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Grade 5      Lesson 3 

   
Use the story titled “Off and Running” by Gary Soto on pages 85 through 96 in your student 
reader to answer the questions below.                                                                    
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. Why does Rudy react differently than Miata to the election speeches? Use two details 
from the story to support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________  
 

2. What do paragraphs 3 through 6 on page 86 show about Rudy and Miata? Use two 
details from the story to support your response.  

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
Use the story titled “Off and Running” by Gary Soto on pages 85 through 96 in your student 
reader to answer the questions below.                                                                    
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 

3.  How does Miata feel about the election at the beginning, middle, and end of the story? What 

causes her feelings to change? Use details from the story to support your response.  

 

In your response be sure to  

 explain how Miata feels throughout the beginning, middle, and end of the story 
 explain what causes Miata’s feelings to change 
 use details from the story to support your response 

 



 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.3 
RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
 
Stem Used:  Why does [character A] react differently than [character B] to X? Use two details 
from the story to support your response.     
  
pp. 86-93 

 
 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
 Miata reacts differently than Rudy to the election speeches because they have very 
different personalities. Miata was nervous prior to her speech and struggled through her speech 
in response to the other students’ reactions. On page 87 it says, “Miata’s nervous knees shivered, 
and the lines on her palms ran with sticky sweat.”  This shows how nervous she was prior to the 
speech. Furthermore, on page 89, it says, “‘Just think,’ Miata said, her voice weak. She was losing 
her confidence.” This shows that Miata was losing hope throughout her speech. On the other 
hand, Rudy was confident throughout the story. This is shown by his humor throughout the story 
and during his speech. For example, on page 90 it says, “He approached the podium and leaped 
up onto the box. ‘Hey, I like this,’ he laughed. As he held onto the podium, he wobbled the box 
and said, ‘It’s like a skateboard!’” This shows Rudy is confident giving his speech.  
  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 

 
 
 
 

1.  How does Miata react differently than Rudy to the election speeches? Use two 
details from the story to support your response. 

  
  



 

 
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.3 
 
RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
 
Stem Used:  What do paragraphs # through # show about [character A] and [character B]? Use 
two details from the story to support your response.       
   
pp. 86, 92 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
 Paragraphs 3 through 6 on page 86 show that Miata is a rule follower, and she takes the 
election seriously.  This is shown by her response when Rudy offers her gum. “No, it’s against 
school rules,” Miata said. “I’m not going to get in trouble just before elections.” On the other 
hand, Rudy is not a rule follower. Even though Rudy does swallow his gum, later, on page 92, he 
starts chewing a new piece right after his speech, showing he does not follow the rules and does 
not take them as seriously as Miata. 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What do paragraphs 3 through 6 on page 86 show about Rudy and Miata? Use two details 
from the story to support your response.  

   
  



 

 
 
 
 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  
RL.5.1  Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.  

RL.4.3  Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Stem Used: How does [character] feel about the X at the beginning, middle, and end of the 
story? What causes his/her feelings to change? Use details from the story to support your 
response.          
 
pp. 86-96 
 
Use the story titled “Off and Running” by Gary Soto on pages 85 through 96 in your student 
reader to answer the questions below.    
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  How does Miata feel about the election at the beginning, middle, and end of the story? 

What causes her feelings to change? Use details from the story to support your response.  
 

In your response be sure to  

 explain how Miata feels throughout the beginning, middle, and end of the story 

 explain what causes Miata’s feelings to change 

 use details from the story to support your response 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
  Miata’s feelings change during the course of the story.  In the beginning of the story Miata 
is nervous. On page 87 it says, “Miata’s nervous knees shivered, and the lines on her palms ran 
with sticky sweat.” Her shaky knees and sweaty palms show that she is nervous.  

In the middle of the story Miata feels defeated. Paragraph 7 of page 90 says, “She sat 
down, exhausted. She wanted to shake her head in defeat but knew that she had to sit up bravely. 
She waved at the audience, but only a few students waved back. Not one of them was 
a boy.” She did not feel her speech went well, especially with the lack of support from the boys. 
Although she kept a brave face she felt defeated.  

At the end of the story, Miata feels hopeful. This change occurs because she talks with 
her father. On page 96 Miata’s father says, ““I mean, it’s OK to have a lot of people who 
like you, but it’s far better to help people, to get things done.” This helps Miata realize, win or 
lose, she has great ideas to help the school.  
 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 
 
 


