
LESSON Grade 4 Lesson 13  TEXT: Antarctic Journal: Four Months at the Bottom of the World by Jennifer Owings Dewey 
pp. 376 - 387  

STANDARD  
RI.4.1 Refer to details and example s in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

  
In paragraph #, the details about  
X are important because they…  

(2017) 

  
Review paragraphs 7 and 8 of the section 

titled “December 3rd Litchfield Island.” Why 

are the details about Adelie penguins’ stone 

collecting important?  

 
The penguins collect stones to build nests.  It 
explains how important the process is because 
the penguins make hundreds of trips and take 
their time to determine where to put the stones. 

STANDARD  

RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 

information in a text or part of a text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

 

What is the main reason the 
author includes [section]? (2016) 

 
What is the main reason the author 
includes the section on p. 38 titled 
“January 6th Palmer Station?”  

 

The author includes this section to show the 
reader that even though Antarctica is “the 
windiest, coldest, most forbidding region on 
Earth” there are magical events worth 
experiencing.  



STANDARD  

RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures 

in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

  

What does [section] mostly show 

about [character]? (2016) 

  

What does the section titled “December 

24th Palmer Station” on pp. 383 and 384 

mostly show about the author?  

  

It shows that the author has developed a deep 

respect for both the danger and beauty of 

Antarctica when she states, “I have a new 

weariness tonight, born of having been 

frightened out of my wits while watching one 

of the most beautiful skies I’ll ever see.”  

STANDARD  

RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 

information in a text or part of a text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

  

How is the article mainly 

organized? (2018) 

  

How is Antarctic Journal Four Months at the 

Bottom of the Sea mainly organized?  

  

The journal entries are organized in chronological 

order.  

 

 

 

  
STANDARD  

RI.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g. a character’s 

thoughts, words, or actions) 



QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Read this sentence from 
paragraph # X. How is this detail 
important to paragraph #? 
(2019) 

 

Read this sentence from paragraph 1 on 
page 383.  

“It was three in the morning, bright 
outside, and I couldn’t sleep.”  

How is this detail important to paragraph 4 
on page 383? 

  

Because Jennifer couldn’t sleep, she decided to 
go outside for a walk. This resulted in her falling 
into a deep crack in the glacier that opened as 
she was walking. 

 

  
  
 


