
 
GRADE 5 LESSON 11 TEXT Dangerous Crossing  by Stephen Krensky, pp.327-339 
STANDARD 
L.5.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context. 

 QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
What does the simile “X” in 
paragraph # help the reader 
to understand? (2017) 

What does the simile, “Chests and casks 
were tossed about like straw…,” in 
paragraph 1 on page 335 help the reader to 
understand? 

The simile helps the reader to understand how 
violent the storm was because straw is very 
light and can be easily lifted and thrown 
around.  Chests and casks are very heavy items 
so the winds in the storm must be very strong 
to be able to toss chests and casks.  

STANDARD 
RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes or stanzas fit together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama or 
poem. 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
How are paragraphs # and # 
important to the structure of the 
story? (2016) 

 How are paragraph 2 on page 331 and 
paragraph 1 on page 339 important to the 
structure of the story? 

Both paragraphs contain excerpts from John 
Adams’ diary. By using direct quotations from 
the diary entries, the author makes his 
interpretation of this historical event 
believable. Readers know that the story is 
based on research and facts. 
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STANDARD 
RL.5.7  Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, 
multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
The illustration best supports 
the information provided in 
which paragraph? (2017) 

The illustration on p. 330 best supports the 
information provided in which paragraph? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The illustration best supports the first 
paragraph on page 330. It shows the reader 
what a frigate looks like. 
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STANDARD 
RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the 

text (eg., how characters interact).   

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

What can the reader infer 

about [character] in paragraph 

#? (2018) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What can the reader infer about Johnny 

from the text on page 328? 

 
 
 

The reader can infer that Johnny is 

adventurous and a bit naïve.  He doesn’t care 

about the dangers of the voyage because he is 

so excited to be traveling.  However, he has 

never been far from home and doesn’t really 

appreciate how deadly the sea can be in the 

wintertime.  
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STANDARD 
RI 5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area. 

 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Read this sentence from 
paragraph # of the article. X.  
How does the author’s word 
choice in the sentence affect 
the meaning of the passage? 
(2019) 

 

Read this sentence from paragraph 3 on p. 
295 of the story.  

“It was dangerous to cross the ocean 
in mid-winter, but time was pressing.” 

How does the author’s word choice in the 
sentence affect the meaning of the 
passage? 
 
 

 

The sentence suggests that they undertook 

the voyage knowing that there was a great 

risk.   In the rest of the passage, the reader 

will learn about all the dangers a winter 

crossing entailed.  However, The Adams and 

the crew were willing to risk their lives for 

the Revolution. 

 

 


