
 
Grade 5 LESSON 3      “Off and Running”  by Gary Soto,  pp. 85-96 
STANDARD 
RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama 
respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
What is the most important 
lesson that [character] learns in 
the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is a main idea of the 
article, “X”? 

What is the most important lesson that 
Miata learns in the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is a main idea of the story, “Off and 
Running?” 
What lesson does Miata learn from running 
for office? 

Miata learns that doing the right things for the 
right reasons is more important than doing the 
wrong things to be popular. 
Evidence: p. 96 “Well, popularity is one thing, 
but service is another. ¿Entiendes?” (ehn TYEHN 
dehs)... I mean, it’s OK to have a lot of people 
who like you, but it’s far better to help people, 
to get things done.”  
 
- The main idea is that it is more important to 
help people than to be popular.   
- She learns that she can accomplish her goals 
even if she isn’t class president. 
Evidence: p. 96 Her father tells her it’s far better 
to help people and to get things done than it is 
to be popular.   
-She realizes she has good plans for the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STANDARD 
RL.5.1  Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
In paragraph x, why does 
[character]--- 
 
 

In line 2 on page 91, why does Rudy turn a 
cupped ear to the audience and say, “I can’t 
hear you?” 

- p. 91 He wants to get the audience riled up 
and to get their attention so they are excited to 
hear what he has to say for his campaign 
speech. 

STANDARD 
RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, 
or poem. 
 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
Which evidence best supports 
the claims the author makes in 
paragraph x?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which evidence best supports the claim the 
author makes in paragraph 2 on p. 86? 

Claim: “Miata was nervous about the debate.” 
Best Evidence: 
- p. 87 “Miata’s nervous knees shivered, and the 
lines on her palms ran with sticky sweat.” 
Other Evidence: 
- p. 86 “No, it’s against school rules,” Miata said.  
“I’m not going to get in trouble just before 
elections.” 
- p. 88 “There was more applause, but not 
enough to make Miata confident.” 
- p. 89 “’Just think,’ Miata said, her voice weak. 
She was losing her confidence.” 
- p. 89 “Miata paused, somewhat shaken. She 
had practiced with Ana on the school grounds, 
but now behind the podium the words didn’t 
seem as powerful.” 
 

 



 

 


