
 
LESSON Grade 6 Lesson 13      TEXT: Onward by Delores Johnson pp. 377-387 

STANDARD 
RI 6.2 Determine the central idea of the text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which statement best conveys the 
central idea of the [passage]? 

Which statement on page 384 best conveys 
the central idea of the passage by Delores 
Johnson titled “Onward”? 

“Then the two explorers, weary with the culmination 
of so many years of effort, crawled into an igloo, lay 
down, and went to sleep.” 

- This quote illustrates the central idea that the two 
explorers have achieved their goal after many long, 
difficult years.   

-  
- “In a whisper, Peary announced his reading to 

Henson.” 
 This quote shows that the explorers can hardly 
believe that they have finally reached their goal 
after many long, difficult years.   

STANDARD 
RI 6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event or idea is introduced, illustrated and elaborated in a text (through examples or anecdotes). 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
What does line # suggest about 
[character]? RL.6.1 

 What do lines 12-14 suggest about Peary?   Peary continued to try to reach the North Pole 
despite being practically crippled without his toes, 
lost due to frostbite. This shows Perry was single-
minded in his determination to reach his goal.  

 



 
LESSON 13 TEXT  Onward by Delores Johnson pp. 377-387  

STANDARD 
RI 6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the ideas. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLERESPONSES 

What is the author’s main purpose 
in writing the article? 

What is the author’s main purpose in writing 
Onward? 

The author’s main purpose for writing the passage 
is to inform readers of the dangerous quest to 
reach the North Pole 

- Secondary purpose: to inform readers 
about Matthew Henson’s contributions 
to society 

-  

 


