
  

Grade 4 Lesson 18  TEXT “Hercules’ Quest” by Martina Melendez, pp. 529-537.  

STANDARD:  

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 

thoughts, words, or actions).  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

 

What do the details in 

paragraph # suggest about 

[character]? (2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which sentence describes 

how [character] feels about 

X? (2016) 

 

What do the details on page 530 in 

paragraphs 1-3 suggest about Hera?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which sentence on page 531 describes how 

Zeus feels about Hercules doing dangerous 

and dishonorable things?  

Hera is jealous. She wants all of Zeus’ attention.   
 
Hera is evil; she puts serpents in Hercules’ baby 
cradle and wants Hercules to use his strength for 
harm. 
 
NB:  Teachers, this item is similar to one of the 

CR questions.  Consider asking students to 

complete the CR responses prior to discussing 

Hera.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

“Zeus was disappointed at his son’s behavior, 
and so he decided that Hercules would have to 
earn back his honor and prove worthy of the gift 
of strength.”   

  



STANDARD:  

RL.4.5 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 

to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.   

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

How does paragraph X relate 

to paragraph Y? (it explains, 

shows, reveals) (2016) 

How does paragraph 5 on page 532 relate to 
paragraph 4 on page 533?   
  
  

• These paragraphs are related because 

both describe how Hercules triumphs 

over the challenges imposed by 

Eurystheus.  

• In both encounters, Zeus is watching 

Hercules.  

• In both situations, Hercules’ success 

made Hera angrier.  

 

 

Grade 4 Lesson 18  TEXT “Hercules’ Quest” by Martina Melendez, pp. 529-537.  

 

STANDARD  

RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 

to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What is the most important 

lesson that [character] learns in 

the story? (2016) 

What is the most important lesson that 

Hercules learns in the story?  

Hercules learns that he should only use his 

strength to help others.   

  



Grade 4 Lesson 18  TEXT: Hercules’ Quest by Martina Melendez, pp. 529-537.  

STANDARD  
RL.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  
  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What does the word “X” mean 
as it is used in paragraph 
#? (2019) 

What does the word “resourceful” mean 
as it is used in paragraph 5 on p. 536?  

The word resourceful refers to Hercules’ ability to 
find clever ways to overcome seemingly 
impossible obstacles. 

• He showed he was resourceful by devising a 
plan to go to Atlas to get the apples instead 
of confronting the dragon himself.  

 
NB:  Teachers, this item is similar to one of the 
CR questions.  Consider asking students to 
complete the CR responses prior to discussing 
Hercules’ resourcefulness orally.  

 


