
Grade 5 LESSON 17       “LAFFF from Best Shorts” by Lensey Namioka, pp. 511-525  

STANDARD  
RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 
to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What is the most important 
lesson that [character] learns in 
the story? (2016) 

What is the most important lesson that 
Angela learns in the story?  

The most important lesson that Angela learns in 
the story is to believe in her own creative ability 
as a writer.    

STANDARD  
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.   

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

In paragraph #, why does 
[character] X? (2016) 
  
  
  
  
  

In paragraph 6 on page 516, why did Peter 
ask Angela not to tell anybody about the 
machine until he had got it right?  

Peter did not want Angela to tell anyone about 
the machine because:  

- He did not want anyone to steal his idea.  
- because he was a perfectionist   
- He wanted to make sure that it was 

perfect before revealing his invention.  

STANDARD  
RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., how characters interact).  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What do details in paragraphs # 
through # suggest about 
[character]? (2017) 
  
  

What do details in paragraphs 5 through 6 
on page 512 suggest about Peter Lu?  

The details on p. 512 suggest that Peter did not 
care about the same things that the other kids 
cared about. It states:   

- He was always deep in thought.  
- He didn’t have any friends.  
- He was always reading.  
- Angela was scared of him.   

  



  

STANDARD  
RL 5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, 
or poem. 

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

How do paragraphs # and # relate 
to each other? (2019) 
 

How do the third paragraph on p. 518 and 
the third paragraph on p. 523 relate to each 
other? 
 

The paragraph on p. 518 describes how Angela 
will go back in time and copy down the winning 
entry. The paragraph on p. 523 shows that 
Angela is feeling guilty about winning in this 
way.   

 

 


