
Name: ______________________________________        Date:___________________            

Grade 6     Lesson 15  

      

Use the story titled “Team Moon” by Catherine Thimmesh on pages 435-445 in your student 

reader to answer the questions below.                                                                  

  

Directions    

   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 

1. Read this sentence from paragraph 4 on page 437. 

 

“Until they had to push the button, fling themselves away from the moon, never 

to land. Or else, they could possibly die.” 

 

What effect does the sentence have on the tone of the story? Use two details from the 

story to support your response.  

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________   
  

2. How does page 442 of “Team Moon” contribute to the story?  Use two details from the 

story to support your response.  

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________  
 

 

 



Use the stories titled “Team Moon” by Catherine Thimmesh on pages 435-445 and “The Women 

in the Moon” retold by Cynthia Benjamin on page 450 - 452 in your student reader to answer the 

question below.                                                                  

  

Directions  

   Read the story.  Then answer question 3.  

3. Point of view often affects the way stories are told. In “Team Moon” and “The Woman in 

the Moon” how does each author use point of view to tell their stories? How are these points 

of view different? Use details from both stories to support your response.  

 

In your response be sure to:  

• explain how point of view is used in “Team Moon” 

• explain how point of view is used in “The Woman in the Moon” 

• describe how these points of view are different 

• use details from both stories to support your response 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________  
  

 



 

1. Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.3, W.6.1  

RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
  

Stem Used: Read this sentence from paragraph #. What effect does the sentence have on the 

tone of the story? Use two details from the story to support your response. RL.6.4 

                 

1. Read this sentence from paragraph 4 on page 437. 

 

“Until they had to push the button, fling themselves away from the moon, never 

to land. Or else, they could possibly die.” 

 

What effect does the sentence have on the tone of the story? Use two details from the story 

to support your response 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

The sentence supports the urgent tone of the story. The astronauts faced many problems 

before landing, such as running low on fuel. The landing was taking longer than planned due to 

unexpected problems. Prior to the landing, they had “hundreds of practice simulations,” that 

would have had the lunar module landing already. At this point in the story the lunar module 

only had 60 seconds worth of fuel left before landing.  The astronauts were faced with the 

urgency of landing or be in grave danger.  

 

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric  

  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  

 



 

2. Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.5, W.6.1  

RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.  

W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

  

Stem Used:  Gr 6: How does paragraph # of [passage] contribute to the story? Use two details 

from the article to support your response. RI.6.5 

            

2. How does page 442 of “Team Moon” contribute to the story?  Use two details from the 

story to support your response.  

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

Page 442 of “Team Moon” contributes to the story by introducing a second problem into the 

story. After the trouble of landing the temperature and pressure went up in the fuel line and 

forced the NASA team to trouble shoot the cause. If they could not get the temperature down 

the fuel would become unstable. The NASA team in Houston guessed it might be frozen fuel 

trapped in the fuel line which “caused the temperature and pressure in the link to rise rapidly 

and dangerously.” Once figuring out the cause of the problem they were able to work on a 

solution.  

  

Possible Details to Include:  

Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric  

 

 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 



 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.6, W.6.4  

RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

  

Stem Used:  Gr 5: The narrator’s point of view often affects the way stories are told. In [passage] 

and [passage] how does each author use narrative point of view to tell their stories? How are 

these points of view similar and how are they different? Use details from both stories to support 

your response. (4pt) RI.5.6 

    

3. Point of view often affects the way stories are told. In “Team Moon” and “The Woman in 

the Moon” how does each author use point of view to tell their stories? How are these points 

of view different? Use details from both stories to support your response.  

 

In your response be sure to:  

• explain how point of view is used in “Team Moon” 

• explain how point of view is used in “The Woman in the Moon” 

• describe how these points of view are different 

• use details from both stories to support your response 

  
Possible Exemplary Response:  

 Point of view is the lens through which a story is told. This point of view can affect the 

way stories are told. Both “Team Moon” and “The Woman in the Moon” are told from a third 

person point of view, but the authors take a different approach in their story telling. 

 In “Team Moon,” the author tells the story of the moon landing from a third person 

point of view. The genre for this story is literary nonfiction where the author is telling the actual 

events of the landing but telling it as a story. The author includes details about the landing that 

are supported through first hand quotes from people involved. For example, when the lunar 

module was low on fuel the author included quotes from Gene Krantz the flight director. On 

page 438 Krantz is quoted saying, “I never dreamed we would still be flying this close to empty 

and depending on Nance’s eyeballs.” The adding of this quotes adds firsthand accounts of the 

urgency and dangerousness of the mission. It also supports the idea in the story that many 

people had to work together to create a successful moon landing.  

 “The Woman in the Moon” is a folktale that is in the genre of a play. The folktale 

explains how there came to be one sun and one moon that can be seen as different shapes 

throughout the month. The play is told in a third person point of view including a narrator who 

includes background information and action for the characters within in the play. The narrator 

begins the play telling the audience, “According to legend, long ago ten suns circled Earth, 



threatening to destroy all living things with their perilous heat.”  This narration helps to set the 

stage for the events in the play.  

 While both stories are told in a third person point of view the authors vary their 

techniques to enhance the story. In “Team Moon” including quotes from the people that 

participated in the moon landing adds to the tone of the story creating a sense of urgency and 

danger that accompanied the moon landing. In “The Woman in the Moon” the narrator affects 

the story by explaining events and adding to the structure of the story. Without the narration 

the readers would not understand how the story of the man and his wife created the sun and 

the moon. 

 In conclusion, the point of view of both stories affects the readers understanding of the 

stories.  

 

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 4-point rubric  

  

  

  


