
 

Grade 3 LESSON 2  “The Trial of Cardigan Jones” by Tim Egan, pp. 51-69  

STANDARD  
RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Which word best describes X? 
(2016) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which sentence from the passage 
shows a cause and effect 
relationship? (2016) 
  
 
 
 
What do paragraphs # through # 
show about [character]? (2017) 
 

 

Which word best describes Cardigan Jones?  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which sentence from the story shows a 
cause and effect relationship? 
  
  
  
  
 
What do paragraphs 2 and 3 on p. 65 show 
about the judge?  

 

One word that would best describe Cardigan 
Jones would be “clumsy” because his giant 
antlers knock over numerous things in the story 
including the pie and the judge.  

p. 53 One word that would best describe 
Cardigan Jones would be “bold” because he went 
up to a stranger’s house to smell a pie that was 
sitting in the window to cool.  

 
P. 55 -  A sentence from the story that shows a 

cause and effect relationship is “Noticing that he 

has pie crust on his shirt, they arrested him, even 

though he insisted he hadn’t stolen the pie.” 

Because he had pie on his shirt (cause), they 

arrested him (effect). 

 

The paragraphs on p. 65 show that the judge is 
fair and wants to find out exactly what happened 
to the pie. He is not convinced that Cardigan 
Jones is guilty.  

 



STANDARD  
RL. 3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Why does [character] most likely 
X? (2016) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
How did [character’s] actions 
show how s/he felt about Y? 
(2017) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does paragraph # help the 
reader understand about 
(character)? (2019) 
  

Why does the judge most likely go to Mrs.  
Brown’s house during the trial?  
  
  
  
  
  
 
How did the crowd’s actions in the 
courtroom show how they felt about 
Cardigan Jones?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What does paragraph 4 on page 61 
help the reader understand about 
the judge?  
 

p. 67 After observing Cardigan Jones’s clumsy 
behavior in the courtroom, the judge most 
likely goes to Mrs. Brown’s house to look 
more closely at the place the pie was last 
seen. The judge is looking for more evidence 
that might explain the disappearance of the 
pie.  

  
The actions of the crowd in the courtroom 
indicate that they are ready to find Cardigan 
guilty before all the facts and evidence are 
presented. After Mrs. Brown points to Cardigan 
the crowd murmurs and calls him guilty. When 
Cardigan’s antlers get twisted in the flag, the 
gopher calls him a troublemaker. When 
Cardigan bumps the judge with his antlers 
knocking the judge down, the jury members 
make up their minds.  
 
 
In paragraph 4, on page 61, the judge says “We 
still don’t have any proof.”  This shows that the 
judge is fair and wants to make sure there is 
proof before accusing Cardigan of stealing the 
pie.   

 



STANDARD  
RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 
to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  
RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral 
and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What is the most important 
lesson that [character(s)] 
learn(s) in the story? (2016) 
 
 
Which sentence best states a 
central message of the story? 
(2016) 
 
 

 
 
What happens after (character 
does X)? (2016) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which detail best supports the 
main idea of the passage? (2016) 
 
 
 
 

 

What is the most important lesson that the 
jury and townspeople learn in the story?  
 
 
 
Which sentence best states a central 
message of the story? 
 

 
 
 
 

What happens after Cardigan was called to 
take the stand and his antlers get all wrapped 
up in the flag? 
 
 
 
 
 
Which detail best supports the main idea of 
the passage? 
 
 
 
 

 

The most important lesson the jury and 
townspeople learn is not to make judgments 
about guilt or innocence until all the facts are 
presented.  
 
p. 67 The sentence that best states a central 
message of the story is “Everyone immediately 
felt terrible for being so rotten to Cardigan, and 
the jury proclaimed him “not guilty” right then 
and there.” It is not fair to judge someone 
without all of the facts. 

 
On page 62, Cardigan is called to take the stand. 
As he crossed the courtroom, his antlers 
accidentally got all wrapped up in the flag.  It took 
him over a minute to get untangled. The town 
folk immediately rallied against him. The gopher 
called him a troublemaker while others nodded in 
agreement.   
 
The detail which best supports the main idea is 
found on page 61.   When some of the folks were 
convinced that Cardigan took he pie, the judge 
kept saying “We still don’t have any proof.”   This 
detail supports the idea that Cardigan was 
innocent until proven guilty. 

 


