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Grade 6 Lesson 13 

 

Use the selection by Dolores Johnson titled “Onward” on pages 376-387 in your student reader 
to answer the questions below. 

 
Directions 

Read the article. Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. How do lines 4 through 10 in paragraph 2 on page 378 contribute to the development of the key idea 
in the passage “Onward”?  

 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

 

 
 
 

 

2. How do Ootah’s actions affect Henson’s dream of reaching the North Pole?  Use two details 
from the story to support your response. 

 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
   



Use the biography by Dolores Johnson titled “Onward” on pages 376-387 and the memoir by Matthew 
Henson titled “The Pole” on pages 392-396 in your student reader to answer the question below. 

 
Directions 

Read the articles. Then answer questions 3.  
 

3. What personal characteristics do Matthew Henson and Commander Robert F. Peary 

share and how do these characteristics help them reach their goals? 

In your response be sure to 

 explain personal characteristics that the two men share 

 explain how these characteristics help them reach their goals 

 use details from both readings to help support your response 
 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  

 



EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text 
and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

Stem Used: How do lines # and # contribute to the development of a key idea in the passage “X”? Use 
two details from the article to support your response. 

 
 

1.   How do lines 4 through 8 in paragraph 2 on page 378 contribute to the development of the 
key idea in the passage “Onward”?  

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Lines 4 through 8 in paragraph 2 on page 378 describe the demands and sacrifices Matthew 

Henson has endured to make four previous trips to the North Pole and his mindset as he prepares 
for this fifth attempt.   Henson has teetered close to death, lost or nearly lost crew members, and 
sacrificed a stable family life to be part of history.  This contributes to the key idea that the quest 
to be the first to reach the North Pole has dominated Henson’s life.  

 
Possible Details to Include: 

 Other relevant text-based details 

 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric



 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
RI.6.3 W.6.1

RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text 
(e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Stem Used: How does X affect [character’s] Y?  Use two details from the story to support your 
response. 
 

2. How do Ootah’s actions affect Henson’s dream of reaching the North Pole?  Use two 
details from the story to support your response. 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 

 Ootah’s actions directly affected Henson’s dream of reaching the North Pole because Ootah 

saved Henson’s life.  Henson and his lead team were within 15 miles of the North Pole when thin ice 

cracked beneath Henson, plunging him, his sledge and dogs into icy cold water.  Henson could not pull 

himself out, unable to grasp onto jutting ice.  Ootah pulled Henson from the water as well as the sledge 

and the dogs.  Ootah then removed Henson’s wet boots and warmed his feet in the Inuit way.  Pulling 

Henson from the water, saving the sledge and dogs and preventing Henson’s feet from frostbite 

allowed Henson to continue on to the North Pole. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 

 Other relevant text-based details 
 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric



Exemplary Response 

RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a 
text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Stem Used: What personal characteristics do [character A] and [character B] share?  How do 
these characteristics help them reach their goals?  Use details from both passages to support 
your response. 

 

Use the biography by Dolores Johnson titled “Onward” on pages 376-387 and the memoir by 
Matthew Henson titled “The Pole” on pages 392-396 in your student reader to answer the 
question below. 

 

3. What personal characteristics do Matthew Henson and Commander Robert F. Peary 

share and how do these characteristics help them reach their goals? 

In your response be sure to 

 explain personal characteristics that the two men share 

 explain how these characteristics help them reach their goals 

 use details from both readings to help support your response 

 

 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 

 
Two characteristics that Matthew Henson and Commander Robert F. Peary share are daring 

and determination.  

Both Henson and Peary are daring explorers. The explorers faced sub-zero temperatures, 

storms, blinding snow and tremendous physical obstacles such as pressure ridges, steep 

hummocks of ice, and wide expansive leads.  As Henson stated, “No other but a Peary party 

would have attempted to travel in such weather. Our breath was frozen to our hoods of fur and 

our cheeks and noses frozen...” Only a daring explorer would be willing to face these obstacles.   

Moreover, both men are determined.  Proof of their determination is the fact that this was 

the fifth attempt for both explorers to reach the North Pole, despite the horrifying conditions. 

They did not quit until they finally reached their goal, as evidenced by the missing squares from 

the flag Peary planted at the North Pole.  Each missing piece represented a previous journey. 

Further proof of their determination is that both men suffered through near-death experiences 

to arrive at their goal.  Peary lost all of his toes due to frostbite.  Both men fell through the ice, 

which could have proven deadly in the extreme conditions.  

In both readings, both men exhibited daring and determination in finally realizing their goal 

of reaching the North Pole. 

Possible Details to Include: 

 Other relevant text-based details 
 



Score Points: 

Apply 4-point rubric 



 


