
Name:      Date:     

Grade 3 Lesson 1  

  
Use the story by Sharon Creech titled, “A Fine, Fine School” on pages 15-33 in your student reader 

to answer the questions below.  

  

Directions  

Read the story. Then answer questions 1 through 3.  

  

1. What does paragraph 2 on page 22 show about Mr. Keene? Use two details from the story 
to support your answer.  

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

  

2. According to the story, “A Fine, Fine School,” why does the principal keep saying it’s a “fine,   

     fine school?”  

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

  

 



  

 

3. What is the central message in “A Fine, Fine School”? Use two details from the story to 

support your response. 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 
 

4. How do the pictures of the students on pages 21-29 support the information in the  

     passage? Use two details from the passage to support your response. 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Use the article titled “A Fine, Fine School” by Sharon Creech on pp. 15-33 in your student reader 

to answer the question below.  

  

Directions  

Read the story. Then answer question 5.  

 

5. Mr. Keene’s feelings about going to school all year long change at different times in the 

story. When do his feelings change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story 

to support your response. 

 

In your response be sure to 

 explain when his feelings change 

 explain why his feelings change 

 use details from the story to support your response 

 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 



 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  

RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how 

their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

W.3.1b Provide reasons that support the opinion.  

W.3.1c Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect 

opinion and reasons.  
  

Stem Used: (2017) What does paragraph # show about [character]? Use two details from the 

story to support your response. 

  

pp. 15-33  
  

1. What does paragraph 2 (page 22) show about Mr. Keene? Use two details from the 

story to support your answer. 

  

  
Possible Exemplary Response:  

Paragraph 2 on page 22 shows that Principal Keene wants the students at his fine, fine school 

to learn everything. As a result, he decides to have school run through the summer. Mr. Keene thinks 

that if the students are in school more, they will learn more and the school will be even finer than a 

fine, fine school.  
  

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  

 

 

 

 
  

 



 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  

RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 

language such as metaphors and similes.  

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

W.3.1b Provide reasons that support the opinion.  

W.3.1c Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect 

opinion and reasons.  
  

Stem Used: (2016) Why is the title important to the story? Use two details from the story/article 

to support your response.  

Gr 4: According to the article [name], why does “X” do “Y”?  Use two details from the story to 
support your response. RI.4.3 

 

pp. 15-33 

 

 
2. According to the story, “A Fine, Fine School,” why does the principal keep saying 

it’s a “fine, fine school?”  

 

 

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

 “A fine, fine school” is the phrase that the principal uses over and over in the story. The 

repetition of these words shows the principal’s belief in his school, students and teachers. Every time 

he extends the school year, he would use the word “fine” to describe the teachers, students and the 

school. Another reason that the title is important to the story is because the principal is so proud of 

his students for the learning they do. He extends the school year because he believes there is a lot 

more that can be learned to keep his school a “fine, fine school.”  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  
  



Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  

RL.3.2 Recount stories, including, fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine 

the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the 

text.   

W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

W.3.1b Provide reasons that support the opinion.  

W.3.1c Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect 

opinion and reasons.  
  

Stem Used: (2019) What is the central message in [passage]? Use two details from the story to 

support your response. RL 3.2 
  

pp. 15-33  
 

3. What is the central message in a “A Fine, Fine School”? Use two details from the 

story to support your response. 

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

The central message of the story, “A Fine, Fine School,” is that learning can take place 

everywhere, not just in school. Mr. Keene said that he was so proud of the teachers and students at 

his fine, fine, school, that he wanted them to attend every day.  However, Tillie helps Mr. Keene 

realize that the learning that takes place outside of school is just as important. For instance, when 

Tillie is at school, she can't teach her brother to skip or her dog to sit. In the end, Mr. Keene decides 

to go back to a normal school week so students can learn inside and outside of school. 
  

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  

RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the 

words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).  
W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

W.3.1b Provide reasons that support the opinion.  

W.3.1c Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect 

opinion and reasons.  
  

Stem Used: (2018) How does the picture of “X” support the information in the passage?  Use two 

details from the passage to support your response.   
  

pp. 21-29  

 

 
  

4. How do the pictures of the students on pages 21-29 support the information in 

the passage? Use two details from the passage to support your response. 

  

  
Possible Exemplary Response:  

The pictures of the students on pages 21-29 support the information in the passage by 

showing how the students feel about going to school every day. In the illustrations, the students 

look sad and worried. On page 27, it shows a student brushing his teeth at his locker because he 

doesn’t have time to go home. Pages 21 and 23 show Tillie sadly leaving her brother playing at home 

to go to school. All of these illustrations show that students miss having time outside of school to 

play and do things other than going to school and taking tests. 
  

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  
 

 

 

 

 



Exemplary Response - 4 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).  

W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

W.3.1b Provide reasons that support the opinion.  

W.3.1c Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect 

opinion and reasons.  
  

Stem Used: (2016) [Character]’s feeling about X change at different times in the story. When do 
his feelings change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story to support your 
response.  

  

pp. 15-33  
  

Use the article titled “A Fine, Fine School” by Sharon Creech on pp. 15-33 in your student reader 

to answer the question below.  
  

Directions  

Read the story. Then answer question 5.  
  

5. Mr. Keene’s feelings about going to school all year long change at different times in 

the story. When do his feelings change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from 

the story to support your response. 

 

In your response be sure to 

 explain when his feelings change 

 explain why his feelings change 

 use details from the story to support your response 

 

 

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

In the story, the principal’s feelings about going to school change at different times.  

In the beginning and middle of the story, Mr. Keene decides to extend the school year to 

include weekends and summers. He loved his school and was proud of everything that the 

students were learning. He thought that by extending the year the students could and would 

learn “everything.”  

At the end of the story, one of the students, Tillie, approaches Mr. Keene to let him know 

that not everyone is learning by going to school all year long. Mr. Keene is baffled by her 

statement but walks around the school to think about what she said. He calls the teachers and 

students together to tell them that “not everyone is learning” by going to school every day. He 

 



changes his mind and decides to go back to the way school used to be with no weekends or 

summers.  

Mr. Keene’s feelings change throughout the story. He wanted what was best for his 

students. He didn’t realize that extending the school year may actually limit their learning. Tillie 

was able to change his mind by giving examples of what can be learned on the weekends and 

during the summer by her younger brother, dog and even herself.  
  

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 4-point rubric  

 


