
Name: ___________________________________________    Date: __________________  
Grade 4 Lesson 12   
 
Use the story by Laurence Yep titled “The Earth Dragon Awakes-The San Francisco Earthquake of 
1906” on pages 348-359 in your student reader to answer the questions below.  
 
Directions Read the text. Then answer questions 1-4. 
 

1. What feeling does the author create in paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 356? Use two details from 
the text to support your response.   

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

 
2. In paragraph 8 on page 356, why does the author say, “Suddenly a breeze brushes his face like 

a soft hand”?  Use two details from the story to support your response.   

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

 
 
 



 

3. According to the story, “The Earth Dragon Awakes-The San Fransisco Earthquake of 1906,” 

why do Chin and his father joke about the Earth Dragon scratching on page 350?  Use two 

details from the story to support your response.

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 

4. In paragraph 4 on page 352, what does the author mean when he says “buildings collapse like 

houses of cards”?  Use two details from the story to support your response.

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Use the anchor text titled “The Dragon Awakes - The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906” on pages 
348-357 in your student reader to answer the question below.   
 
Directions  
Read the article. Then answer question 5.   
 

 
5. How does the narrator’s point of view affect how the characters and events are described in 

the story?   
 
               In your response be sure to:  

 explain the narrator’s point of view  

 explain how the narrator’s point of view affects the way that characters and events are 
described  

 use details from the passage to support your response     
 

 

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
 
 
 



Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 
RL. 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text.  
 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.   
 
Stem Used: (2016) What feeling does the author create in paragraphs # and #?  Use two details from 
the story to support your response.  
 

 
1. What feeling does the author create in paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 356? Use two details from 

the text to support your response.    
 

 
Possible Exemplary Response:   

The author creates a feeling of hopelessness in the first two paragraphs on page 356.  In the 
first paragraph, Chin hopes he is digging out of the rubble but he is unsure.  He aches and feels like he 
cannot breathe.  Then, in the next paragraph he hears people above cry, “Fire!” and feels the 
thumping of running feet.  Chin cries, “Let me out!” but no one above hears him.  In this way the 
author creates the feeling of despair as Chin begins to believe they will never get free.   

 
Possible Details to Include:  

 Other relevant text-based details   
 
Score Points:  
Apply 2-point rubric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exemplary Response – 2 point 
 
RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that 
allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).   
 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.   
 
Stem Used: (2017) In paragraph #, why does the author say “X”?  Use two details from the article to 
support your response.    
 

 
2. In paragraph 8 on page 356, why does the author say, “Suddenly a breeze brushes his face like 

a soft hand”? Use two details from the story to support your response.    
 

 
Possible Exemplary Response:  

The author says, “Suddenly a breeze brushes his face like a soft hand,” to explain to the reader 
that if Chin can feel air blowing over his face, there must be an opening to the outside and a chance 
for escape.  The air rejuvenates Chin, and he forgets his pain and “scrapes at the wreckage” to make a 
narrow tunnel.  The reference to a soft hand may be a comparison to a mother or someone kind 
comforting him, the way he is comforted because the breeze tells him that there is a possibility for 
escape.   

 
Possible Details to Include:  

 Other relevant text-based details   
 
Score Point  
Apply 2-point rubric 
 



Exemplary Response – 2 point 
 
RL.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.  
 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.   
 
Stem Used: (2018) According to the article [article,] why does “X” do “Y”?  Use two details from 
the story to support your response. 
 

 
3. According to the story, “The Dragon Awakes - The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906,” 

why do Chin and his father joke about the Earth Dragon scratching on page 350?  Use 
two details from the story to support your response.  

 

 
Possible Exemplary Response:  

According to the story, Chin and his father joke about the Earth Dragon because they do 
not want to appear worried or scared.  Ah Sing had been through an earthquake before and 
thought it was not a big deal until they both fell to their knees.  The text says that he “tried to 
sound brave,” as he joked about the Earth Dragon scratching.  In response, Chin tried to be “just 
as fearless,” and says, “he must really have an itch.” 

 
Possible Details to Include:  

 Other relevant text-based details   
 
Score Point  
Apply 2-point rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exemplary Response – 2 point 
 
RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those 
that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).   
 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.   
 
Stem Used: (2019) In paragraph # of the article, what does (individual) mean when he says “X”? 
Use two details from the story to support your response. 
 
 

4. In paragraph 4 on page 352, what does the author mean when he says, “buildings collapse 
like houses of cards”? Use two details from the story to support your response. 

 
Possible Exemplary Response:  
 The author is using a simile to compare a house made of playing cards to buildings 
collapsing during the earthquake. Playing cards are flimsy and fall over easily. The author 
describes buildings falling down because the earthquake causes a process called liquefaction. 
The soil is like quicksand, not solid ground, and therefore the buildings collapse. The power of 
the earthquake makes it easy for the buildings to fall down. 

 
Possible Details to Include:  

 Other relevant text-based details   
 
Score Point  
Apply 2-point rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exemplary Response – 4 point 
 

RI.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, 
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.  
 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.   
 
Stem Used: (2017) How does the narrator’s point of view affect how the characters and events 
are described in the story?   
 
Use the anchor text titled “The Dragon Awakes-The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906” on pages 
348-357 in your student reader to answer the question below.   
 
Directions  
Read the article. Then answer question 5.   
 

 
5. How does the narrator’s point of view affect how the characters and events are described 
in the story?   

 
               In your response be sure to:  

 explain the narrator’s point of view  

 explain how the narrator’s point of view affects the way that characters and 
events are described  

 use details from the passage to support your response     
 

 
Possible Exemplary Response:   

In the story, the narrator tells the story from Chin’s point of view.  Readers know what 
Chin thinks and feels, but they do not know what other characters think or feel.   

Chin’s point of view affects how other characters and events are described. For instance, 
Chin thinks his father is brave.  He describes him as “fearless” when the earthquake begins.   
Later, when Chin is able to escape the tunnel but must leave his father behind, he says that, “He 
would be afraid to be left alone in the darkness. Until now he didn’t realize how brave his father 
was.” Because the reader only sees Chin’s point of view, the reader does not know how his 
father might have been feeling about the earthquake.   

In addition, the earthquake itself is described from Chin’s point of view.  Because he has 
never experienced an earthquake, even the first tremors are frightening to him.  On the other 
hand, the narrator describes how his father speaks unworriedly about the initial tremors. Later, 
when the earthquake buries Chin and his father alive, the narrator continues to reveal Chin’s 
terror and panic.  

Finally, while Chin is buried, the narrator does not tell what is happening above except 
through voices that are heard in the distance shouting things like “Fire!” and “The Earth Dragon 
is mad!”  

Overall, Chin’s point of view affects how events and characters are described throughout 
the story.       



Possible Details to Include:   

 Other relevant text-based details   
 
Score Points:  
Apply 4-point rubric 
 
 
 


