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Dear Buffalo Public School Colleagues, Families, Caregivers, and Friends:
As the Associate Superintendent of the Student Support Services Division, it was my distinct
pleasure to welcome many of our children back to school on February 1 st, after 10 months of
remote learning!! Our Division is comprised of:
ONE TEAM… WITH ONE GOAL… SAFETY AND WELLNESS FOR ALL

Each week myself, the Assistant Superintendent of Student Support Services, and the lead of
the district’s Department of Social Emotional Wellness Supports, participate in conference
calls with an esteemed team of BPS Medical Directors and administrators with our medical
health partner at Supplemental Health Care. In meetings we discuss:
 face coverings,
 data and trends of COVID-19 cases in the City of Buffalo,
 up to date safety protocols for schools and buses,
 proper school testing measures,
 symptom screening and contact tracing.
This is an important time to remind our children of their connection to their families, loved
ones, and school families that all care deeply about them and their well-being. WE WILL
FINISH THIS SCHOOL YEAR STRONG! Welcome back!!
Warmest Regards,
Dr. Tonja M. Williams, Associate Superintendent
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Division of Student Support Services Departments and Offices

DIVISION OF STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
LEADERSHIP TEAM:
________________
Dr. Tonja Williams, Associate Superintendent of Student
Support Services
Tmwilliams@buffaloschools.org
Dr. Sharon Brown, Assistant Superintendent of Student
Support Services
Sebrown@buffaloschools.org
Ms. Kelli Daniels, Director of Student Placement and
Registration
Kdaniels@bufffaloschools.org
Mai Nguyen, Director of Social Emotional and Wellness
Supports
Tnnguyen@buffaloschools.org
Mr. Paul O’Grady, Temporary Director, Student Support Services - Pupil Personnel
Po’grady@buffaloschools.org
Dr. Ramona Reynolds, Instructional Specialist III, Office of Parent and Family Engagement
Rreynolds@buffaloschools.org
Ms. Martha Younger, Director of Guidance and Counseling Services
Myounger@buffaloschools.org
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DEPARTMENT OF GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING SERVICES

National School Counseling Week February 1-5, 2021
National School Counseling Week, sponsored by American School Counselor Association (ASCA), highlights the tremendous impact
school counselors can have in helping students achieve school success and plan for a career. “I Love My School Counselor!”
The week of February 1-5, 2021 and beyond, please congratulate your School Counselors for the work they do for students, staff and
families.

OFFICE OF PARENT AND FAMILY
ENGAGEMENT
Cooking Together with Flourish Café and the BPS Parent
Centers
Love to eat? Love to cook? Are you looking for a together activity
for whole family fun? Join us for our new 8-part series, “Cooking
Together” with Flourish Café. Our premier episode was a huge
success! Each session introduces us to healthy, plant-based, easily
accessible, recipes and lessons to help us thrive. Follow along with
Flourish Café owners, Tim and Heather Kaufman, as they guide us
through step-by-step instructions with different options for
cooking techniques and ingredients to accommodate everyone.
Our first episode aired Tuesday, January 12th to much
success. We’ve had 1,600 views of the session on our BPS Parent
Centers Facebook Page and over 20 attendees live on the Zoom
platform. Our participants included a mix of parents, students,
and teachers! One of our BPS students proclaimed he plans on
attending each of the remaining sessions, and we sure hope he
does! We loved seeing one girl’s finished dish, and we look
forward to seeing everyone each week, meeting you, and seeing
how your recipe turns out.
Bonus- Free, electronic cookbook will be provided to
participants.
Please save the dates and join us in the kitchen:
Most classes are Tuesdays from 6:15 pm to 7:15 pm
January: 12th, 19th and 26th
February 1st (Special Monday session begins at 6:00 pm), 9th, and
23rd
March 2nd and 9th
Recipe cards are posted ahead of each class, so you can choose to
gather the ingredients and cook along with us. The link to join
each session will be sent out on a weekly basis both via email and
on the BPS Parent Centers Facebook Page. You can view the
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DEPARTMENT OF STUDENT PLACEMENT AND REGISTRATION
The McKinney-Vento toy drive for the holiday season was an incredible success, and the staff collected $1,215 from the community
and our school staff. The donations were used to purchase and package nearly 100 toys for children of all ages that are living in
more than 10 different shelters. We want to give a big shout-out to our community, shelter providers, and school staff for their
support in making the McKinney-Vento drive a huge success and are grateful for all the generosity shown in the spirit of giving.
We hope to continue to provide support and joy for all community members, particularly during these challenging times.

REMINDER: Elementary and High School Applications are available on the Student
Placement and Registration website at: https://www.buffaloschools.org/registration
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL EMOTIONAL AND WELLNESS SUPPORTS
SHAPE Up NY! Learning Collaborative: The NYS Office of Mental Health System of Care Pilot, in partnership with the Expanded
School Mental Health team at the University of Rochester Medical Center, is pleased to announce the school districts that will
be participating in the first learning collaborative focused on advancing high-quality school mental health systems
and supports. This is an opportunity to engage in strategic action planning and development of school mental health systems
through the School Health and Performance Evaluation (SHAPE) System. Selected district teams will be provided with access to
professional development, technical assistance, and ongoing coaching as they work to pilot practices that advance the quality of their
Comprehensive School Mental Health System.

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Buffalo City Schools, Buffalo (Western New York)
Chenango Valley Central School District, Binghamton (Central New York)
NYC Geographic District #16 – Brooklyn (New York City)
Pittsford Central School District, Pittsford (Western New York)
Rome City School District, Rome (Central New York)
South Colonie Central School District, Colonie (Hudson River Region)
West Islip School District, West Islip (Long Island)

In accordance to Public Health Law 2164, the NYS Department of Health has extended the deadline to meet vaccination
requirements until February 9, 2021, only for students attending school exclusively remotely. Updated immunization records
can be sent to your student’s school nurse. Please disregard this message if your student is up-to-date with vaccinations.

DEPARTMENT OF STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Buffalo Board of Education Approves a New
Code of Conduct Addendum.
State education regulation Part 100.2 requires school
districts to adopt a code of conduct regulating conduct
and discipline designed to promote responsible
behavior. The COVID-19 pandemic has presented new
challenges to our education system. In response to the
pandemic and to support the safety and wellness of our
entire school communities, the Buffalo Board of
Education is proud to announce the approval of the
2020 – 2021 District Code of Conduct Addendum
(COVID-19).
The new code addresses issues that have arisen
specifically due to quarantine, social distancing and
increased reliance on remote learning. The new code
addendum maintains previous rules and gives the
district specific and expanded authority to address
misconduct that may occur within an online environment. The new code also reinforces the need to follow progressive discipline and
supports. You can locate the BPS Code of Conduct Addendum at: https://www.buffaloschools.org/Domain/10113
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BPS STUDENT CORNER

How Do Young Students Feel About The COVID-19 Vaccine? By Summaia Uddin, 10th grader from Frederick
Law Olmsted School
Buffalo Public School students have a lot to say about the COVID-19 vaccine. After surveying several of our Buffalo Public
School students, I must say I was surprised with some of the responses I received! There were some similarities, of course,
but their general idea of the vaccine was really interesting.
Currently, students under 16 are not eligible to receive the vaccine at all. Students have mixed feelings on this. One
9th grade student from Frederick Law Olmsted stated, “Well, I guess it’s kind of upsetting that only 16 and older can get the
vaccine, but I feel like they made it that way for a reason and I respect that.” On the other hand, a 10th grader from the
same school thinks it’s silly and unfair since anyone can catch COVID-19. There are some students that don’t want the
vaccine at all. One 7th grader from Hillery Park states, “No kids under 18 should get the vaccine.”
If the vaccine became available to all students, most felt good about taking it. Majority of students I asked stated they
would feel safer if they took the vaccine. One 10th grader even said, “Of course I would, I don't see why you wouldn't. I'd
get it since it'll help protect me.” Still, there are some students who are skeptical. Not knowing what the side effects are is
scary. One student felt it’s not worth the risk since it’s not an actual cure for the disease.
Overall, knowing there is a vaccine meant hope for most students. One 10th grader stated, “It makes me feel safe and
reassured that we will be able to go back to our ‘normal’ lives where we don't have to wear our masks and not be scared of
catching a virus every time we go outside.” Another expressed, “This also means that less people will be harmed from it
which will be a relief for many people, especially parents.” For me personally, I agree that the vaccine brings a little hope of
going back to our normal lives, but it'll take time.
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