
Name: _______________________________________      Date:  _______________________ 

Grade 3  Lesson 2  

  
Use the story titled “The Trial of Cardigan Jones” by Tim Egan on pages 51-69 in your student reader 

to answer the questions below.  

  

Directions  

Read the story. Then answer questions 1 - 5.  

  

1. How does the judge feel about Cardigan Jones? Use two details from the story to support 

your answer.  

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

   
 

2. Mrs. Brown’s feelings about Cardigan Jones change at different times in the story. Why do 

her feelings change? Use two details from the story to support your response. 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

 



3. According to the story, why does Mrs. Brown believe that Cardigan stole the pie? Use two 

details from the text to support your response. 

  

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 
  

  

4. How does the illustration of Cardigan on page 62 add to the reader’s understanding of what 

really happened to the pie? Use two details from the story to support your response. 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

 



 
5. What is the central message of “The Trial of Cardigan Jones”? Use two details from the story to 

support your response. 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Use the story titled “The Trial of Cardigan Jones” by Tim Egan on pages 51-69 in your student reader 

to answer the question below.  

  

Directions  

Read the story. Then answer question 6.  

 

6. What does the reader learn about the kind of person Cardigan Jones is? How do 

Cardigan Jones’ actions show the kind of person he is? Use details from the story to 

support your response. 

 

In your response be sure to 

 explain the kind of person Cardigan Jones is 

 explain how Cardigan Jones’ actions show the kind of person he is 

 use details from the story to support your response 

 

 
 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________



__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________  
   

   



Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  

RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 

actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

W.3.1b Provide reasons that support the opinion.  

W.3.1c Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion 

and reasons.  

  

Stem Used: How does [character] feel about X? Use two details from the story to support your 

answer. (2016) 

  

pp. 51-69  

 

1. How does the judge feel about Cardigan Jones? Use two details from the story to support your 
answer.  

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

  

In the story, “The Trial of Cardigan Jones,” the judge had to decide if Cardigan Jones was guilty 

of stealing Mrs. Brown’s pie. During the trial, the judge noticed how clumsy Cardigan was. In the 

courtroom, Cardigan Jones broke a statue, got tangled in the flag, knocked a gavel to the floor, and 

even knocked over the judge. The judge had an idea as to what may have happened to the pie. The 

judge took the jury and Cardigan Jones to Mrs. Brown’s house to see the place where the crime had 

happened. To everyone’s surprise, the pie was in the bushes and had not been eaten. The judge 

proved that Cardigan Jones was guilty of being clumsy but not of stealing the pie.  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  

RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 

actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

W.3.1b Provide reasons that support the opinion.  

W.3.1c Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion 

and reasons.  
  

Stem Used: [Character]’s feelings about X change at different times in the story. When do his feelings 

change? Why do his feelings change? Use details from the story to support your response. (4 pt) (2018) 

 
  

pp. 51-69  
  

2.  Mrs. Brown’s feelings about Cardigan Jones change at different times in the story. Why do her 

feelings change? Use two details from the story to support your response. 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

 In the story, “The Trial of Cardigan Jones,” the relationship between Mrs. Brown and Cardigan 

Jones changed from the beginning of the story to the end. At the beginning of the story, Mrs. Brown 

and Cardigan Jones were strangers. As a result, Mrs. Brown did not trust Cardigan and was quick to 

accuse him of stealing her pie after seeing him outside the window where the pie had been cooling. By 

the end of the story, Mrs. Brown found out that Cardigan had not stolen the pie but had accidentally 

knocked the pie off the windowsill with his antlers after stopping to smell the pie. Mrs. Brown felt 

terrible for misjudging Cardigan. To make amends, they threw a party in Cardigan’s honor and Mrs. 

Brown baked him a pie. 

 

Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)   

RL.3.3 Analyze why individuals/ characters, events, settings, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text.   

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

 

Stem used: According to the story, why does “X” do “Y”? Use two details from the text to support your 

response. (2018)   

   

pp. 51-69 

3. According to the story, why does Mrs. Brown believe that Cardigan stole the pie? Use two 

details from the text to support your response. 

 

Possible exemplary response: 

 

       According to the story, Mrs. Brown believes that Cardigan stole her pie.  On page 54, it is 

explained that when Mrs. Brown found that her pie was missing, the neighbor and the milkman 

confirmed that Cardigan had been standing there at her window near the pie.  The police officer also 

found pie crust on Cardigan’s shirt.  This evidence led Mrs. Brown to believe that he had taken her pie.   

 

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)   

RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words 

in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

 

Stem used: How does the picture add to the readers understanding of “x”? Use two details from the 

passage to support your response. (2017) 

   

pp. 51-69 

4. How does the illustration of Cardigan on page 62 add to the reader’s understanding of what 

really happened to the pie? Use two details from the story to support your response. 

 

Possible exemplary response: 

 

  The illustration of Cardigan on page 62 adds to the reader’s understanding of what really 

happened to the pie. On page 62, when Cardigan went up to the stand, he got his antlers tangled in 

the flag. This shows that Cardigan is a bit clumsy. The picture shows that Cardigan is not aware of the 

size and impact of his antlers until it is sometimes too late.  That makes it believable that Cardigan 

could have knocked the pit off the windowsill without even realizing it.  

 

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)   

RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the 

central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

 

Stem used: What is the central message in [passage]? Use two details from the story to support your 

response. (2019) 

   

pp. 51-69 

5. What is the central message in “The Trial of Cardigan Jones”? Use two details from the story 

to support your response. 

 

 

Possible exemplary response: 

 

  The central message of the story, “The Trial of Cardigan Jones,” is don’t judge a book by its 

cover. Everyone immediately assumed that Cardigan had stolen the pie without knowing all the facts. 

According to the story, they blamed Cardigan because he was the last person seen near the pie. The 

police arrested him because he had pie on his shirt. Luckily, the judge was fair and made it a point to 

hear all the evidence. It turned out that Cardigan had knocked over the pie with his antlers without 

realizing it. In the end everyone learned not to jump to conclusions without looking at all of the facts 

first.  

 

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exemplary Response - 4 Point 

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)  

RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 

actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.  

W.3.1b Provide reasons that support the opinion.  

W.3.1c Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect 

opinion and reasons.  

  

Stem Used: What does the reader learn about the kind of person [name] is? How do [character’s] 

actions show the kind of person s/he is? Use details from the story to support your response. (2016) 

  

pp. 51-69  

  

Use the story titled “The Trial of Cardigan Jones” by Tim Egan on pp. 51-69 in your student reader to 

answer the question below.  

  

Directions  

Read the story. Then answer question 6.  

 

6. What does the reader learn about the kind of person Cardigan Jones is? How do Cardigan 

Jones’ actions show the kind of person he is? Use details from the story to support your 

response. 

 

In your response be sure to 

 explain the kind of person Cardigan Jones is 

 explain how Cardigan Jones’ actions show the kind of person he is 

 use details from the story to support your response 

 

 

  

Possible Exemplary Response:  

In the story, “The Trial of Cardigan Jones,” the reader learns about Cardigan Jones as a person. 

In analyzing the events of the story, Cardigan Jones can be described as both foolish and clumsy.  

Cardigan Jones can be described as foolish because at the beginning of the story, he walked 

up to a stranger’s house to smell a pie cooling on the windowsill. Cardigan loves pies. When he 

noticed the pie in the window, he couldn’t help himself and went to smell the pie. Being new in town, 

he was not known to the townspeople so when they saw him near the pie, they were suspicious.  

Cardigan Jones can also be described as clumsy. Throughout the story, he was knocking over 

numerous objects. During the trial, he knocked over a statue, flag, gavel and the judge. His clumsiness 

ended up proving his innocence.  After the judge observed how clumsy Cardigan was, he determined 

Cardigan was a victim of his clumsiness and not a thief. The judge proved his theory by taking the 

jury to Mrs. Brown’s house and showing the jury the evidence in the bushes. Mrs. Brown and the 

courtroom crowd threw a party for Cardigan celebrating his innocence, but Cardigan remained 

clumsy, and knocked Mrs. Brown’s vase to the floor.  

 



Possible Details to Include:  

●
 Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 4-point rubric  


