
Name: ______________________________________        Date:___________________           
Grade 5      Lesson 5 

   
Use the story titled “Elisa’s Diary” by Doris Luisa Oronoz on pages 142-153 in your student 
reader to answer the questions below.                                                                      
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. How does Elisa feel about moving to the United States? Use two details from the story 
to support your response. 

 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________  

 
2. How does paragraph 1 on page 148 relate to paragraph 11 on page 151?  Use two 

details from the story to support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Use the story titled “Elisa’s Diary” by Doris Luisa Oronoz on pages 142-153 in your student 
reader to answer the question below.   
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

3.  What is the theme of “Elisa’s Diary?” How do events in the story help develop the 

theme? 

 

In your response be sure to  

 identify the theme 

 explain how events in the story help develop the theme 

 use details from the story to support your response 

 



 

 
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text.  
 
Stem Used:  How does [character] feel about X? Use two details from the story to support your 
answer.  
 
pp. 144-145 

 
 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 

Elisa was unhappy that she had to move to the United States. For example, on page 144, 
Elisa writes in her diary, “Today is the saddest day of my life.” On the bottom of page 145, the 
last sentence also states, “A tear rolled down her cheek and landed on the pillow.” 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● She liked visiting there.  
● She was fascinated with the squirrels when she visited her Grandma’s because they did not 

have any in Puerto Rico. But now the squirrel figurine reminds her that she is not in Puerto 
Rico. “Who needs squirrels?” she asked herself. 

● She doesn’t speak English very well, nor does she understand it when someone speaks to 
her. 

 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How does Elisa feel about moving to the United States? Use two details from the story to 
support your response.  

  
  



 

 
 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s)  
RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
 
Stem Used:  How does paragraph # relate to paragraphs # and #? Use two details from the 
story/article to support your response. 
 
pp. 148 and 151 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 

Elisa is struggling with speaking English and fitting in at school. On page 148, paragraph 
1, Elisha realizes she has to “solve her problem on her own.” In paragraph 11 on page 151, Elisa 
plans a way to solve her problem. “She would assist him, and he in turn, would help her with 
pronunciation.” 
 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● On p. 146, Elisa’s brother had just finished telling Elisa she could learn English by listening to 

the radio or watching TV. Elisa didn’t like those ideas. 
● Elisa can read and write English, but has trouble speaking it. 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How does paragraph 1 on page 148 relate to paragraph 11 on page 151? Use two details 
from the story to support your response.  

           



 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.2 
 
RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects 
upon a topic; summarize the text. 
 

Stem Used: What is the theme of (story)? How is the theme developed in the story to support 
your response?       
p. 151 
Use the story titled “Elisa’s Diary” by Doris Luisa Oronoz on pp. 142-153 in your student reader 
to answer the question below.   
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 The theme of Elisa’s diary is that everyone is good at something, and if people work 
together, they can learn from each other. Jose and Elisa are both struggling with English, but they 
can help and teach each other what they know. 
 Elisa moved from Puerto Rico. She is frustrated and unhappy because she cannot speak 
English very well. Her brother told her to listen to the radio or watch TV, but not those “lovey-
dovey soaps in Spanish.” However, she didn’t like his ideas. Elisa realizes she has to find a way to 
learn English better. 
 Jose is in Elisa’s class. He is from Guatemala and also speaks Spanish. In school, he gives a 
great oral report in English. Elisa decides to speak with him. She finds out that Jose cannot read 
or write English well. On p. 151, Elisa and Jose decide to help each other. “She would assist him 
with writing, and he, in turn, would help her with pronunciation.”  

Her last diary entry shows that Elisa ended up graduating with honors and is no longer 
“confused, scared, and sad.” She is happy. Elisa and Jose worked together and were able to learn 
from each other. 
 
 
 

3.  What is the theme of “Elisa’s Diary?” How do events in the story help develop the 

theme? 
 

In your response be sure to  

 identify the theme 

 explain how events in the story help develop the theme 

 use details from the story to support your response 
 



 

 
Possible Details to Include:  
● Elisa learned English so well that she was able to become a teacher. 
● Elisa writes on the board, “The joining of forces.” This symbolizes how she and Jose joined 

together to help each other succeed. 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 


