
  

GRADE 5 LESSON 21  TEXT “Tucket’s Travels” by Gary Paulson pp. 635-649  

STANDARD  

RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes or stanzas fit together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, 

drama or poem.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

How are paragraphs X and Y 

important to the structure of the 

story? (they describe, explain, 

introduce…) (2016) 

How is paragraph 4 on page 636 

important to the structure of the story?  

Paragraph 4 on page 636 is important to the 
structure of the story because it describes 
Francis’ relationships with Lottie and Billy.  

• This is important because it tells us 
how Francis met Lottie and Billy and 
how they have helped each other.    

• They also tell us that the three of 
them stick together because they 
have lost their families.  

-EVIDENCE:   

How they met:   

• “He had found them sitting in a 
wagon on the prairie all alone.”  How 
the lost their families:   

• “Their father had died of cholera and 
their wagon train had abandoned the 
family”  

• “He’d been separated from them a 
year before, when Pawnees had 
kidnapped him from the wagon train 
on the Oregon Trail.”  

  Why the stayed together:   
• “But Francis and Lottie and Billy—

well, they were used to each other. 
They stuck together.  

  



 

STANDARD  

RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and 

similes.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What does the word “X” in 

paragraph # suggest about 

[character}? (2017) 

What does the word “shambling” on page 

543 in paragraph 4 suggest about Francis?  

 -The word “shambling” on page 543 in paragraph 
4 suggests that Francis is very tired.    
  
Shambling means that Francis is shuffling his feet 
when he walks, probably from being tired.  He is 
carrying Billy, who “weigh[s] a ton.”   
  

When they got to the trees, “Francis dropped 

Billy like a stone.”  
 

 

STANDARD  

L5.5a Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  Interpret figurative 

language, including similes and metaphors, in context.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What does the simile “X” in 

Paragraph # help the reader to 

understand? (2017) 

What does the simile “sweet as 

sugar” on page 644 in Paragraph 8  

help the reader to understand?  

The simile, “sweet as sugar,” in paragraph 8 on 

page 644 helps the reader to understand just 

how good the water tasted to Lottie.  The 

reason the water is so delicious to her is 

because she has not had any in a long time.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



STANDARD  

RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes or stanzas fit together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama or 

poem.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

How does paragraph # 

relate/connect to #? (provides, 

shows, presents, explains) (2017) 

How does paragraph 2 on page 637 connect 

to paragraphs 2 and 3 on page 649?  

- Paragraph 2 on page 637 tells the reader that 
Francis knew that luck was very important to 
their plan.    

• “But luck was the major factor 
in the plan. If the Comancheros 
caught Grimes or even got 
within sight of him they’d 
know that Francis and the 
children weren’t with him. 
They’d turn and come back for 
the children.”    

This connects to paragraphs 2 and 3 on 
page 649 because a storm came out of 
nowhere and saved them from the men 
who were looking for them.  

• “He looked to the west and 
smiled. There would be no 
tracks after that.”  

  

  


