
  

Grade 3 LESSON 17  TEXT “THE ALBERTOSAURUS MYSTERY” by T.V. Padma  pp. 59-75  

STANDARD: RI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

How do sections X through Y 
support a main idea of the 
passage? (by discussing, listing, 
describing, showing) (2016) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What happens after (character 
does X? (2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the main idea of 
paragraph #? (2019) 

How does the section, “Digging Deeper” on 
page 75 support the main idea of the text?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What happens after Philip came across 
some Albertosaurus bones in the basement 
of the American Museum of Natural 
History? (page 69) 

 

 
What is the main idea of paragraph 3 on 
page 75? 

The main idea of the text is that fossils are clues that can help 
scientists learn about the past. The “Digging Deeper” section supports 
the main idea of the text because the section states:  

• Fossils give us clues to the past  

• In using fossils as clues, scientists try to answer questions 
about what happened to organisms that lived millions of 
years ago  

• Finding fossils sometimes creates more questions than it 
answers  

 
After Philip came across some Albertosaurus bones in the basement of 
the American Museum of Natural History, he decided to investigate 
where Brown had found the bones in the badlands and try to find 
more.   
 
 
 
In paragraph 3 on page 75 the main idea of the paragraph is that the 
work of paleontology is like solving a mystery. Paleontologists look for 
clues that help them put the pieces of the past together.   
 

STANDARD: RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence 
of events.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What does [section] mostly show 
about [character]? (2016) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does the section, “Discovery” on 
page 62 mostly show about Phillip 
Currie?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The “Discovery” section mostly shows that Phillip Currie was very 
determined to find the Albertosaurus bones:  

• He continued hunting for fossils alone even though 
everyone else gave up because they were running out of 
water.  

• He continued searching even though his head hurt and sand 
flies and mosquitoes bit him.   

 



 
According to paragraph #, what 
happens right before X? (2019) 
 

 
According to paragraphs 1 & 2 on page 
62, what happens right before Philip 
finds Brown’s bone bed? 
 

 
The rest of Phillips team had given up for the day and gone back to the 
camp.  Philip, however, continued on with the search. “Sand flies and 
mosquitoes bit him. His head hurt.” 

STANDARD: RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Why is the text box “x” 
included in the article? (2016) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
How does the photograph add 
to the information in the 
passage? (2018) 

Why is the “The Bones in the   
Badlands” map on page 70 included in 
this article?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
How does the photograph on page 65 add 
to the information in the passage? 

The map on page 70 is included because  

• It shows us information about where the first fossil site was 
found 

• It’s on the Red Deer River  

• It’s in Alberta, Canada  

• It’s not far from the border between Canada and the 
United States  

• It’s in the western part of Canada   

• It helps provide context  
 
 

On page 65 there is a picture of a Tyrannosaurus Rex’s skeleton in 
the museum.  This photograph adds to the information in the 
passage by showing  

• the size of the dinosaur  

• the amount of fossils (bones) that needed to be found in 
order to create the skeleton 

•  why having to use dynamite to get these bones would 
have been so tricky 

It helps the reader to understand what a terrific find Brown 
made. 
 

 

  


