6th GRADE THEATER CURRICULUM STANDARDS
CR
Creating

PR
Processing

RE
Responding

CN
Connecting

TH:Cr1.1.6
a. Identify possible solutions to
staging challenges.
b. Identify solutions to design
challenges in a drama or theater
work.
c. Explore the relationship between
scripted or improvised characters and
their given circumstances.
TH:Pr4.1.6
a. Identify the essential events in a
story or script that comprise the
dramatic structure.
b. Experiment with various physical
and vocal choices to communicate
character.
TH:Re7.1.6
a. Describe and record personal
reactions to artistic choices

TH:Cn10.1.6
a. Explain how the actions and
motivations of characters in a drama
or theater work reflect perspectives of
a community or culture.

TH:Cr2.1.6
a. Use critical analysis to improve,
refine, and evolve original ideas and
artistic choices.
b. Collaborate to devise a drama or
theater work

TH:Cr3.1.6
a. Articulate and examine choices to
refine a devised or scripted drama or
theater work.
b. Identify effective physical and vocal
traits of characters.
c. Expand a planned technical design
during the rehearsal process.

TH:Pr5.1.6
a. Articulate how acting exercises and
acting techniques can be used to
improve theatrical experiences.
b. Propose the integration of technical
elements in theatrical experiences.

TH:Pr6.1.6
a. Devise a theatrical experience and
present it informally to an audience.

TH:Re8.1.6
a. Identify the relationship between
artistic choices and personal
experience
.b. Identify personal aesthetics
through participation in or observation
of a drama or theater work.
TH:Cn11.1.6
a. Identify universal themes or
common social issues and express
them through a drama or theater
work.

TH:Re9.1.6
a. Use supporting evidence and criteria
to evaluate a drama or theater work.
b. Consider technical elements used to
assess aesthetic choices.
c. Identify a specific audience or purpose
for a drama or theater work.
TH:Cn11.2.6
a. Analyze two different versions of a
drama or theater work to determine
differences and similarities.
b. Investigate time period and place to
better understand performance and
design choices.

NYS NEXT GENERATION STANDARDS
ELA

MATH

6th Grade
CRITICAL THINKING













Transform personal experiences into original pieces of theatre using the elements and principles
of theatre arts
Recognize, describe and interpret the relationship between an element or principle of theatre and
its specific artistic purpose and use
Critique, defend and support student preference for a performance using age-appropriate domain
specific vocabulary
Begin to identify simple theatrical and processes based on the elements and principles of theatre
and performance
Use and manipulate tools and materials that displays increase in skill and style development in
both performance and writing
Analyze how artists express themselves and their theatrical voice through their artwork
Begin to discuss the function of the theatre and how it contributes to their community and culture
Compare and contrast theatrical productions of a similar theme, media, or concept from various
periods and cultures
Evaluate and discuss differences and similarities in performances from various cultures
Assess and compare/contrast different styles of theatre and performance that reflect people’s
values and beliefs.
Apply self-reflection strategies make strides forward in developing an individual artist voice

END OF YEAR EXPECTATIONS












Incorporate, identify and discuss theatrical ideas and visions in relation to subject matter, themes, and
staging.
Effectively communicate their ideas and visions visually and in writing
Use a variety of materials and resources that are developmentally appropriate
Select and create materials and scripts that best achieve student’s artistic intent
Create various performance pieces based on conceptual imagery
Create theatre based on the relationship between a variety of cultures and art
Think critically to solve problems independently during the creative process
Describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate the work of others
Observe, analyze, and evaluate theatrical work in small and large groups
Demonstrate growth in progression towards mastery in performance skills, application of techniques
and skills, use of academic vocabulary, and concept building

6th Grade
INTRODUCTION TO THEATER INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS
Objectives

Journal

Students will be able to:

Script



Critique
Observe



Analyze
Reflection
Feedback



Acting Studio

Outcomes




Students will have produced at least 1
self-reflective theatre piece that depicts a
symbolic or actual representation of the
student at the end of this unit.



Explain the rules and procedures of
the acting studio
Review concepts from fifth grade
curriculum. Particular emphasis will be
placed on Ensemble and
Improvisation.
Recognize, define and use theatre
vocabulary and phrases when
discussing and describing theatrical
works
Develop and use a journal for concept
building, writing exercises, and
reflection
Create a representational image of self
to be used as a baseline for
assessment of skills and knowledge



THEATRE HISTORY AND CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Students will be able to:







Discuss the historical significance of theatre in our lives
Compare and contrast themes in theatre/plays using historical and cultural context
Research and discuss specific theatrical artists, practitioners, movements, genres and cultural
traditions throughout history and the world
Apply research skills and strategies to create a product based on research of a cultural group
or tradition
Demonstrate critiquing skills and strategies when looking at and talking about live theatre as
well as written scripts
Compare and contrast diverse cultural groups and traditions that have inspired theatrical
creation


VOCABULARY
Theme

Movement

Cultural Groups

Cultural Period

Reflection

6th Grade
Monologue
Storytelling

Monologue Development
and Creation

Beginning
Middle

Objectives
Students will be able to:

End
Hook



Point of View



Perspective

Julie Taymor








Outcomes




Students will have produced at least one
monologue that speaks from the point of
view of self.
Students will have produced/performed
several monologues from the point of
view of various characters.



Analyze form, style and purpose of
monologues within the context of plays
Participate in group discussions
demonstrating understanding of the
challenges faced by a character within
the context of a play
Diagram the parts of a monologue in
relation to storytelling
Read and analyze scripts that make
use of the monologue device
Write an original monologue from a
personal story/perspective
Write several monologues from the
point of view of various characters
facing the same situation
Use developmentally appropriate
writing techniques and skills in an
efficient and effective manner
Incorporate self-developed concepts in
theatrical work
Perform said monologues using
theatre skills generated to this point.

“Ramona Quimby” by
Beverly Cleary and Len
Jenke

5th

6th Grade
Voice and Diction

Voice
Diction
Enunciation

Objectives

Pronunciation
End Consonant
Volume

Students will be able to:


Diaphragm
Character Sketch




Lin-Manuel Miranda




Discover and implement proven
techniques to improve volume using
diaphragmatic breathing
Improve diction and enunciation
through guided practice and
independent exercises
Implement an effective actor’s warmup tailored to their own strengths and
deficits
Recognize and self-correct commonly
mispronounced words in the English
language.
Create a character sketch based on a
given monologue and character
Perform a monologue integrating
diction, pronunciation, volume and
character.

Outcomes





Students will create an effective vocal
warm-up tailored to individual needs.
Students will develop their skills in the
areas of diction, enunciation,
pronunciation and sustained volume.
Students will perform a monologue
synthesizing vocal skills with character
development.

“Cool Characters for
Kids” by Janet B.
Milstei

6th Grade
Prologues and Epilogues: The
Story Before and After ‘The Story’
Prologue
Epilogue
World of
the Play

Objectives
Students will be able to…


Storyline
Time Lapse



Inference



Analysis
Predict


“The Boxcar Children”



Articulate the difference between a
prologue and epilogue and the
function of each in storytelling
Read a full-length play for sense,
analysis and understanding
Use information delineated in the text
to develop a plausible original
prologue or epilogue for the text
provided.
Rehearse and perform the created
work with a group of peers, being
mindful of using rehearsal and
performance techniques developed
within the classroom
Incorporate self-developed concepts in
the creation of a theatrical work

Outcomes


By Gertrude Chandler
Warner and Barbara Field

Students will produce and perform at
least one prologue or epilogue
developed from inferences and
predictions garnered from analysis of
text.

6th Grade

Devised Theatre

Development of Imagery and Symbolism
in Group Devised Performance

Ensemble

Objectives

Slow Motion
Physicality
Bodily Control

Students will be able to:


Focus
Concentration
Tableau
Stage Presence

The Last Flower







Identify devised theatre performance
and how it differs from traditional
performance avenues
Incorporate Symbolism and Imagery in
the creation of theatrical art
Strengthen bodily control in
performance and the ability to
implement focus, concentration and
slow motion to enhance stage
presence
Create active physical tableaus that
tell a valid story
Analyze and interpret stories from
other cultures and create a physical
manifestation of those stories to be
shared with an audience

Outcomes




Students will produce at least one
original piece of devised theatre based
on a cultural story, incorporating
symbolism and imagery to help tell the
story.
Students will continue to develop
performance skills of body awareness
and control, focus and stage presence.

“The Last Flower” by
James Thurber
“The Terrible Things”
by Eve Bunting

6th Grade
Adaptation in Theatre
Adaptation
Change

Objectives

Dramatic License
World of the Play

Students will be able to:





Alice in Wonderland




Identify the meaning of adaptation and
apply it to the art of theatre
Use a variety of age-appropriate
materials, tools, text and media to
create an original adaptation of a
classic story
Use dramatic license to appropriately
adapt a piece of theatre to the page
and the stage
Incorporate writing in the development
of an adaptation
Describe and discuss the changes that
they made to personalize the piece of
theatre to their own vision

By Lewis Carroll

Outcomes


Students will produce an original scene
adapted from a classic piece of theatre,
paying mind to the ideals of dramatic
license and creation of a world of the
play.

“Rhinos and
Raspberries: Tolerance
Tales for the Early
Grades” by Lois Lowry,
Leo Acadia, Nina
Frenkel, Noah Woods

