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Grade 4 Lesson 23 

 
Use the text by Linda Vieira titled “The Ever-Living Tree: The Life and Times of a Coast Redwood” 
on pages 689-699 in your student reader to answer the questions below. 

 

 
Directions 

Read the text. Then answer questions 1 and 2. 

 
1. In paragraph 4 on page 696 what does “boom town” mean?  Use two details from the 

text to support your response. 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

 
 

2. What is the main idea of paragraphs 1 to 3 on page 691? Use two details from the article 
to support your response. 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 



 

Use the text by Linda Vieira titled “The Ever-Living Tree: The Life and Times of a Coast Redwood” on 
pages 689-699 in your student reader and the poem by J. Patrick Lewis titled “First Recorded 6,000 
Year-Old Tree in America” on page 705 in your student reader to answer the question below. 

 
Directions 

Read the text and poem. Then answer question 3. 
 

3. Both the text and poem focus on the life cycle of the redwood. How is the description of 

the life cycle of the redwood similar and different in the text and the poem? Use details 

from both articles to support your response. 

In your response be sure to 

 explain the life cycle of the redwood 

 explain how the description of the life cycle of the redwood trees are similar and 

different in the text and poem. 

 use details from both texts to support your response 
 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 

  



EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 2-pt 

 
RI.4.4: Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

 
Stem Used: Gr. 4: In paragraph # of [article] what does “X” mean?  Use two details from the article to 

support your response. RI.4.4 

 
 

In paragraph 4 on page 696 what does “boom town” mean?  Use two details from the 
text to support your response. 

 

 Possible Exemplary Response: 
In the text the phrase “boom town” refers to towns that grew big and successful very 

quickly. The word “boom” reminds you of a burst or explosion, just like the towns burst into 
life.  In this case, it was because gold was discovered in the West. People crossed the continent 
in horse-drawn wagons and railroads to get there, hoping to become rich. This caused the 
population of the towns to “boom” or grow very quickly.  

 

Possible Details to Include: 

 Other relevant text-based details 
 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric 



 
 

 
EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 2-pt

RI.4.2: Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize 
the text. 
 

Stem Used: Gr 4: What is the main idea of paragraphs # to #?  Use two details from the story to 

support your response. 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The main idea of the these paragraphs is that the redwood tree is strong and resilient. The 

flames from the fire damaged the tree near the ground and the tree was hollowed-out like a cave. 
But, the tree continued to grow and new bark covered up the hole on the outside. Not even a fire 
could stop the tree from living. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 

 Other relevant text-based details 

 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric 

2.   What is the main idea of paragraphs 1 to 3 on page 691? Use two details from 
the article to support your response. 



EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 4-pt 

 

RI.4.2: Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

RI.4.9: Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about 
the subject knowledgeably. 

 
Stem Used: Gr 4: Both articles focus on X.  How is X similar and different in both articles?  Use 

details from both articles to support your response.  (4 pt) 

 

Directions 

Use the text titled “The Ever-Living Tree: The Life and Times of a Coast Redwood” by Linda Vieira 
on pages 689-699 in your student reader and the poem “First Recorded 6,000 Year-Old Tree in 
America” by J. Patrick Lewis on page 705 in your student reader to answer the question below. 

 

3. Both the text and poem focus on the life cycle of the redwood. How is the description 

of the life cycle of the redwood similar and different in the text and the poem? Use details 

from both articles to support your response. 

In your response be sure to 

 explain the life cycle of the redwood 

 explain how the descriptions of the life cycle of the redwood trees are similar and 

different in the text and poem. 

 use details from both articles to support your response 

 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

The text “The Ever-Living Tree: The Life and Times of a Coast Redwood” and the poem 
“First Recorded 6,000 Year-Old Tree in America” describe the life cycle of the redwood. 

The text and the poem are similar because they both illustrate the life cycle of one 
redwood tree. Both begin with the redwood beginning to sprout and grow from the ground. 
Through many, many years and seasons the tree continues to grow grander, higher, sturdier, 
and straighter. At the end of each piece, the coast redwood died and fell to the ground. 

The text and poem communicated the length of the life of the redwood in different ways.  
The author of the text included the history of humans as a comparison to show that the tree 
lived a very long time. The author of the poem included both explicit information that the tree 
was 6,200 years old and figurative language - “And watched the seasons come and go,” and “For 
sixty centuries or more” to help the reader gauge the length of time the tree lived. 

Each piece gives the reader an idea of how the redwood grew and grew and how long it 
lived. 

 
Possible Details to Include: 

 Other relevant text-based details 

 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric 


