
 

Name: _______________________________________   Date: ___________  

Grade 4 Lesson 13  

 

Use the passage by Jennifer Owings Dewey titled “Antarctic Journal, Four Months at the Bottom of the 
World” on pages 376-387 in your student reader to answer the questions below. 

 

Directions  

Read the story. Then answer questions 1-4.  

 

1. What is the main idea of paragraphs 1 to 3 on page 381? Use two details from the passage to 
support your response. 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________ 

 
 

2. What character trait most helps Jennifer Owens Dewey to get to firm ice safely after she falls? Use 
two details from the passage to support your response. 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________ 



 

 
3. How does the picture of a green flash support the information in the passage on page 385? Use two 

details from the passage to support your response. 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________ 
 

 
4. What does paragraph 4 on page 387 show about Jennifer’s point of view? Use two details from 

the passage to support your response. 

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Use the articles titled “Antarctic Journal, Four Months at the Bottom of the World” on pages 376-387 
and “Cold, Cold Science” on pages 392-400 in your student reader to answer the question below.  
 
Directions  
Read the articles. Then answer question 5. 
 

 
5. Both “Antarctic Journal” and “Cold, Cold Science” focus on Antarctica. How is Antarctica 

similar and different in both articles? Use details from both articles to support your 
response.  

 
In your response be sure to  

• explain how the two accounts of Antarctica are similar  

• explain how the two accounts of Antarctica are different  

• use details from both articles to support your response 
 

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

 
 
 



 

 
EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

 
RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize 
the text.  
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.  
W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
 
Stem: What is the main idea of paragraphs # to #? Use two details from the story to support your 
response. 
 

 

1. What is the main idea of paragraphs 1 to 3 on page 381? Use two details from the passage to 
support your response. 

 

 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 

The main idea in paragraphs 1 to 3 on page 381 is that penguins on Litchfield Island are very    
curious and do not fear humans. The penguins walk right up to Jennifer Owens Dewey, take her hat, 
tug at her clothing, and walk on her typewriter trying to remove the paper from the rolls. Humans may 
not touch the penguins and that may be why they have no fear of people. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 

• Other relevant text-based details 
 

Score Points: 

Apply 2-point rubric. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
 
RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.  
W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
 
Stem: What character trait most helps [character] do X? Use two details from the story to support 
your response. 
 

 
2. What character trait most helps Jennifer Owens Dewey get safely to firm ice after she falls? 

Use two details from the passage to support your response. 
 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

Calmness is the character trait that most helps Jennifer Owens get to firm ice safely. After the 

crack opened beneath her feet and she fell to her shoulders, she maintained her composure and 

slowly lifted herself out of the crevasse without widening the gap further. She writes that she was 

“terrified the gap would keep growing,” so she moved slowly. It took her an hour to crawl out. Then 

Dewey realized that walking might cause the ice to crack beneath her again so she “decided to crawl 

down the glacier on hands and knees,” feeling her way “inch by inch.” If she had not been calm and 

composed, she might never have made it back to camp. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 

• Other relevant text-based details 
 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
 
RI.4.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.  
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.  
W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

 

Stem: How does the picture of “X” support the information in the passage?  Use two details from 

the passage to support your response. 

 

 
3. How does the picture of a green flash support the information in the passage on page 385? 

Use two details from the passage to support your response. 
 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  
 The picture of the green flash supports the information in the passage by providing a visual 

representation.  On page 385, the author describes the colors of the sun’s orb slipping slowly toward 

the horizon as a fat squished pumpkin. The picture helps the reader visualize what it looks like.  The 

picture also helps us see the green flash of light near where the pumpkin would have dropped from. 

   

Possible Details to Include: 

• Other relevant text-based details 
 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
 
RI.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the 
difference between first and third-person narrations. 
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.  
W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
 
Stem: What does paragraph # show about (character’s) point of view? Use two details from the story 
to support your response. 
 

 
4. What does paragraph 4 on page 387 show about Jennifer’s point of view? Use two details 

from the passage to support your response. 
 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

In paragraph 4 we learn that Jennifer considers Antarctica to be the “last great wilderness.”  

She describes it as a place where whales have rights and krill swarm in numbers “greater than the 

stars.” She uses the word “graceful” to describe how the icebergs drift.  

 

Possible Details to Include: 

• Other relevant text-based details 
 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
 

RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably.  
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly.  
W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
 
Stem: Both “X” and “Y” focus on Z. How is Z similar and different in both articles? Use details from both 
articles to support your response. 
 
Use the articles titled “Antarctic Journal, Four Months at the Bottom of the World” on pages 376-387 
and “Cold, Cold Science” on pages 392-400 in your student reader to answer the question below.  
 
Directions  
Read the articles. Then answer question 5. 
 

 
5. Both “Antarctic Journal” and “Cold, Cold Science” focus on Antarctica. How is Antarctica 
similar and different in both articles? Use details from both articles to support your response.  
 
In your response be sure to  
· Explain how the two accounts of Antarctica are similar  
· Explain how the two accounts of Antarctica are different  
· Use details from both articles to support your response 

 

 
Possible Exemplary Response:  

Antarctica is treated both similarly and differently in the articles, “Antarctic Journal Four 
Months at the Bottom of the World” by Jennifer Owings Dewey and “Cold, Cold Science” by Dewey 
Badeauz.  

Both articles provide similar information about Palmer Station in Antarctica where scientists 
collect data and study the unique characteristics of the ecosystem.  Also, they each portray 
Antarctica as the windiest and coldest place on Earth.  Additionally, in both passages the reader 
learns about Antarctica’s animals such as penguins, seals, whales, and krill that make up the 
Antarctic ecosystem.  

However, the articles are also different because each author writes using a different point of 

view. Ms. Dewey writes a first-person account of her time in Antarctica and shares her personal 

experiences, such as falling through the ice.  In addition, she describes the beauty and majesty of 

Antarctica using narrative language to describe the things she sees, such as the “graceful’ icebergs. 

Conversely, “Cold, Cold Science” by Mr. Badeauz is written in third-person point-of-view and is 

strictly informational. For example, in contrast to the first, personal account of penguin behavior, he 

describes how scientists observe penguins to learn more about how different species survive. He 



 

does not focus on the beauty of Antarctica, but rather on its scientific importance.  

There is much to learn about Antarctica and its ecosystem by reading both texts. Although the 

authors’ purpose and point of view were different, all of the information provided gives more insight 

into the unique environment that is Antarctica.  

 
Possible Details to Include:  
· Other relevant text-based details  
 
Score Points:  
Apply 4-point rubric 


