
  

Grade 5 LESSON  9       “Storm Warriors”  by Elisa Cabone,  pp. 266-277  

STANDARD  
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions.)  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

Which sentence best describes 
how [character] feels about X?  

On page 268, which sentence best describes 
how Nathan feels about medical books?   

The “critical life-saving skills” that Nathan learns 
from medical books are just as important as 
bravery.   
- On p. 268 it says, “As the storm rages, he 
begins to realize that knowledge is as important 
as bravery” when it comes to rescuing lives.      
   

STANDARD  
RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, 
or poem.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

How are paragraphs X and Y 
important to the structure of the 
story?   
  

How is paragraph 1 on page 268 important 
to the structure of the story?   

This story is an excerpt from a longer text.   
Page 268 paragraph 1 is important because it is 
an introduction that provides background for 
the reader and puts the first scenes of the 
story in context. This is helpful because the 
audience has not read the chapters/pages that 
came before and doesn’t know Nathan’s 
history. - The text is italicized which means it is 
not part of the actual story.    
 
Point out to students that the State 
assessment sometimes provides paragraphs 
like this one when it uses an excerpt from a 
longer work. 
  



STANDARD  
RL.5.2 Determine the theme from details in the text including how characters in a story respond to challenges or how the speaker 
in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What is the most important 
lesson that [character] learns in 
the story?  

What is the most important lesson that 
Nathan learns in the story?  
  

p. 272 Nathan is unsure of himself in the 
beginning of the story. He learns that being 
prepared and having courage will help him save 
lives, which he did when he acted to save the 
sailor’s life.  
 
p. 272 “Even though he doesn’t think he could 
ever go into the stormy water to the shipwreck 
like the others do, he can still help save lives 
because of his medical knowledge.“ 

Standard 
RL 5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

What does the point of view in 
paragraph # help the reader to 
understand? (2018) 
 

What does the point of view in paragraph 3 
on page 270 help the reader to understand? 
 

While watching the surfmen doing the water 
rescue, Nathan realized that his dream might 
not come true.  

- He realized that he would never be able 
to do what these men were doing 
because it was so dangerous. 

- He did not have the courage to risk his 
life in that way. 

- He thought he would never be a surfman 
even though he had hoped and dreamed 
of it for so long. 

  



STANDARD 
RL5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and 
similes. 

QUESTION FRAME  TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION  POSSIBLE RESPONSES  

What does the phrase “X” in 
paragraph # suggest about 
[character]? (2019) 

What does the phrase “My hands felt 
clammy and shaky…” in paragraph 5 on page 
275 suggest about Nathan? 

The words “clammy and shaky” in paragraph 5 
on page 275 mean that Nathan felt nervous 
about taking over care of the wounded man. 

- He already thought he did not have what 
it takes to be a surfman so his confidence 
was weak. 

- He was not confident in his medical 
abilities yet. 

- It was his first time caring for someone in 
a true medical emergency so he was 
naturally nervous, though he quickly 
realized that he knew what to do and 
could help. 

 


