
Name: ______________________________________        Date:___________________            

Grade 3     Lesson 3  

  

Use the story titled “Destiny’s Gift” by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley on pages 87-109 of your student 

reader to answer the questions below.                                                                      

  

Directions  

Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2.  

  

1. What do paragraphs 1 through 3 on page 92 show about Mrs. Wade and Destiny?  Use two 

details from the story to support your response.  

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________  
   

2. What feeling does the author create in paragraphs 1 and 4 on page 96? Use two details from 

the story to support your response.   

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________  
  

  

  

  

  



  

  

Use the story titled “Destiny’s Gift” by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley on pages 87-109 of your student 

reader to answer the question below.                      

   

Directions  

   Read the story.  Then answer question 3.  

3.  How do Destiny’s actions show how she feels about Mrs. Wade’s bookstore at the 

beginning, middle, and end of the story?  What causes her feelings to change? Use details 

from the story to support your response.    

In your response be sure to   

▪ explain how Destiny’s feelings about the bookstore change in the beginning, 
middle, and end of the story  

▪ explain what caused Destiny’s feelings to change in the beginning, middle and 
end of the story  

▪ use details from the story to support your response  

  

  

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________  

  



  

Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)   

RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the sequence of events.   

W. 3. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful 

to aiding in comprehension  

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details  

  

Stem Used:  What do paragraphs # through # show about [character A] and [character B]? Use 

two details from the story to support your response.  

p. 92  

1. What do paragraphs 1 through 3 on page 92 show about Mrs. Wade and Destiny?  Use two 
details from the story to support your response.    

 

Possible Exemplary Response:   

       Paragraphs 1 through 3 on page 92 show that Mrs. Wade and Destiny are very good friends.  

For example, in the first paragraph, the author says that Destiny liked Saturdays the best.  

Saturday was when Mrs. Wade would set up a tray for tea and cookies for just the two of them 

after all the customers were gone, just like good friends do.  Also, after Destiny shared her stories, 

she felt very important.  Friends make each other feel important.  

  

Possible Details to Include  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point    

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Standard(s)   

  

RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers.  
W. 3. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful 

to aiding in comprehension  

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details  

  

Stem Used:  What feeling does the author create in paragraphs # and #? Use two details from 

the story to support your response.  

p. 96  

2. What feeling does the author create in paragraphs 1 and 4 on page 96?  Use two details 
from the article to support your response.  

    

  

  

Possible Exemplary Response:   

     In paragraphs 1 and 4 on page 96, the author creates a feeling of despair.  Based on the 

information on page 96, Mrs. Wade has been trying for a long time to figure out a way to keep 

the store open with no luck.  She is sad and desperate; it seems like there is no other way out 

than to close the store.  The text says, “I need to earn more money in order to pay the higher 

rent.”  The feeling of despair comes when she realizes that she doesn’t have enough customers 

to earn that much money.  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Exemplary Response - 4 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s)   

RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers.  
RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the sequence of events.   

W. 3. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful 

to aiding in comprehension  

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details  

  

Stem Used:  How does [character] feel about X at the beginning, middle and end of the story? 

What causes her/his feelings to change? Use details from the story to support your response.  pp. 

88, 96, 108  

In your student reader, use the story titled “Destiny’s Gift” by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley on pages 

87-109 to answer the question below.                       

  

Directions  

   Read the story.  Then answer question 3.  

3.  How do Destiny’s actions show how she feels about Mrs. Wade’s bookstore at the 

beginning, middle, and end of the story?  What causes her feelings to change? Use details 

from the story to support your response.    

In your response be sure to   

▪ explain how Destiny’s feelings about the bookstore change in the beginning, 
middle and end of the story  

▪ explain what caused Destiny’s feelings to change in the beginning, middle and 
end of the story  

▪ use details from the story to support your response  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Possible Exemplary Response:  

  

     Destiny’s feelings changed many times throughout the story.  In the beginning, Destiny felt 

welcomed and loved.  On page 88, she referred to the bookstore as her favorite place in the 

world.  Also, according to the text, as soon as Destiny walked into the store, “the wind chimes 

above the door tinkled a special hello.”  This shows she felt welcomed and loved.  

     Towards the middle of the story, Destiny’s feelings changed because she became afraid of the 

store closing.  Fear swept through her body.  On page 96 she said, “My heart froze mid-beat.” In 

addition, her voice was shaking when she asked about why the store had to close, showing that 

she was afraid.    

     Lastly, at the end of the story, even though Destiny still did not know if the store was going to 

close or not, she felt peaceful.  She remembered and wrote down everything she loved about the 

store and gave it to Mrs. Wade as a present. No longer was she afraid about the store closing. 

She understood that words are a powerful gift, and as long as she had her words and her 

memories, she could be at peace.  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 4-point rubric  

  

  

  


