
 

Grade  3  LESSON  3       “Destiny’s Gift”  by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley,  pp. 87-109  

STANDARD  
RL.3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.  
  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Which best describes why these 
lines are important to the story? 
(they show, provide, give…) 
(2016) 
 
 
Which sentence best describes 
how paragraph # relates to 
paragraph #? (2019) 

How can you best describe why paragraph 2 
on p. 109 is important to the story?   
 
 
 
 
Which sentence best describes how 
paragraph 2 on p. 92 relates to paragraph 3 
on p. 107? 

- p. 109   The second paragraph is important to 
the story because it shows the influence that 
Mrs. Wade had on Destiny’s love of words, 
reading and writing.  
 
 
The sentence that best describes how these 
paragraphs relate to each other is found on p. 
109 when Mrs. Wade is thanking Destiny for her 
gift of words.  She says, “Destiny, this is the best 
present anyone has ever given me; words are a 
powerful gift, indeed.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  



STANDARD  
RL. 3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence of events.  
  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Which sentence best describes 
how [character] feels about X? 
(2016)  
  
 
What do paragraphs # through # 
show about [character]? (2017) 
  
 
 
 
 
What does paragraph # help the 
reader understand about 
(character)? (2018) 

Which sentence on p. 90 best describes how 
Destiny feels about words?  
  
  
 
Turn to pp. 88 and 89. What do paragraphs 
4-8 show about Destiny’s determination to 
become a writer?  
 
 
 
 
What does paragraph 4 on p. 97 help the 
reader understand about the author? 
  

- p. 90 “When I wasn’t writing words, I was 
reading them ---gobbling them up from the 
pages of books as if they were candy.”  

  
  

Destiny eagerly learns a new word every day.  - 
She carries a notebook with her so she can write 
everything down.   
She talks to authors who love words just as 
much as she does.  
 
 
Paragraph 4 on p. 97 helps the reader 
understand how invested the author is in Mrs. 
Wade’s bookstore.  When she got home, she 
told her parents about Mrs. Wade’s store and 
cried so hard she didn’t think she’d ever stop. 
This shows that the author is a compassionate 
person who cares deeply about the fate of the 
bookstore.   

 
 
 

 
 



STANDARD  
RL. 3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

In paragraph X, why does  
[character]--- (2016) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
What feeling does the author 
create in paragraphs # and #? 
(2017) 
 
 
 
What does [section] mostly show 
about [character]? (2016) 
  
 
 
Which sentence from the story 
best explains why X? (2019) 

In paragraph 1 on p. 96 why does Mrs.  
Wade look sad while reading a letter?  
  
  
  
  
  
  
What feeling does the author create in 
paragraphs 2 and 3 on p. 96?  
 
 
 
 
What does paragraphs 2 and 3 on p. 96 show 
about Destiny? 
 
 
 
Which sentence from the story best explains 
why Mrs. Wade doesn’t know if she will 
close the book store at the end? 

- p. 96 Mrs. Wade became sad because her 
landlord was raising the rent, and she did not 
know if she would be able to afford the new 
rate.    

- She needs to earn more money in order to be 
able to afford the higher rent.  - There aren’t 
enough customers   

  
- a feeling of fear and sadness  
- Destiny feels terrible about the news of the 

store closing  
- Evidence: Her “heart froze mid-beat” and her 

voice was shaking.  
 
Paragraphs 2 and 3 on p. 96 show that Destiny 
feels terrible about the news of the store closing 
because her heart “froze mid-beat” and her 
voice was shaking. 
 
-The sentence that best explains why Mrs. Wade 
doesn’t know if she will close the book store at 
the end of the story is found on p. 106.  She says 
to Destiny, “It’s hard to know if customers will 
keep coming back.”  She cannot predict if she 
will have enough customers to keep up with the 
increasing financial demands of the bookstore.   

 


