
Name: ______________________________________                        Date:___________________          

Grade 4     Lesson 1  

  

Use the excerpt titled “Because of Winn Dixie” by Kate DiCamillo on pp. 20-31 in your student reader 

to answer the questions below.  

  

Directions  

Read  the story.  Then answer questions 1 through 4. 

  

1. What is the main idea of paragraphs 1-3 on page 26? Use two details from the story to support your 

response.   

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What feeling does the author create in paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 30? Use two details from the 

story to support  your response.  

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



3. Based on the story, why is the Herman W. Block Memorial Library important to Miss Franny? Use 

two details from the story to support your response. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Read this sentence from paragraph 2 on page 24 of the story. “I stuck out my hand and Miss Franny 

took hold of it, and I pulled her up off the floor.” How does this sentence support a theme of the 

story? Use two details from the story to support your response. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Use the excerpt titled “Because of Winn Dixie” by Kate  DiCamillo  on pp. 20-31 and the article   

titled “Book Ends” on pp. 36-38  in your student reader to answer the question below.  

    

Directions  

Read both selections.  Then answer question 5. 

 

5. Both the excerpt and the article focus on individuals helping others. How are these examples 

both similar and different? Use two details from both selections to support your response. 

In your response, be sure to  

 describe how a character in “Because of Winn Dixie” helps someone else 

 describe how an individual in “Because of BookEnds” helps someone else 

 explain the similarities and differences between both examples 

use details from both selections to support your response 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  RL.4.2,  W.4.2,  W.4.9   

RL.4.2  Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from  details  in  the  text;  summarize   the   

text.   

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

  

Stem Used: What is the main idea of paragraphs # and #? Use two details from the story to support 

your response. (2016)     

  

p. 26  

  

  

1. What is the main idea of paragraphs 1-3 on page 26? Use two details from the story to support 

your response. 

 

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

         How the library came to be is the main idea conveyed in paragraphs 1-3 on page 26. Miss Franny 

loved reading and sharing books as a child. For her birthday, she asked her daddy for a small house 

filled with books to share with others. Her daddy built the house and filled it with books.   

  

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.4.1,  W.4.2,  W.4.9   

RL.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text.  

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

  

Stem Used: What feeling does the author create in paragraphs # and #? Use two details from the story 
to  support your answer. (2016)   
  

p. 30  

 

  

2. What feeling does the author create in the two paragraphs on page 30? Use two details from 

the story to support your answer. 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

The author creates a feeling of happiness in the paragraphs on p. 30. Opal was happy to find a 

friend. Even though Amanda pretended Opal wasn’t there, Miss Franny made sure Opal knew they 

were friends. She told Amanda that certain dogs were allowed in the library and winked at Opal.  

Opal smiled back. The author also stated that Opal had just made her first friend.   

  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  Apply 2-point rubric.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point  



  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  RL.4.3,  W.4.2,  W.4.9   

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 
in the text (e.g., a character’ s thoughts, words, or actions).    

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

  

Stem Used: Based on the article [article,] why is “X” important to “Y”?   Use two details from the 

article to support your response. (2018)   

 

p. 26 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

The Herman W. Block Memorial Library is important to Miss Franny because it was a birthday 

present from her father. She had asked for the library as a birthday gift because she loves to read and 

wanted to be able to share the books with other people as well. Her father had built the house in 

which the library still stands today. This also gave Miss Franny the opportunity to become a librarian 

at a young age which she still enjoys. 

  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  Apply 2-point rubric.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 3. Based on the story, why is the Herman W. Block Memorial Library important to Miss Franny? 
Use two details from the story to support your response. 



Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  RL.4.2,  W.4.2,  W.4.9   

RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from  details  in  the  text;  summarize the   

text.   

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

  

Stem Used: Read this sentence from paragraph # of the story. X. How does this sentence support a 
theme of the story? Use two details from the story to support your response. (2019)   
 
p. 24 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

The sentence supports the theme of friendship. One way to show friendship is by helping 

others. Opal knew Miss Franny had landed on the floor because she thought Winn-Dixie was a bear. 

The author stated that Ms. Franny sat there trembling and shaking.  Opal also said “Let me help you” 

to Ms. Franny. Opal helped Ms. Franny get back on her feet. By helping Miss Franny, Opal exemplified 

the theme of friendship. 

  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  Apply 2-point rubric.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 4. Read this sentence from paragraph 2 on page 24 of the story. “I stuck out my hand and Miss 

Franny took hold of it, and I pulled her up off the floor.” How does this sentence support a theme 

of the story? Use two details from the story to support your response. 



Exemplary Response - 4 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  RL.4.9,  RI.4.9,  W.4.1,  W.4.9   

RL.4.9  Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good
and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from 
different cultures.  
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

  

Stem Used: Both articles focus on X. How is X similar and different in both articles? (2016)   

  

pp. 20-31 and pp.36-38  

  

Use the excerpt  titled  “Because  of   Winn   Dixie”  by Kate DiCamillo on pp. 20-31  and  the   
article titled “Because of Book Ends” on pp. 36-38 in your student reader to answer the question 
below.  
    

  

Directions  

   Read the selections.  Then answer question 5. 

5. Both the excerpt and the article focus on individuals helping others. How are these examples 

both similar and different? Use details from both selections to support your response. 

In your response, be sure to  

 describe how a character in “Because of Winn Dixie” helps someone else 

 describe how an individual in “Because of BookEnds” helps someone else 

 explain the similarities and differences between both examples 

use details from both selections to support your response 

   

Possible Exemplary Response:  

   

 Both the excerpt “Because of Winn Dixie” and the article “Because of BookEnds” focus on  

individuals that help  others.    

In “Because of Winn Dixie,” Miss Franny helps Opal feel welcome in her new community of 

Naomi, Florida. One way Miss Franny helps Opal feel welcome is by allowing Opal’s dog, Winn Dixie, 

into the library. Although Miss Franny was afraid of Winn Dixie, she showed she trusted Opal by 

believing Opal when she said “he’s a good dog.” Miss Franny also helped Opal feel welcome by 



becoming friendly with Winn Dixie. The author stated that “She bent over and gave Winn-Dixie a pat 

on his head.” Another way Miss Franny helped Opal is by agreeing to be friends. According to the  

text, “Miss Franny smiled even bigger. ’Why that would be grand, ‘she said, ‘just grand.’ ”  

In “Because of Book Ends,” Brandon Keefe helps the community. He attended a meeting with 

his mother when he overheard the adults talking about not having enough money to buy books for 

the children’s center. He decided to organize a book drive at school. According to the text, he collected 

847 books. His helpfulness didn’t end there. Because of Brandon’s book drive success, his mother 

started an organization called Book Ends. Book Ends helps kids organize book drives for  

children  that  need  books.  Brandon  is  still  a part  of  the  Book Ends  organization  today.    

Both selections feature a character that helps children through books. Brandon works to help 

get books to children that would not have access to them. Miss Franny operates her library, Opal 

enters the library and Miss Franny, for the first time, makes Opal feel welcome in Naomi. Miss Franny 

and Brandon both see books as a way to help others. Brandon does this by holding a book drive  and  

Miss  Franny  opens  a  library.   

One difference between the two selections is that the excerpt titled “Because of Winn Dixie” 

is from a fictional novel. However, “Because of Book Ends” is a non-fiction, true story about one boy’s 

efforts to help his community by developing a plan to collect books for kids in need. Another 

difference is Miss Franny  is an adult who helps one lonely, little girl in need and Brandon is a child 

who  helps  many  kids.   

In conclusion, the two selections entertain the reader by writing stories, fictional and real, 

about  people  helping  others.  

  

Possible  Details  to  Include:   

● Other relevant text-based details   

  

Score  Points:   

Apply  4- point  rubric   

  

  

  


