
Name: ______________________________                                                   Date: ______________ 

Grade 3 Lesson 13  

  

  

Use the story by Robert Bushyhead titled “Yonder Mountain a Cherokee Legend” on pages 471487 

in your student reader to answer the questions below.  

  

Directions  

Read the story. Then answer questions 1 and 2.  

  

1. Why does Black Bear bring back sparkling stones?  Use two details from the story to 

support your response.  

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How does paragraph 5 on page 475 connect to paragraph 19 on page 485? Use two 

details from the story to support your response.  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

3. Based on the article, why is helping the people who sent the smoke signal important                

to the Chief?  Use two details from the text to support your answer. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Directions  

Use the story by Robert Bushyhead titled “Yonder Mountain a Cherokee Legend” on pages 471-487 in 

your student reader to answer the question below.  

  

4. What does the reader learn about the kind of person Soaring Eagle is? How do Soaring 

Eagle’s actions show the kind of person he is? Use details from the story to support your 

response.  

  
In your response be sure to  

• explain what kind of person Soaring Eagle is  

• explain how Soaring Eagle’s actions show the kind of person he is  

• use details from the story to support your response  

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

           



  

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE  

  

RL3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events.  
W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

  

Question Stem: (2016) Why does [character] do X? Use two details from the story to support your 

response.   

  

1.  Why does Black Bear bring back sparkling stones? Use two details from the story to support 

your response.  

  

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

In the story, Black Bear goes to Yonder Mountain on a quest because he wants to be the 

new leader. He is supposed to bring back what he finds on top of the mountain. However,  Black 

Bear does not make it to the top of the mountain.  Instead, he brings back the sparkling stones 

he finds because he believes that his people will never be hungry again once they trade the 

stones for food. He thinks that lives will be better and his people will be safe for many winters to 

come.    

  

Possible Details to Include:  

 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

RL 3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms 

such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.  

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

  

Question Stem: (2017) How does paragraph # connect to paragraph #? Use two details from “X” to 

support your response. 

  

 2. How does paragraph 5 on page 475 connect to paragraph 19 on page 485? Use two details from 

the story to support your response.  

  

  

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

Both of these paragraphs show how the new leader will be chosen. In the story on page 475 Chief Sky 
states, “I want you to go to the mountaintop. Bring back to me what you find there.” On page 485 Chief Sky 
says, “We need a leader who has climbed to the top of the mountain. We need one who has seen beyond the 
mountain to other people who are in need.”  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

RL3.3 Analyze how and why characters, events, settings, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text.   

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 

in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

 

Stem Used: (2018) Based on the text, why is “X” important to “Y”? Use two details from the text to 

support your response.   

 

pp. 470-487 

3. Based on the text, why is helping the people who sent the smoke signal important to the 

Chief? Use two details from the text to support your answer.   

 

  

  

Possible exemplary response:  

  

Helping the people who sent the smoke signal was important to the Chief.  He knew that the 

man who passed by the sparkling stones and herbs would be the best leader. He would have put his 

own needs aside to help others, and that was the quality the Chief was looking for in taking his place.  

When he put the robe on Soaring Eagle he said, “You will lead our people to help those in need.”   

  

  

   

Possible Details to Include:  

 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  



EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 

actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

  

Question Stem: (2016)  What does the reader learn about the kind of person [name] is? How do 

[character]‘s actions show the kind of person s/he is? Use details from the story to support your 

response. (4 pt)  

   
  

4. What does the reader learn about the kind of person Soaring Eagle is? How do Soaring 

Eagle’s actions show the kind of person he is? Use details from the story to support your 

response.  

  
In your response be sure to  

• explain what kind of person Soaring Eagle is  

• explain how Soaring Eagle’s actions show the kind of person he is  

• use details from the story to support your response  

  

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

  

In the story, “Yonder Mountain a Cherokee Legend,” the reader learns that Soaring Eagle is a 

respectful and caring person.   

On page 482 Soaring Eagle remembers what the Old Chief said and honors his wishes our of 

respect. Even though he passed sparkling stones and all sorts of herbs he remembered the Chief 

said, “Go to the top of the mountain.” Also, though the pass was rough with cliffs and sharp rocks, 

Soaring Eagle kept on the path and did what he was supposed to do. He continued on to the highest 

peak because he respected the Chief’s wishes.   

Soaring Eagle was also caring. In the story it says that he saw a smoke signal. The signal was 

for people needing help. He told the Chief that he wanted to go and help them. The Chief stated 

that he wanted someone who would lead the people and help those in need.   

In conclusion, Soaring Eagle is a respectful, caring person. His actions and his character are 

the reason why Chief Sky decided Soaring Eagle would be the one to lead the people in the future.   

  

Possible Details to Include:  

 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 4-point rubric 

  


