
Grade 5  LESSON  14 TEXT: “James Forten,” by Walter Dean Myers, pp. 421-431 

STANDARD 
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

 
What can the reader infer from 
paragraphs X through Y? (2016) 

 
What can the reader infer f r o m  paragraphs 
1 through 2 on page 422? 

 
The reader can infer that Thomas Forten was a 
hard worker and highly motivated to succeed at 
his job because 

− the job paid reasonably well 
− the job provided steady work 
− he purchased his wife’s freedom 

− he and his wife were expecting a baby  
 
 

STANDARD 
RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain- specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

 
What does the word “X” in 
paragraph # suggest about 
[character]? (2017) 

 
What does the word “sneer” in paragraph 1 
page 429 suggest about the captain? 

 
It suggests that 

- he felt no sympathy for the 
prisoners 

- he looked down on the prisoners 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 5  LESSON  14 TEXT: “James Forten,” by Walter Dean Myers, pp. 421-431 

STANDARD 
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

QUESTION FRAME QUESTION FRAME QUESTION FRAME 

 
In paragraph X, why does 
[character]--- (2016) 

 
In the last paragraph on p. 422 and the first 
paragraph of p.423, why does Forten’s mother 
most likely insist that he attend school? 

 
Mrs. Forten most likely insists that he attend 
school because 

- she shared Anthony Benezet’s belief 
that Africans needed an education to 
have a meaningful place in the 
colonies 

- she believed it would help him to build 
a better future 
 

STANDARD 
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

 
What can the reader infer from 
paragraphs X through Y? (2016) 
 
 
 

 
What can the reader infer from paragraph 2 
on page 431 about James Forten’s abilities as 
a businessman? 

 
The reader can infer that James Forten was 
very capable as a businessman because  

- Forten took over the business 
- Forten helped the business to thrive 
- He became one of the wealthiest men 

in Philadelphia 
 
 
 



Grade 5  LESSON  14 TEXT: “James Forten,” by Walter Dean Myers, pp. 421-431 

STANDARD 
RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(eg., how characters interact). 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

 
What can the reader infer about 
[character] in paragraph #? 
(2018) 
 
 
 

 
What can the reader infer about James Forten 
in paragraph 1 on p. 424? 
 

 
The reader can infer that James is kind and 
compassionate. 

• The captives he saw in bondage on the 
ship touched his heart.   

• He felt badly for the slaves  

• He never accepted it as natural that 
black people should be slaves  
 

STANDARD 
RL 5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, 
or poem. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

 
How do paragraphs # and # 
relate to each other? (2019) 

 
How do paragraphs 2 and 3 on p. 428 and 
paragraph 6 on p. 429 relate to each other? 
 

 
These paragraphs relate to each other 
because they show a cause and effect 
relationship. 

• Because James befriended the 

Captain’s son, the Captain’s son 

advocated with his father to keep 

James from being sold into slavery 

 

 


