the 8th grade graduation class – As you head into
high school, you will learn many life lessons on your
own. Just remember the following; Don’t be afraid to
fail, ask questions, keep reading and writing, be kind,
get to know your teachers, if you have a problem,
find an adult to help you, work to become financially
independent, trust yourself, and Believe you matter.
It’s time for Houghton Academy, #69 to let you
go. Time to let you fly. Time to share you with high
school teachers. We know you must move on. As
we always say, “Once a Houghton Academy student,
always a Houghton Academy student.” We are
proud of you. We know you will do great things!
For all of our other students, remember
learning does not stop at the end of the school
year. Take time everyday this summer to read and
practice your math facts. Use the myON reading
program to keep your skills sharp. Enjoy time
with your family and friends. The summers are
very short, so be thankful for each day of life.
We look forward to the new school year 201718 and the new program, “Character Counts;”
that will be fully implemented in the fall.
Have a great summer,
Mrs. Elaine Vandi-Kirland, Principal #69
Mrs. Mary Lou Reil, Assistant Principal #69

Congratulations to our eighth grade graduates!
Read their memories on pages 4 to 6.

HONOR ROLL

Congratulations to our Houghton Academy students who achieved honor roll status
for all of the first three marking periods. Job well done, we are very proud of you!
Ben Cryan........................................ 98.25
Sierra Marshall............................... 97.50
Cheyenne Garra............................ 96.00
Mark Bifulco.................................... 95.91
Caleb Garra..................................... 95.83
Abdul Mohammad...................... 95.75
Christina Costello.......................... 95.66
Serenity Rookstool-Woods....... 95.25
Sean Wanderlich........................... 95.08
Jeremy Senko................................. 95.00
Chyanne Easley............................. 94.91
Samantha Banks........................... 94.58
Anthony Easley.............................. 94.58
Emily Pokszywka........................... 94.58

Hannah Binga................................ 94.16
Mikayla Kaczmarek...................... 94.08
Emily Gamble................................. 93.91
McKenzie Wagner......................... 93.58
Emma Halbert................................ 93.50
Laciee Wagner............................... 93.50
Cylah Williams................................ 93.41
Hannah Becht................................ 92.50
Crystal Costello.............................. 91.83
Adia-Cray Carson.......................... 91.83
Dylan Garra..................................... 91.66
Devonte Sharper .......................... 91.50
Nijon Breggins............................... 91.30
Lillian Lopez.................................... 91.16

Congratulations Mr. Wiley & the Middle School
Math League!

Congratulations to Mr. Wiley, Mrs. Reese and The Middle School Math League for
taking first place in the 2017 Math League Competition. Individual scores had City
Honors taking first place but second place was claimed by Donovan Vanderwater
and third by Jeremiah Brown. The talent and depth of Houghton’s team enabled
them to capture the trophy for first place, besting City Honors a second time around
at the May 19, 2017 awards ceremony. All your hard work and commitment to math
has paid off very nicely. Congratulations everyone!
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Pre-K visits the
Buffalo Zoo

Student’s focused on different
animal exhibits and had
multiple opportunities for
sensory exploration. Their live
animal encounters surely put
a smile on their faces.

Kindergarten Foster Grandparents

The Kindergarten team is lucky to have three wonderful
Foster Grandparents through Catholic Charities. The students
and staff are so appreciative of the extra support and love!
Grandma Myra has worked in Miss. Healy’s classroom
for three years now. She helps students with meals and
daily routines. She also works with students in small groups
and one on one in centers. The students love to share their
successes and stories with Grandma Myra! Grandma Myra is
caring and supportive and she is loved by all of the students!
Grandma Vicky has been working in Miss Rizzo’s
Kindergarten classroom for three years. She is a dedicated
and helpful volunteer who works with students on a daily
basis. She helps to set up breakfast and lunch. Grandma
Vicky comes in with a smile everyday and we love working
with her!
Miss. Albert’s kindergarten class is so thankful for
Grandma Joyce Jordan. This year she has been helping the
class work on their printing and especially name writing.
Thank you to Grandma Myra, Grandma Vicky, and
Grandma Joyce for your dedication to the Kindergarten
Team!

Kindergarten
Corner

This spring has been
full of learning and
adventures for the
kindergarten students!
The after-school
kindergarten class has
enjoyed special visits
from Animal Adventures.
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Talent Show

On May 25, Houghton Academy hosted its annual
talent review under the direction of Mr. Danforth.
This year’s program featured students from grades 4-8.
The audience was exceptionally exuberant!
They witnessed a first on the Houghton stage…
a card-throwing act that amazed everyone.
The young 4th grader was able to sling cards to every
part of the auditorium including cards that flew all the
way to the top of the balcony. Also prominently featured in
the program was our wonderful Instrumental Music program
under the direction of Mrs. White. We heard the school band,
guitarists and a number of instrumental soloists. The headliner
for the program featured the talents of our beloved Math-teacher
extraordinaire, Mr. Wiley. His Gospel group PoPs, AKA Power of Praise,
opened the show. This inspirational group had the entire audience
clapping and singing along. Wiley led their closing number, “I’m so Grateful”
which is well known by his students who joined right in. We are extremely
grateful for all of the unbelievable talent at Houghton Academy.
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8th Grade Graduates’ Memories & Dreams

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I learned not to always keep
yourself isolated. I want to study biochemical technology. I will always
remember the friendly smiles. I want to thank my mom for being there
for me. I would also like to thank the Houghton Academy staff for
helping me better myself.

— Dakarai Adams

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My long-term goal is to be
a cosmetologist. My favorite memory is when Hailey J, Faith, and I did
cheer. Something I learned is that you can only trust yourself. Thank
you Mr. Wiley and Mr. Cusack. — Arianna Ball
I am graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is last
year’s school dance. I thank all the teachers for helping me get where
I am. Something I learned, don’t let anyone get in your way of achieving
your goals. My long-term goal is to either own my own babysitting
company or be a baker. — Giavonna Beal
I’m graduating from Houghton academy! I’m thankful for Mr. Cusack.
I don’t know if I would have gotten through this year without him.
My favorite memory is when I got a 100% on a long math test. I learned
there is no such thing as a true friend and you are better off alone.
My long-term goal is to be happy for eternity. — Hannah Becht
I’m graduating from Houghton! My favorite memory is when my friends
and I were playing ball on the basketball team, meeting people, and
trying new things. My long-term goal is to go to high school and get
good grades. Thank you to all my teachers for guiding me through
school for eight years. — Gavin Benedict
I’m graduating from Houghton! My favorite memory is the overnight
camping trip. I did all the offered activities such as the web, predator
& prey, and camp making. My long-term goal is to be an engineer.

I learned that the harder you try, the farther you go in life. Thank you
Mr. Wiley, Mr. Cusack, Mr. Benson, Mrs. Cavanaugh, and the Houghton
Academy staff.

— Jeremiah A. Brown

I’m graduating this year! I’m proud of how far I have gotten. I will miss
all the great teachers that helped me get this far. One of my favorite
memories is when I helped with the school play. Something I learned
is to be a supportive person and to be there for people. My long
term-goal is to keep working on my skills. I want to thank my teachers
and classmates for being there for me and making me smile and laugh.

— Agustin Burgos De Jesus

I’m from the class of 2017 and graduating from Houghton! My long-term
goal is to be successful. My favorite memory is hanging out with the
people who did not switch up on me! I learned Y=MX+B. I want to say
thank you to all the teachers, but a shout out to Mr. Cusack. He is
the most real teacher out there. — Marisa Carrero
I am graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is
when my friend got in trouble for hopping on the desk. My long
term-goal is to be a veterinarian. Thank you to all the teachers for
helping me do my best. — Rahnelle Carter
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy. I am now ready for the next
step, which is high school. A memory that I will always remember is
Mr. Wiley, my peers and I, going to the opera. What I learned the most is
math from Mr. Wiley. My long-term goal is to graduate from high school
and college. I would like to have two great careers-a funeral director and
a lawyer. Thank you to all of the teachers that taught me from the 5th
to 8th grade and for helping me to move on. — Austin Core
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I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! Thank you to all the teachers
who taught me well. I learned to be more comfortable with people and
myself. I have gained confidence. My favorite memory is when my best
friend and I were rolling in an empty garbage can in the science room.
My long-term goal is to be a successful chef. — Lisette Dean

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memories are
the school dances. I learned that not everybody is your friend and
some people are fake. My long-term goal is to graduate from high
school and to be successful in life. Thank you to all the teachers that
have taught me. — Patasia Jenkins

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I am passing 8th grade;
I cannot believe it! I want to thank all my teachers and a good friend,
Mrs. Cavanaugh. My favorite memory is finding the one I love and
I am happy. I make my family happy. I am one-step closer to my goal.

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is coming
to Houghton Academy in 5th grade. I have learned that no matter what
happens you have to push forward. My long-term goal is to finish high
school and graduate from college. Thank you to all the teachers that
had to put up with me for all these years and teaching me everything,
I know.

— Aaren Fisher

Yesss, I did it! My favorite memory is the first day I came to Houghton
Academy. I learned that if you can do something bad you could learn
from it. My long-term goal is to make something of my life. I want to
say thank you to all the teachers. Y’all really helped me.

— Lavonna Gaines

I am graduating from Houghton Academy! I would like to thank all my
teachers. My favorite thing I did here was play football outside. I learned
that I should always try my hardest. I had a great time with my friends.

— Caleb Garra

I’m graduating from Houghton! My favorite memory is having my four
best friends with me through 3rd-8th grade. My long-term goal is to
be successful. Something I learned is the slope intercept form. Lastly,
I would like to thank Mr. Wiley and Mr. Cusack for preparing me for
the future and helping me grow as a person. — Cheyenne Garra
I am graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is
when I was in 1st grade and got to bring my puppy for show and tell.
My long-term goal is to become a well-known officer of the law.
I want to thank all the teachers, especially Mr. Cusack for teaching
me about WWll. — John Gerace
I am graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is
spending time with all of my friends and the fun things we did together.
My long-term goal is to be a veterinarian. Thank you to all of the
teachers for everything you did for me. — Haley Gerlach
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I would like to thank
Mr. Cusack for being an amazing teacher. A big shout out to Mrs. Spinks
for always getting me out of trouble. My favorite memories are of our
school dances. — April Hamilton
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I cannot even choose a
favorite memory, I honestly love being with my friends and my teachers
every day. I’m not sure what I want to be when I grow up, but I know
that I will use everything I learned here to help me when I get there.
I want to thank all my teachers for helping me through the ups and
downs. Thank you. — Asia Hughes
I’m Graduating from Houghton Academy! My long-term goal is to go
to the NFL or the Marines. I want to thank my mom for everything
she does for me. I learned a lot from Mr. Wiley and Mr. Benson. I learned
to control my anger and fix my grades. I also want to thank Mrs. Reese,
Mrs. Cavanaugh, and Mr. Cusack for helping me focus on my
schoolwork. Thank you for helping me be a better person.

— Isaiah Jean-Pierre

— Autumn Rain John-Parks

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My long-term goal is to fulfill
my dream of becoming a criminal investigator. Something I learned is
not to be a bully. My favorite memory is when Arianna Ball and I were
talking in the technology room and five seconds later Arianna’s feet
were in the air. That was funny. I am thankful for Mr. Cusack and for all
the great friends I have made throughout these years. Thank God,
I’m leaving and can go to high School. — Hailey Joy
Finally, I am graduating from Houghton Academy! It has been a life-long
dream; it is something I have worked for. My favorite memory is when
I went overnight camping in the 7th grade. We went for a hike at night.
It was exciting. My long-term goal is to graduate from college and be
drafted into the NBA. I want to thank Mr. Wiley, Mrs. Reese, Mr. Cusack,
Mrs. Cavanaugh, and Mr. Benson (I hope you feel better). I learned with
hard work and determination, you can go far in life. Thank you Mrs.
Reese and Mr. Wiley for showing me my true potential.

— Pharez Lackerson

I’m graduating from Houghton! My long-term goal is to go to college
and get a good job. My favorite memory is when I was little and I was
always excited to see and talk to my friends on the bus. Something
I learned, never trust anyone no matter how long you have known them.
I’m thankful for leaving Houghton. — Autumn Locke
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is when
I started the school year and did not really believe in myself. Now I know
I can do the things that I am good at. I continually heard the teachers
saying, “You can do it!”

— Ebony McMillan

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is the
school dance. Something I learned this school year is to trust no one.
I would especially like to thank Mr. Cusack for believing in me.

— Leah Miller

I am graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is
always doing dumb things in the hallways and teachers catching me.
My long-term goal is to become a well-known figure skater. I want
to thank Mr. Cusack for being there for me and helping me through
everything. — Emeila Oaks
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I’m surprised how fast this
year went. I would like to thank Mr. Cusack, Mr. Wiley, Mrs. Cavanaugh,
AJ, my mom and friends. I learned a lot from this school. My goal is to
make my video viral. My favorite memory is when we went overnight
camping in 7th grade. — Michael Ozoria
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I’m graduating from Houghton! My favorite memory is when my best
friend and I went on a field trip together and we took a sample of our
DNA. My long-term goal is to be a famous poet. I learned to be more
comfortable with myself. Thank you Mr. Mountain for making me smile
and laugh. — Trinity Peay
I’m graduating from Houghton! My favorite thing about school are the
teachers. They helped me to be where I am today. I know I can be who
I want to be. — Archie Powell
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My long-term goal is to be an
animator. Something I learned is if things around you are bad, you still
have to be good. — Ocian Price
I am graduating from Houghton Academy! My first 8 years of schooling
are almost over, I feel like my high school years are here. I want to thank
the staff at Houghton Academy for helping me get through both the
easiest and the hardest times in my life so far. My great memory of this
school has been meeting new people. In my future, I hope to be an
architect. I would also like to help me friends and family so they never
have to struggle. — Elijah Ray
I am graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memories are
the school dances. My long-term goal is to become a lawyer or a
teacher. I learned that my education is important. I want to thank all
my teachers from pre-k to 8th grade for helping me get this far.

— Jeremy Ridgeway

Now that I am graduating from Houghton Academy, it feel great! When
I first got here, I had no friends. Over the years, I made friends that are
now my brothers. I could never have met a better group of people!
These boys have been there for me, never against me. I am going to
miss them. Thank you to the teachers that stood by me. One day I
would like to become a businessperson. — Ronald Riley
I am graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is
when I came here, to Houghton Academy, and made new friends.
My long-term goal is to graduate high school and go to college. I want
to be a professional dancer. I learned that you have to respect one
another. Thank you for preparing me for high school. — Kayla Rivera
I am graduating from Houghton! My favorite memory is when the 7th
and 8th grade boys went on an overnight camping trip. We had a lot
of fun! I learned how to control my temper. My long-term goal is to
graduate high school and go to college. I’m thankful for all the friends I
have made. They are like family. Thank you to all the teachers.

— Lafairo Ross

I am graduating from Houghton Academy. I learned that most people
are not as bad as they may look. I would like to thank all of my teachers.

— Bret Rost

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I would like to say thank you
to the Houghton Academy staff for helping me make it through the 9
years that I have been here. My future goal is to finish high school and
move out. — Devonte Sharper
It is time to get out of here and graduate from Houghton Academy, but
I am not in any rush to leave. I have plenty of good memories here and
met plenty of new people as well. My favorite memories are when
I’m outside either playing football or talking to my people every day.
I would like to thank all of my teachers for giving me the knowledge

to move on. I would also like to thank all of my friends who are there
for me. — Mohamed Sidiyahya
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I am thankful for Mr. Cusack
because he helped me get through my problems throughout the year.
Something I learned is I would rather have one good friend than many
fake ones. My favorite memory is when my best friend came back to
Houghton and doing dumb things in the hall with her, and of course
being caught. My long-term goal is to never lose her again (Emelia).

— Emma Stoddard

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is when
I first came to this school. My long-term goal is to get good grades
in high school, go to college and make money. I learned how to be a
respectful young man here at Houghton Academy. It will benefit me
in the near future. I want to thank everyone who helped me on this
journey and I wish nothing but success for myself and all my other
fellow students. — Dinivry Tate
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy. My favorite memory is when
Mr. Jakes brought us breakfast sandwiches. I learned a lot of math.
My long-term goal is to graduate out of this school. I thank my mom
and all the teachers that helped me to succeed. — Crystal Taylor
I’m graduating from Houghton academy! My favorite memory here is
when we had our 8th grade dance and everyone got along and started
dancing and singing together. I want to say thank you to all of the
teachers for giving me many challenges to get through and helped me
with those challenges. I have learned many things but my favorite thing
I learned is a2 +b2 =c2. Mr. Wiley made it fun and easy. He always left
me itching to learn more. My long-term goal is to become a well-known
baker and to travel the world. — Aaliyah Thornton
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memory is
attending the law program. I hope to become a successful businessman.
I learned that not everything goes as planned. Thank you to all my
teachers. — Donovan Vandewater
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I want to thank my mom and
teachers for believing in me and pushing me to do better. You are the
reason I am where I am at today. — Dallas Whitely
I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My favorite memories are
the school dances. My long-term goal is to go to high school. I would
like to thank Mrs. Reese and Mr. Cusack for helping me with my work,
supporting me, and trying to help me get my grades up.

— Taliyah Wiley

I’m finally graduating the 8th grade! My favorite memory is going
to Darien Lake. One of my long-term goals is to make it out of school
and life. — Manvel Wright
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Congratulations Mr. Mountain!

Mr. Mountain is not only a Physical Education and Health teacher at Houghton Academy; he
has also been the Head Varsity Basketball Coach at North Tonawanda High School since 2010.
His team won the Section 6 Class A Championship by defeating the number one ranked team
in Western New York after entering the sectional tournament unranked. They hadn’t won a
sectional since 1961. North Tonawanda finished the season 20-5. Congratulations on you
and your team’s success! Mr. Mountain received several post-season awards:
• 2017 Centercourt Coach of the Year
• BCANY Class A Coach of the Year
• BCANY Niagara Frontier League Coach of the Year
• Bee Publications Coach of the Year

THANK YOU SAVE-A-LOT!

Houghton Academy would like to say thank you
to Save-A-Lot located at 79 South Rossler Avenue
in Buffalo for the generous donation of groceries
for our parent teacher night. Save-A-Lot is always
willing to help Houghton Academy and we are
very thankful for their contributions to our school
functions.

A fond Farewell To Mrs. Cavanaugh

Mrs. Cavanaugh is retiring this year after 20 years of service in the Buffalo Public School
system, all of them at Houghton Academy. She will be missed by all of us! We want
to say thank you so very much for all of your warmth, humor, time and effort. Much
happiness and success to you and thank you!

School Musical – Seussical

Our Houghton Academy 5th and 6th graders did a fantastic job in
“Seussical.” The musical brought together Dr. Seuss’ much loved
books, Horton Hears a Who!, Horton Hatches the Egg, and the story
of Gertrude McFuzz. Narrated by the Cat in the Hat, it centers on
Horton’s quest to save the people of Whoville, who live on a tiny
speck of dust. The acting, singing, dancing, set design and costumes
were wonderful. It was another very successful venture led by the
team of Mrs. Blakeslee and Mr. Boehringher and a very talented cast
of Houghton actors. Special thanks to the teacher volunteers and all
those who came out to watch the show and support our students.
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