
Name: ______________________________________        Date: ___________________            

Grade 6     Lesson 24  

      

Use the story by Ann Petry titled “Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad” on 

pages 701-715 in your student reader to answer the questions below.                                                                  

  

Directions    

   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 

1. How does the attempt to run away from the plantation affect Harriet and her brothers? 

Use two details from the story to support your response.  

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________   
  

2. How does page 702 connect to page 710 in the story “Harriet Tubman: Conductor of the 

Underground Railroad?”  Use two details from the story to support your response.  

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Use the passages titled “Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad” by Ann Petry 

on pages 701-715 and “Home of the Brave” on pages 720-722 in your student reader to answer 

the question below.                                                                  

  

Directions  

   Read the story.  Then answer question 3.  

3. In “Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad” and “Home of the Brave” 

what character trait is emphasized in both passages? How does each author support this 

character trait? Use details from both passages to support your response.  

 

In your response be sure to:  

 identify the character trait that is emphasized in both passages 

 explain how the author supports this character trait in “Harriet Tubman: Conductor 

on the Underground Railroad” 

 explain how the author supports this character trait in “Home of the Brave” 

 use details from both stories to support your response 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________  
  



 

1. Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.3, W.6.1  

RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well 
as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
  

Stem Used: (2017) Gr 6: How does X affect [character A] and [character B]? Use two details from 

the story to support your response. RL.6.3  

                 

1. How does the attempt to run away from the plantation affect Harriet and her brothers? 

Use two details from the story to support your response.  

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

The attempt to run away from the plantation affected Harriet differently than her 

brothers. Harriet’s brothers quickly decided that running away was too dangerous, and they 

needed to return immediately. Harriet’s brothers forced her to return with them. On the other 

hand, Harriet was angry that her brothers forced her to return. As they returned, “She led the 

way, moving slowly. Her thoughts were bitter.”  This failed attempt made her realize that she 

would have to go it alone if she wanted to escape. 

 

Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric  

  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 



 

2. Exemplary Response - 2 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.5, W.6.1  

RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.  

W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

  

Stem Used: (2019) Gr 6: How does paragraph # connect to paragraph # in the article [title]? Use 

two details from the article to support your response.  

            

2. How does page 702 connect to page 710 in the story “Harriet Tubman: Conductor of 

the Underground Railroad?”  Use two details from the story to support your response.  

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  

Page 702 connects to page 710 in “Harriet Tubman Conductor on the Underground 

Railroad” because Harriet first meets the woman from the house on page 702. When Harriet 

first meets the woman, the woman tells her that if she ever needs help to let her know. Page 

710 is when Harriet runs away from the plantation to head to the woman’s house. When 

Harriet arrives at the house the woman let’s her in and gives her the names of other people 

along the way that would be able to help Harriet with her escape.  

 

Possible Details to Include:  

Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 2-point rubric  

 

 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 



 

 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point  

  

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.6.3, W.6.4  

RL.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 

elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

  

Stem Used:  (2018) Gr 5: In [article,] and [article,] what quality about [character] is emphasized 

in both articles? How does each author support this quality about [character]? Use details from 

the story to support your response. RI.5.3 (4 pt.) 

    

3. In “Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad” and “Home of the Brave” 

what character trait is emphasized in both passages? How does each author support this 

character trait? Use details from both passages to support your response.  

 

In your response be sure to:  

• identify the character trait that is emphasized in both passages 

• explain how the author supports this character trait in “Harriet Tubman Conductor 

on the Underground Railroad” 

• explain how the author supports this character trait in “Home of the Brave” 

• use details from both stories to support your response 

  
Possible Exemplary Response:  

 The selections, “Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad” and the 

“Who Could Tell,” by Carmen T. Bernier-Grand, both speak of a person’s bravery in the face of 

adversity.  

  The first selection, “Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad,” tells the 

story of the enslaved Harriet Tubman’s escape to freedom in the north along the Underground 

Railroad. The author highlights the many instances of danger that Harriet faced along the way. 

When Harriet first attempted to escape with her brothers, they were frightened that they 

would be caught and punished, so they turned around in the middle of the night. When Harriet 

escaped alone she had to rely on the help of strangers to keep her safe. This showed her 

bravery because Harriet knew that at any moment she could be caught and turned in to 

authorities.  

 In the poem, “Who Could Tell,” author Bernier-Grand explains how Cesar Chavez bravely 

helped organize migrant workers to win better working conditions. While considered a quiet 

man “with a soft pan dulce voice,” he was brave enough to stand up for the rights of workers. 

He wanted the migrant workers to have better pay, housing and working conditions. 

 The selections both highlight the brave actions of two real-life heroes.  

 



Possible Details to Include:  

● Other relevant text-based details  

  

Score Points:  

Apply 4-point rubric  

  

  

  


