
 

 

                         

 

  

  

Grade 5 LESSON 19  TEXT:  “Darnell Rock Reporting” by Walter Dean Myers, pp. 569 - 581  

STANDARD  
RL.6.5: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the 
theme, setting, or plot.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

The author most likely includes this 
description of X to -- (emphasize, 
demonstrate, provide) (2016) 

Why does the author most likely include the 
introduction on page 570?  
 
 

The author most likely includes the introduction on page 
570 to provide the background information necessary to 
understand the story.   This sets the tone that there will be 
two opposing viewpoints about how the basketball courts 
should be used.  

STANDARD    
RL.5.3: Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how 
characters interact).  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What do details in paragraphs # 
through # suggest about 
[character]? (2017) 

What do the details in the paragraph on page 
577 suggest about Darnell?  

The details on page 577 suggest that Darnell is 
compassionate and cares about others.    

• He is able to empathize with people of different 
backgrounds.  (“Maybe the garden will be a way for the 
homeless people to get back into some good things…”)  

• He cares about the community and wants everyone to 
be the best they can be (“… maybe seeing the homeless 
people getting back into a better life will be a way for 
some of the kids to think about what’s happening to 
them.”).  



  
 

 

 

STANDARD    
RL. 5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
 

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What does the phrase “X” (paragraph 
#) suggest about Y? (2018) 
 

What does the phrase, “a knot in his stomach,” 
(paragraph 5 on p. 575) suggest about how 
Darnell is feeling? 
 

Darnell is nervous about speaking in front of all the people 
at the City Council Meeting. 
 
The thought of speaking after Linda is intimidating. 
 
He was passionate about the community garden and 
wanted to do a good job.  

STANDARD    
RL. 5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in a text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how 
the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 

 

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Which sentence expresses a theme 
of the story? (2019) 

Which sentences on p. 579 express a theme of 
the story? 

 “Sometimes you lose,” Miss Seldes said.  “But you still did 
a good job.” 

• When you feel passionate about something you 
should fight for it even if there is a chance you will 
lose. 

• Life is not about winning or losing, it is about trying 
your best and working hard for what you believe in. 

• Even though Darnell lost, he still shared his thoughts 
with many people.  This helps to raise awareness of 
the issue and encourages others to step in and help 
out.  

 


