
 

Grade 3 LESSON 1  “A Fine, Fine School” by Sharon Creech, pp. 15-33  

STANDARD  
RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers  
RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events. 

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Why does [character] do X? 
(2016) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

What feeling does the author 
create in paragraphs # and #? 
(2017) 

What do the details in paragraph 
# show about [character]? (2018) 
 
 
 

Why does Tillie tell Mr. Keene that “not 
everyone is learning.”?  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
What feeling does the author create in 
paragraphs 1 and 2 on p. 17?  

 
What do the details in paragraphs 1 and 2 on 
p. 17 show about the principal’s feelings 
about the school? 

Tillie tells Mr. Keene that “not everyone is 
learning” because she wants him to know that 
not all learning takes place in school. She is 
concerned that her dog, her brother and she 
are not learning on Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays.  
p. 25 Tillie stated that her dog has not learned 
how to sit or to jump over a creek.  

p. 25 Tillie also stated that her brother hasn’t 
learned to swing or skip yet.  

p. 25 Tillie stated that she hasn’t learned how to 
climb high up in her tree and sit for an hour.  

  
The author creates a feeling of pride, happiness, 
and fulfillment.  
p. 17 Mr. Keene walks through the halls and 
sees students in classes learning to read and 
write, drawing and painting, learning shapes, 
numbers, and letters; he saw them making 
dinosaurs, forts and pyramids.  

Mr. Keene states that they’re fine children and 
fine teachers, and this is a fine, fine school.  He 
is proud of their hard work.  

  



STANDARD  
RL. 5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 
to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  
RL.3.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama 
respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  
RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 
to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What is the most important 
lesson that [character] learns in 
the story?  
What happens after [character] 
does X? (2018) 

   
 
 
Which quote best expresses the 
main idea of the paragraphs X 
and Y?  
Which quotation best states the 
main idea of the passage? (2017) 
 

 
 
Which sentence best describes a 
central message of the story? 
(2019) 

What is the most important lesson that Mr. 
Keene learns in the story?  
What happens after Tillie tells Mr. Keene, 
“not everyone is learning” on p. 24? 

  
 
 
   
Which quotation best expresses the main 
idea of paragraphs 6 and 7?  
Which quotation best states the main idea of 
the passage?  

 
 
 
 
Which sentence best describes the central 
message of the story? 

After Tillie explains things to Mr. Keene, he 
comes to understand that attending school all 
year round will not help children learn 
important things that they need to know outside 
of school.  

  
 
 
p. 24 The quotation that best states the main 
idea of paragraphs 6 and 7 is when Tillie says to 
Mr. Keene, “not everyone is learning.”  Mr. 
Keene had become so pleased with everything  
at school that he forgot about the important 
learning that takes place outside of school.  
 
 
The sentence that best describes the central 
message of the story is, “But not everyone is 
learning (pp. 24, 28).”  First, Tillie makes this 
statement to help Mr. Keene understand what 
is really happening at the school, and then Mr. 
Keene uses the same sentence to let everyone 
know he has realized his mistake. Mr. Keene 
had come to realize that they are children and 



need to have other opportunities to learn 
outside of school. 
 
 

 

STANDARD  
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions). 

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Which statement best describes 
how [character] changes from the 
beginning to the end of the story? 
(2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which sentence best describes 
how (character) causes the event 
in paragraph #? (2019) 

Which statement best describes how Mr. 
Keene changes from the beginning to the 
end of the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Which sentence best describes how Tillie 
causes the event that happens on page 30? 

- p. 20-22 Mr. Keene always felt that the school 

“is a fine, fine school.” In the beginning and 

middle of the story Mr. Keene believes that 

everyone needs more school and adds Saturdays, 

Sundays, and summers to help students learn 

more.  

- p. 24- 25 After talking to Tillie, Mr. Keene 

realizes that not everyone is learning and that 

school every day is not the best idea.  

 
 
 
On page 25, Tillie tells Mr. Keene that “not 
everyone is learning.”  She goes on to 
explain that she is not able to learn the 
things she needs to learn outside of school 



because she is always in school.  This causes 
Mr. Keene to rethink his new rules.   

  


