
3-8 Questions Stems from the 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 

NYS ELA Assessments for Oral Questions  

Apply these prompts to anchor texts as appropriate.  

CCR.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the 
text.  

● Gr 3: According to the passage, which sentence best describes …  

● Gr 3: Which sentence best explains why …  

● Gr 3: Which statement about X is true? RL.3.1  

● Gr 3: Which Gr 3: Which detail from the passage best shows that…? RI.3.1  

● Gr 4: How do these sentences develop the story overall? (they explain, show, suggest…)  

● Gr 4: Which sentence from the article best explains why X? RI.4.1  

● Gr 4: What does paragraph # reveal about [character]? RL.4.1  

● Gr 4: In paragraph #, the details about X are important because they….? RI.4.1 ● Gr 5: 

What can the reader infer from paragraphs X through Y?  

● Gr 5: In paragraph X, why does [character] ---  

● Gr 5: The narrator’s description of X in paragraphs x through y shows…. RL.5.1  

● Gr 5: Read this sentence from paragraph X “____.” What idea/point does this sentence 

help support? RI.5.1  

● Gr 6: Which lines provide the best evidence that X? RL.6.1  

● Gr 6: What conclusion is best supported by lines X through Y? RL.6.1  

● Gr 6: Which detail from the story best shows why [character A] is important to [character 

B]? RL.6.1  

● Gr 6: Which lines of the poem best demonstrate X? RL.6.1  

● Gr 6: Which sentence best explains why X was different than Y? RL.6.1  

● Gr 6: What does line # suggest about [character]? RL.6.1  

● Gr 6: Which details from the story best supports the idea that [character] is X? RL.6.1 ● Gr 

6: Based on the details in the story, what can readers conclude about [character] RL.6.1  

● Gr 6: Which statement best explains X? RI.6.1  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  

CCR.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize 

the key supporting details and ideas.  

● Gr 3: Which statement best describes a main idea of the story? RI.3.2  

● Gr 3: How do sections X through Y support a main idea of the passage? (by discussing, 

listing, describing, showing) RI.3.2  

● Gr 3, 4, 5: Which detail would be most important to include in a summary of the story? ** ● 

Gr 3: Which sentence best supports the main idea of the passage?  

● Gr 3: Which sentence best states a central message of the story? RL.3.2  

● Gr 3: Which quotation best states the main idea of the passage? RI.3.2  

● Gr 3: Which detail best supports the main idea of the passage? RI.3.2  

● Gr 3: What happens after [character does X]? RL.3.2 

● Gr 3: Which sentence best describes a central message of the story? RL.3.2 

● Gr 3: What is the main idea of paragraph #? RI.3.2 

● Gr 4: Which statement best reflects a theme of the story?  

● Gr 4: Which paragraph best supports a main idea of the article? RI.4.2  

● Gr 4: Which sentence best expresses the main idea of the article? RI.4.2  

● Gr 4: Which theme is best supported by paragraph #? RL.4.2  

● Gr 4: Which idea from the article best supports the main idea? RI.4.2   

● Gr 4: Which detail from paragraph # best supports a theme of the story? RL.4.2  

● Gr 4: Which detail would be most important to include in a summary of the story? RL.4.2**  

● Gr 4: Which sentence best states the main idea of [passage]? RI.4.2 

● Gr 4: Paragraph # supports a theme of the story by showing that RL.4.2 

●  Gr 5: Which quote best expresses the main idea of paragraphs X and Y?  

● Gr 5: Which statement best expresses a main idea of the article?  

● Gr 5: What is the most important lesson that [character] learns in the story?  

● Gr 5: Which statement best summarizes how the [character A] affects [character B]?  

● Gr 5: Which theme is supported by the events in the story? RL.5.2  

● Gr 5: How do paragraphs # through # support a main idea of the article? RI.5.2  

● Gr 5: Which statement best states a theme of the story? RL.5.2  

● Gr 5: [Character’s] actions in paragraphs # and # most contribute to the development of the 

central idea by showing that she    RL.5.2  

● Gr 5: Which sentence best describes a main idea of the article? RI 5.2  

● Gr 5: Which detail from the article would be most important to include in a summary? 

RI.5.2 

● Gr 5: Which quotation best supports a main idea of the article? RI.5.2 

● Gr 5: Which sentence expresses a theme of the story? RL.5.2 

● Gr 5: Which detail would be most important to include in a summary of the story? RL.5.2 

● Gr 5: How does the title of the article support a main idea? RI.5.2 

●  Gr 6: Which statement best conveys the central idea of the article?  

● Gr 6: Which statement best describes the main idea of the section titled “X”? ● Gr 6: Lines 

X through Y mainly develop a central idea of the story by revealing ● Gr 6: What does most 

of the poem describe?  

● Gr 6: Which word best describes X?  



● Gr 6: How do lines X through X convey the theme of the story? RL.6.2  

● Gr 6: Which statement best expresses a central idea of the article? RI.6.2 *  

● Gr 6: Which details is most important to include in a summary of the article? RI.6.2  

● Gr 6: Which quotation best supports a theme of the story? RL.6.2  

● Gr 6: How do the details in the story help develop a theme? RL.6.2  

● Gr 6: Which detail would be most important to include in a summary of the story? RL.6.2  

● Gr 6: Which sentence best expresses the theme of the story? RL.6.2  

● Gr 6: Which important idea does the author develop in paragraphs # through #? RL.6.2  

● Gr 6: Which statement best states a theme of the story? RL.6.2  

● Gr 6: Which sentence best expresses a central idea in the article? RI.6.2 *2019 

● Gr 6: Which idea would be most important to include in a summary of the article? RI.6.2  

● Gr 6: Which important idea is developed in paragraph #? RL.6.2 

● Gr 6: Which quotation/sentence is most important to include in a summary of the story? RL.6.2 

● Gr 6: Which quotation best expresses a central idea of the article? RI.6.2    

  

CCR.3 Analyze how and why individuals/characters, events, settings, and ideas develop and 

interact over the course of a text. (Substitute individual for character in RI prompts)  

● Gr 3: Why do/does [character] most likely X?  

● Gr 3: What does [section] mostly show about [character]?  

● Gr 3: Which sentence from the passage shows a cause and effect relationship? RI.3.3  

● Gr 3: What do the details in paragraph # show about [character]? RL.3.3  

● Gr 3: What happens because [character] cannot X? RL.3.3  

● Gr 3: In paragraph #, what is the most likely reason [character] X? RL.3.3 

● Gr 3: What does paragraph # help the reader understand about [character]? RL.3.3 

● Gr 3: According to paragraph #, what happens right before X? RI.3.3 

● Gr 3: Which sentence shows a cause and effect relationship that is stated in the passage? 

RI.3.3 

● Gr 4: Based on the story, which sentence best describes [character]?  

● Gr 4: Which sentence best describes how [character] feels about X?  

● Gr 4: How does paragraph # connect to paragraph # in the article? RI.4.3  

● Gr 4: Which idea best explains why [character] and [character] (does X)? RI.4.3  

● Gr 4: Which sentence from the story best shows how a character’s actions help to develop 

the story? RL.4.3  

● Gr 4: Which statement best describes how [character] changes from the beginning to the 

end of the story? RL.4.3  

● Gr 4: Read this sentence from paragraph #. X. How is this detail important to paragraph #? 

RI.4.3 

● Gr 4: Which sentence best describes how [character] causes the event in paragraph 3? 

RL.4.3 

● Gr 4: What do the details in paragraph # suggest about [character]? RL.4.3 

● Gr 5: What do details in paragraphs # through # suggest about [character]? RL.5.3  

● Gr 5: Why is paragraph # important for the article? (explains, shows, suggests, connects) 

RI.5.3  

● Gr 5: Read the sentence from paragraph #.  What does the sentence suggest about 

[character]? RL.5.3 (twice)  



● Gr 5: How does the setting of the story affect what happens to the [X]? RL.5.3  

● Gr 5: Based on paragraphs # and #, which sentence best contrasts [character] and 

[character/s]? RL.5.3  

● Gr 5: What can the reader infer about [character] in paragraph #? RL.5.3  

● Gr 5: Which word best describes [character] in paragraph #? RL.5.3  

● Gr 5: Which sentence best describes how [character] influenced [character]? RI.5.3  

● Gr 5: What do paragraphs # and # most contribute to the article? RI.5.3  

● Gr 5: What effect did the “X” have on “Y”?  RI.5.3  

● Gr 5: Which statement is true based on the information in paragraphs # and #? RI.5.3 

● Gr 5: What does the reader learn about X from paragraphs # and #? RI.5.3 

● Gr 5: Which sentence best describes how the article is organized? RI.5.3 

● Gr 5: How are [character] and [character] similar? RL.5.3 

● Gr 5: Which of [character’s] actions shows how he is different from [character]? RL.5.3 

● Gr 5: Which sentence is true about [character]? RL.5.3 

● Gr 5: What idea is developed in paragraphs # through #? RI.5.3 

● Gr 5: How are the details in paragraphs # and # organized? RI.5.3 

● Gr 5: Paragraphs # and # explain that [individual] X by RI.5.3 

● Gr 5: Based on the information in the article, where did [individual] most likely get [idea]? 

RI.5.3 

● Gr 6: This sentence suggests that [character] …  

● Gr 6: What do lines X and Y mostly show about [character]?  

● Gr 6: Which lines of the poem best demonstrate ---  

● Gr 6: How do lines X through Y build on the idea introduced in lines A through B? (by 

showing…)  

● Gr 6: How do lines X through Y illustrate possible ways to --- (by describing, emphasizing, 

including, proving)  

● Gr 6: How does [character] change while x? RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: In line #, why does [character] suggest X? RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: How does [character] change during the story? RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: What did [individual] discover about X? RI.6.3  

● Gr 6: How does [character’s] attitude change toward [character] RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: What does paragraph # reveal about [character]? RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: What detail signals a change in the direction of the story? RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: How do paragraphs # and # contribute to the story? RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: Which statement best describes how the narrator reacts to the events in paragraphs # 

and #? RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: What does paragraph # most reveal about the narrator’s “X”? RL.6.3  

● Gr 6: How is the idea “X” (paragraph #) developed in the article?  RI.6.3  

● Gr 6: What do paragraphs # and # indicate about [character]? RL.6.3 

● Gr 6: Which sentence from the story signals a turning point? RL.6.3 

● Gr 6: How does the author’s [idea] introduced in the article? RI.6.3 

● Gr 6: Based on the article, X is developed through RI.6.3 

● Gr 6: How does the author develop ideas in paragraph #? RI.6.3 

● Gr 6: What does the information in paragraph # illustrate about “X”? RI.6.3 

  



  
  

RL/RI CCR.4 RL/RI.CCR.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word 

choices shape meaning or tone.  

● Gr 3: In paragraph #, what does the word "X" suggest about [character]? RI.3.4  

● Gr 3: What does the word "X" mean as it is used in paragraph #?  RI.3.4 *2019 

● Gr 3: Read this sentence from paragraph #.  What is the best meaning of the word "X”, as 

used in this sentence? RI.3.4  

● Gr 3: In paragraph #, what does [character] mean when she says, "X"? RL.3.4  

● Gr 3: In paragraph #, what does the phrase “X” help the reader to understand about [character] 

RL.3.4 

● Gr 4: Based on paragraph #, what does it mean to “X” RI.4.4  

● Gr 4: Read this sentence from paragraph #. What does the phrase “X” suggest? RL.4.4  

● Gr 4, 5: What does the word "X" mean as it is used in paragraph #? RI.4.4, RI.5.4 *2019 

● Gr 4: In paragraph #, the phrase “X: shows that [character] feels RL.4.4 

● Gr 5: What does the word “x” in paragraph # suggest about [character]? RL.5.4  

● Gr 5: What does the phrase “X” suggest? RI.5.4  

● Gr 5: In paragraph #, what does the sentence, “X” suggest about “Y”? RL.5.4  

● Gr 5: In paragraph #, what does the phrase “X” most suggest about [character]? RL5.4  

● Gr 5: What does the phrase “X” (paragraph #) suggest about “Y”? RI.5.4  

● Gr 5: Read this sentence from paragraph # of the article. X. How does the author’s word 

choice in the sentence affect the meaning of the passage? RI.5.4 

● Gr 5: What does the phrase “X” in paragraph # suggest about [character]? RL.5.4 

● Gr 6: Which phrase best conveys the tone in lines # through #? RL.6.4  

● Gr 6: What effect does the word “X” have in the story? RL.6.4  

● Gr 6: Why does the author use the word “X” in line # of the story? RL.6.4  

● Gr 6: Read the sentence from paragraph # below. What does the metaphor mean in the 

sentence? RL.6.4  

● Gr 6: In paragraph #, what is the meaning of the phrase, “X”? RL.6.4  

● Gr 6: Read this quotation from paragraph 6.  Why does the author use the words “X” 

instead of “Y”? RI.6.4  

● Gr 6: What does the phrase “X” mean as used in paragraph #? RL.6.2 

● Gr 6: How does the language in paragraph # contribute to the overall tone of the story? (introduces, 

highlights, stresses, creates) RL.6.4 

● Gr 6: In paragraph # what does the phrase “X” show about [individual]? RI.6.4 

● Gr 6: Read this sentence from paragraph #. “X” What does this sentence suggest about [individual]? 

RI.6.4 

● Gr 6: In the father’s letter, the phrase “X” suggests RI.6.4 

  
  

  
  

 

 



RL/RI CCR.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 

whole.  

● Gr 3: Which best describes why these lines are important to the story? (they show, provide, 

give …)  

● Gr 3: Why is [section] important to the rest of the story? (it introduces, gives, suggests …)  

● Gr 3: How are paragraphs/lines X through X connected? (by showing, describing, 

comparing, explaining…)  

● Gr 3: The information in the section "X" adds to the information in the rest of the passage 

by showing how [character] … RI 3.5  

● Gr 3: Why are paragraphs # through # important to the story? RL.3.5  

● Gr 3: Which part of the passage best shows how [character] feels about [character]?  RI.3.5  

● Gr 3: Which sentence best describes how paragraph # relates to paragraph #? RL.3.5 

● Gr 3: Which question does the section “X” help to answer? RI.3.5 

● Gr 4: How does the author organize this article? (by showing effects, comparing and 

contrasting, describing, events in sequence, presenting problem and solution…)  

● Gr 4: What is the main reason the author begins with these sentences? (to explain, show …)  

● Gr 4: What is the main reason the author includes [section]? (to show, describe, explain …)  

● Gr 4: How does paragraph X relate to paragraph Y? (it explains, shows, reveals…)  

● Gr 4: How does paragraph X contribute to the rest of the story? (it shows, gives …)  

● Gr 4: How do paragraphs # through # support the author’s main points RI.4.5  

● Gr 4: How is the article mainly organized? RI.4.5  

● Gr 4: How does the author organize the information in paragraphs # and #? RI.4.5 

● Gr 5: How does the author organize paragraphs X through Y? (by describing events in 

sequence, explaining goals, showing, reasons, comparing effects…)  

● Gr 5: How are paragraphs X and Y important to the structure of the story? (they describe, 

explain, introduce …)  

● Gr 5: Paragraphs X and Y are connected because … (paragraph X confirms, shows, tells, 

describes …)  

● What is the most likely reason the author describes X in lines A through B?  

● Gr 5: Which evidence best supports the claims the author makes in paragraph X?  

● Gr 5: How does paragraph # relate/connect to #? (provides, shows, presents, explains) 

RL.5.5  

● Gr 5: How do paragraphs # through # contribute to the article? RI.5.5  

● Gr 5: How do paragraphs # and # foreshadow the ending of the story? RL.5.5  

● Gr 5: How do paragraphs # and # relate to each other? RL.5.5 

● Gr 6: Lines X through Y are important to the article because they -- (show, highlight, 

emphasize, provide)  

● Gr 6: The section titled X relates to the section titled Y by -- (by providing evidence, 

providing an example, introducing, describing…)  

● Gr 6: What is the author’s main purpose in writing the article? (encourage, demonstrate, 

convince, show)  

● Gr 6: How does the author support X’s claims that Y? (by describing, explaining)  

● Gr 6: The author most likely includes this description of X to -- (emphasize, demonstrate, 

provide)  



● Gr 6: Lines X through Y support which of the following claims?  

● Gr 6: How do lines # though # contribute to the development of the plot? RL.6.5  

● Gr 6: How does line # best contribute to the development of the story? RL.6.5  

● Gr 6: Why are lines # through # important to the article? RI.6.5  

● Gr 6: How do lines # through # contribute to the development of the story? RL.6.5  

● Gr 6: How does sentence # best contribute to the development of the story? RL.6.5  

● Gr 6: How do paragraphs # through # develop the plot of the story? RL.6.5  
● Gr 6: How does the section “X” connect to the section “Y?” RI.6.5 

● Gr 6: How does paragraph # contribute to the structure of the story? RL.6.5 

● Gr 6: How do the details about [individual] in paragraphs # and # contribute to the 
development of the article? RI.6.5 

●  
  

RL/RI CCR.6  

● Gr 3: In paragraphs # through #, what do you know as the reader that [character] does not 

know? RL.3.6  

● Gr 4: What does the reader know in paragraphs # through # that the [characters] do not 

know? RL.4.6 

● Gr 5: What does the point of view in paragraph # help the reader to understand? RL.5.6  

● Gr 5: What does the information in paragraph # suggest about the author’s point of view? 

RI.5.6 

● Gr 5: Which sentence most likely expresses [individual’s] point of view? RI.6.6 

●  Gr 6: The author develops [character’s] point of view in the story mostly by… RL.6.6  

● Gr 6: How does the author most develop [character’s] point of view in the story? RL.6.6 

(twice)  

● Gr 6: What does paragraph # suggest about the author’s point of view in the article?  RI.6.6  

● Gr 6: What do paragraphs # through # show about the author’s purpose for writing the 

article? RI.6.6 

  

RL/RI CCR.7  

● Gr 3: Which paragraph does the illustration best support? RL.3.7   

● Gr 3: How does the photograph add to the information in the passage? RI.3.7  

● Gr 3: Which idea from the passage does the illustration best support? RI.3.7 

● Gr 4: Why is the text box “X” included in the article? RI.4.7  

● Gr 4: How does the table at the end of “X” support the main idea of the article? RI.4.7  

● Gr 4: Which detail from the article does the map support? RI.4.7 

● Gr 5: Which information in paragraph # does the drawing help the reader understand? 

RI.5.7  

● Gr 5: The illustration best supports the information provided in which paragraph? RL.5.7  

● Gr 5: Which paragraphs does the photo of the “X” best support? RI.5.7  

● Gr 6: How does the illustration support the author’s claims in the section “X”? RI.6.7  

● Gr 6: Which quotation from the article is best supported by the photograph? RI.6.7 

  

 

 



RL/RI CCR.8  

● Gr 3: Paragraph # of the passage supports paragraph # that [character]….  

● Gr 3: What do paragraphs # through # show about…?  

● Gr 3: Which statement from the passage shows that the problem in paragraph # was 

solved? RI.3.8  

● Gr 4: Read this sentence from paragraph #. “____” Which paragraph best supports this 

claim? RI.4.8  

● Gr 5: Which evidence best supports a claim made by the author in paragraph #? RI.5.8  

  

Language   

● Gr 3: Read this sentence from paragraph #. What does "X" mean as it is used in the 

sentence? L.3.4  

● Gr 3: What does the word “X” mean as it is used in paragraph #? L.3.4 

● Gr 4: According to the story, what does the phrase “X” (paragraph #) mean? L.4.5a  

● Gr 4: What does the word “X” mean as it is used in paragraph #? L.4.4 *2019 

● Gr 5: What does “X” mean as it is used in paragraph #? L.5.5b  

● Gr 5: What does the simile “X” in paragraph # help the reader to understand? L.5.5a  

● Gr 5: What is the meaning of the word “X” as it is used in paragraph 3? L.5.4 

● Gr 5: Read this sentence from paragraph # of the article. X. What does the sentence help 

the reader to understand about [individual]? L.5.5 

● Gr 6: In line #, what does the simile “X” help the reader understand about Y? L.6.5a  

● Gr 6: Which is the best definition of “X” as it is used in paragraph #? L.6.4 

  

* denotes similar question stems from 2016 and 2017 NYS ELA assessments  

* denotes similar question stems in 2017 & 2018 NYS ELA Assessments  

Black represents 2016 NYS Released Questions/ Bolded blue represent 2017 NYS Released  

Questions   / Purple represent 2018 NYS Released Questions / Red represents 2019 NYS Released 

Question 

  


