
Name: ______________________________________        Date: ___________________            

Grade 6     Lesson 4  

  

Use the story by Jeanne DuPrau titled “The ACES Phone” on pages 107 through 119 in your 

student reader to answer the following questions.     

                                                                     

Directions:  Read the article.  Then answer questions 1 and 2.  
  

1. Read this sentence from page 113. 

     “You listen real hard and carefully, and you can hear the different – well not voices, exactly, 

more like transmissions.” 

How does this sentence contribute to the structure of the story? Use two details from the story to 

support your response.   

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________   

2. What do the paragraphs on page 116 show about Martin’s character? Use two details from 

the story to support your response.  

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________        
 



Use the story by Jeanne DuPrau titled “The ACES Phone” on pages 107 through 119 in your 

student reader to answer the following questions.     
  

Directions  

   Read the story.   Then answer question 3.  

  

3. What personal characteristics do Martin and Mrs. D share? How do these characteristics help them 

reach their goals? Use details from both passages to support your response.  

  

In your response be sure to  

 identify what characteristics Martin and Mrs. D share 

 explain how these characteristics help them reach their goals   

 use details from the story to support your response  

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________  

   



  

Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.5, W.6.1  

RI.6.5 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.  
W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

  

Stem Used: (2018) Gr 6: Read this sentence from paragraph #. How does this sentence contribute to the 

structure of the story? Use two details from the story to support your response.   

  

1. Read this sentence from page 113. 

      “You listen real hard and carefully, and you can hear the different – well not voices, exactly, more like 

transmissions.” 

     How does this sentence contribute to the structure of the story? Use two details from the story to 
support your response.   

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

  The sentence contributes to the structure of the story by helping Martin understand what he was 

hearing on the phone. In this sentence Mrs. D. explains that what he is hearing are transmissions, or messages. 

She then explains that the phone picks up transmissions from dogs for a distance of twenty blocks. Prior to 

this Mrs. D did not know if Martin was ready to hear the information about what he was hearing on the phone. 

 

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  

  

  

  
  

 

 
 

  

  



 

  

Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.3, W.6.1  

RI.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the 

characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

 

W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

  

Stem Used: (2019) Gr 5: In [passage] what do paragraphs # through # show about [character’s] character? 

Use two details from the story to support your response.  

                

2. What do the paragraphs on page 116 show about Martin’s character? Use two details from the story 
to support your response.  

               

  
Possible Exemplary Response:  

  
        The paragraphs on page 116 shows that Martin is determined. When Martin was first learning to use the 

phone to help dogs, he didn’t think he could do it. He thought he would “collapse onto the curb and start 

sobbing.” He said, “I can’t.” But, after his initial feelings of helplessness, he kept going anyhow and went into 

the apartment building to help the dog. This shows that Martin was determined because he overcame his own 

feelings of sadness to be useful and help the dog.  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric.  

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Exemplary Response - 4 Point  

  
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.3, W.6.2, W.6.4  

RI.6.9 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the 

characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.  

 

Stem Used: (2016) What personal characteristics do [character A] and [character B] share? How 

do these characteristics help them reach their goals? Use details from the story to support your 

response. 

 

Use the story by Jeanne DuPrau titled “The ACES Phone” on pages 107 through 119 in your 

student reader to answer the following questions.     
  

Directions  

   Read the articles.  Then answer question 3.  

  

3. What personal characteristics do Martin and Mrs. D share? How do these characteristics help them 

reach their goals? Use details from both passages to support your response.  

  

In your response be sure to  

● identify characteristics Martin and Mrs. D share 

● describe how Martin and Mrs. D show these characteristics 

● explain how these characteristics help them reach their goals   

● use details from the story to support your response  

  
Possible Exemplary Response:  

   Martin and Mrs. D share two personal characteristics.  They are both helpful and unselfish. 

These characteristics help them reach their goals. 

Both Martin and Mrs. D. are helpful. When Mrs. D first meets Martin she finds him with the 

ACES phone. Mrs. D. uses the phone to help dogs who are injured or sad. Once she knows that she 

can trust Martin, Mrs. D. explains to him what the phone is and helps him to use it, as well. Mrs. D 

helps Martin pick out the sound of a single dog and follow it till he is able to find the dog. They are 

then able to rescue the dog.  

  Mrs. D and Martin are also unselfish. Mrs. D. demonstrates her unselfishness by using the 

phone each day to help dogs in need, even though it is hard to bear the dog’s pain.  She even tells 

Martin, “You gotta go the way that feels worst. That’s the whole point.” When Martin first tries to 

use the phone to help the dogs he is overcome with a sadness that makes him want to give up. 

However, he realizes that how important it is to help dogs in need, so he unselfishly continues 

despite his discomfort. 

 The fact that Martin and Mrs. D are helpful and unselfish allows them to meet their primary 

goal of helping dogs in need.  Being helpful and unselfish also allows them to reach secondary 

goals. Mrs. D., who had been looking for a replacement, is able to turn her work over to Martin, 

and Martin finds a new apartment as a result of helping the dog.  

  

    



Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 4-point rubric. 

  

  

  


