
 

Grade 5 LESSON 23  TEXT: Vaqueros America’s First Cowboys by George Ancona, pp.696-707  

STANDARD  

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

In paragraph “X,” why does  

character]... (2016) 

In the second paragraph on page 698, why 

did the king and queen of Spain agree to 

send Columbus on more voyages?  

• Columbus told he king and queen about the 
riches he found in the new world and 
described it as a paradise. The king and 
queen needed gold to pay for their growing 
empire.  They must have hoped that 
Columbus would bring the riches of the 
Americas back to Spain.   

STANDARD  

RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject 

area.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What does the word “X” in 

paragraph # suggest about 

[character]? (2017) 

What does the word “prospered” in the 
paragraphs on page 700 suggest about 
Cortés and his soldiers?  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Based on page 700, the word  

“prospered” suggests that Cortés and his soldiers  

• were successful in the new world because their 
haciendas were  

• profitable   

• To prosper is to be successful, usually 

economically  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grade 5 LESSON 23  TEXT: Vaqueros America’s First Cowboys by George Ancona, pp.696-707  

STANDARD  

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What can the reader infer from 

paragraphs X through Y? (2017 

Grade 4) 

What can the reader infer from the 

paragraphs on pages 702?  

According to pages 702 and 703 the reader can infer that a 
successful vaquero will need to have a strong work ethic 
because he or she will need to:  

• cope with harsh weather   

• sleep in the open  

• work from sun up to sun down herding cattle and 
capturing wild horses and then cooking their meals 
over a fire 

STANDARD  

RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 

technical text based on specific information in the text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What do details in paragraphs 

# through # suggest about 

[character]? (2017) 

What do details on page 705 

suggest about why freed slaves 

joined the vaqueros after the Civil 

War?  

Based on the details on page 705, the freed slaves joined the 
vaqueros after the Civil war because:  

• they wanted a new way of life  

• they enjoyed the wide-open spaces  

• there was a great need for many men to manage the 
huge herds of cattle and capture wild horses  

 

  


