


 

Letter to Educators:  

 

Juneteenth is a federal holiday that commemorates the events of June 19, 1865, when federal troops 

arrived in Galveston, Texas to spread the word of liberation and ensure that all enslaved people were 

freed. This news came more than two years after President Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation 

Proclamation went into effect on January 1, 1863. Although African Americans have celebrated the 

end to slavery on this holiday for over 150 years, it was not recognized as an official national holiday in 

the United States until June 17, 2021.  Please find time before the Juneteenth holiday to teach your 

students about the history and significance of this monumental day in the lesson specific to your grade 

level.   

We would like to acknowledge and give a resounding thank you to our esteemed Board of Education, 

Interim Superintendent Williams, parents, community members, teachers, and building administrators 

for their support, commitment, and creativity in ensuring that joy and historical accuracy are centered 

in the lives of ALL our students. Very special thank you to the Office of CLRI for the development of 

these lessons.  
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OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY  

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES   

Grades PK-1: African American Emancipation Lesson  

Curriculum Infusion:   

BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES  
As you execute these lessons please remember:  

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity ∙ All Students Read ∙ All Students Write ∙ All Students Explain Their Thinking ∙  

All Students Engage in Grade-Level Content ∙ Differentiation  

LESSON TITLE: Juneteenth  
Through eyes of the main character Maizie and her father, in the story “Juneteenth for Mazie”, students will learn 
about the history of Juneteenth, it’s significance to the African American community, and explore the idea of what 
it means to free. This lesson will help students make connections to why Juneteenth is such an important holiday, 
the purpose for its celebration, as well as provide time for them to reflect upon what freedom means in their own 
lives.  

LESSON OBJECTIVES   
Students will be able to:  

● Demonstrate understanding of the significance of the Juneteenth holiday nationally and locally  

● draw a picture (pre-writers) or complete a Juneteenth web (writers) of what Juneteenth and freedom 
means to them  

● verbally share their drawings/webs to the class 

• ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS   
• What does it mean to be free? 
• Why is it important that we learn about and celebrate Juneteenth?  

• How does the city of Buffalo celebrate Juneteenth and what does the holiday mean to the Black 
community?  

NYS STANDARDS  

ELA/Reading  

• PKR3: Develop and answer questions about characters, major events, and pieces of information in a text. 
(RI&RL)  

• PKW4: Create a response to a text, author, or personal experience (e.g., dramatization, artwork, or 
poem).   

  

• KR3: Identify characters, settings, major events in a story, or pieces of information in a text. (RI&RL)  
• KW4: Create a response to a text, author, or personal experience (e.g., dramatization, artwork, or poem).   

  

• 1R3: Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, or pieces of information in a text. (RI&RL)  
• 1W4: Create a response to a text, author, theme or personal experience (e.g., poem, dramatization, 

artwork, or other).  
 Social Studies  
K.3b The study of American symbols, holidays, and celebrations helps to develop a shared sense of history, 
community, and culture.  



 

• 1.2 There are significant individuals, historical events, and symbols that are important to American cultural 
identity. 

 

VOCABULARY  
• grumpy: moody, crabby, grouchy  

• celebration: a party or festive event  

• slaves: Africans and descendants of Africans who were forced to work for free in horrible conditions 
and were considered to be property of a master 

• freedom: no longer enslaved; liberty; the ability to go as you please without restrain 

LAUNCH (15 min.)   
  

1. Activating prior knowledge – Ask students questions and allow them to share verbally with their 
classmates:  

• What does freedom mean to you? What symbols or holidays do you think of when you hear the 
word freedom? 

•  Who as attended the Juneteenth celebration at MLK Park here in Buffalo? (Invite students to 
share their experiences verbally to the class.)  

2. Play Sesame Street: Let's Celebrate Juneteenth Song – ask students to explain how and why Juneteenth is 
celebrated 

3. Teacher: We are going to read (listen to) a book entitled, Juneteenth, so that we can learn more about 
the importance of this holiday. Before we read, we are going to talk about some vocabulary in the book 
so that we’ll better understand what the story is trying to tell us.   

4. Show vocabulary pictures and discuss them (Appendix B).  
 

TEXT   
Book Title:  Juneteenth  
By: Floyd Cooper  
Text available at: Juneteenth For Mazie – Google Doc 

Read aloud available at: myON Read aloud link or Juneteenth for Mazie - YouTube 
 

Summary:  
Mazie is ready to celebrate liberty. She is ready to celebrate freedom. She is ready to celebrate a great day in 
American history. The day her ancestors were no longer slaves. Mazie remembers the struggles and the triumph, 
as she gets ready to celebrate Juneteenth 

 
Appendix A- Juneteenth Web 
Appendix B – Vocabulary Pictures   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoarn6UPEJQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wj17HFp68044JkWlXH6X2YlpARFoCl-W/view?usp=sharing
https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?a=fpb_junma_s15
https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?a=fpb_junma_s15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8icqK_KUtQY


 

PROCEDURAL STEPS (25 min.)   
4. After having a discussion in the launch about what Juneteenth is, have the students look at the cover of 

the book and ask them what they think the book could be about relating to the holiday Juneteenth.   

5. Play the read aloud book, Juneteenth, by Floyd Cooper via myON read aloud, Juneteenth for Mazie - YouTube 
or PDF version of book.  

6. After reading the book, discuss the following post-reading questions. As a support for students, you may 
wish to reread passages of the book while students close their eyes. Then, have students describe what 
they are picturing in their minds.  

• What did Mazie do with her father the next day after she was grumpy?  
• Why did Mazie’s dad say, “We will celebrate the day your great-great-great-grandpa Mose crossed 

into liberty?”  (Refer back to the vocabulary words, slave and freedom, to help students make the 
connections.)  

• What part of the story allowed you to see that her great-great-great-grandpa Mose was enslaved?  
• Why did the story say, “Grandpa Mose heard nothing but cheers, saw nothing but happiness, and 

felt nothing but pride shared by all those around him. The cheers became dancing. The dancing 
became celebrating. It went on and on into the night”?  

• How does that part of the story help you to understand why a lot of dancing occurs during the 
Juneteenth celebrations today?   

• Share that the City of Buffalo has largest Juneteenth celebration in America. Have students explain 
why Juneteenth is so important to the Black community in Buffalo after watching the video What 
Juneteenth means to Buffalo's Black community - YouTube 

 

CLOSURE (15 min.)  
7. Ask students closing questions before moving into the final writing activity:  

• What does it mean to be free? As you were listening to the book, could you imagine how 
enslaved people felt when they realized that they were free? Describe those feelings. (Record 
students’ responses, students may refer to this during the writing activity.)  

• Why is Juneteenth an important holiday for Black Americans?  

• What are some ways that our community celebrates Juneteenth?  

 

8. Students complete the writing activity:  

• Pre-writers: Draw a picture in your notebook of what “freedom” means to you. (Students may 
refer to the list generated from the previous question.)  

• Writers:  Complete the Juneteenth web (Appendix A).  Have students place Juneteenth in the 
middle. With the assistance of the teacher or another adult, students will find words that 
positively represent Juneteenth. A word will be placed into each oval on the web (e.g. liberty, 
celebrating, freedom, cheers, happiness, pride, dancing). As an option, students could make 
illustrations in the ovals.  

9. Allow time for students to share their pictures/webs and describe what they drew/wrote.  

DIFFERENTIATION   

● Review and revisit the vocabulary multiple times; encourage students to actively say the vocabulary 
words aloud.  

● Use visual aids to explain lesson vocabulary.  
● Think-pair-share and thumbs up/thumbs down may be used to support students’ with oral discussions.  

https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?a=fpb_junma_s15
https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?a=fpb_junma_s15
https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?a=fpb_junma_s15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8icqK_KUtQY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wj17HFp68044JkWlXH6X2YlpARFoCl-W/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wj17HFp68044JkWlXH6X2YlpARFoCl-W/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOwO34vkQ8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOwO34vkQ8w


 

● Writing Differentiation:    

o Pre-writers: Draw pictures and dictate responses to a teacher/adult.   

o Emergent writers: Attempt to label items in their pictures. o   

o Early writers: Copy a sentence starter or sentence frame and fill in the blanks.  
o Writers: Write 1-3 sentences for their response.  

The integrated ENL teacher can lead a discussion of other celebrations that students may celebrate in their 
respective cultures. Why is it celebrated? Does it have any resemblance to what was learned about 
Juneteenth?. 

SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION  
Intentionally left blank—for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION  

Book Title:  Juneteenth  
By: Floyd Cooper  
Text available at: Juneteenth For Mazie  

Read aloud available at: myON Read aloud link  
  
Teachers can consider using Nearpod to display the pictures to students. They can use the “Draw It” feature in 
Nearpod to draw a picture.  
 

TEACHER REFLECTION  

Teacher Thoughts Prior to the Lesson  
 
Consider pre-reading information: 
 Teaching Juneteenth. 
“The history of Juneteenth acknowledges hard history while also empowering students to be advocates for 
change.”  Learning for Justice. 
 
Juneteenth: Teaching Outside the Textbook 
“Juneteenth — June 19th, also known as Emancipation Day — is one of the commemorations of people seizing 
their freedom in the United States. This beautiful tradition of Black freedom needs to be taught in school.”  Zinn 
Education Project 

Teacher Reflection Following the Lesson  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wj17HFp68044JkWlXH6X2YlpARFoCl-W/view?usp=sharing
https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?a=fpb_junma_s15
https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?a=fpb_junma_s15
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/teaching-juneteenth
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/juneteenth-2021/


 

Appendix A 

  

Juneteenth Web  
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OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY 

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES   
Grades 2-4: African American Emancipation Lesson   

BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES  

As you execute these lessons please remember:  

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity ∙ All Students Read ∙ All Students Write ∙ All Students Explain Their 
Thinking ∙ All Students Engage in Grade-Level Content ∙ Differentiation  

LESSON TITLE: Celebrating Juneteenth   
 In this lesson, students will learn the history and traditions related to the celebration of Juneteenth, a 
holiday that many African Americans celebrate every year. Students will read the story Juneteenth for  
Mazie and the excerpt, Celebrating Juneteenth to learn why and how Juneteenth is celebrated in  
America and locally in Buffalo. In conclusion, students design their own Juneteenth flag and create a poster 
explaining its history and traditions.  

LESSON OBJECTIVES 

Students will be able to:  
• understand and explain the significance of Juneteenth to African American history nationally and 

locally  
• use symbols to design their own Juneteenth flag.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  

  
• What does it mean to be free?  
• Why is it important that we learn about and celebrate Juneteenth?  
• How does the city of Buffalo celebrate Juneteenth and what does the holiday mean to the Black 

community?  
  

NYS STANDARDS   
2R1: Develop and answer questions to demonstrate an understanding of key ideas and details in a text.  
(RI&RL)  
2R9: Make connections between self and text (texts and other people/ world). (RI&RL)  
2W4: Create a response to a text, author, theme or personal experience (e.g., poem, play, story, artwork, 

or other).  
  
3R1: Develop and answer questions to locate relevant and specific details in a text to support an answer 

or inference. (RI&RL)  

3R9: Recognize genres and make connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal 

events, and situations. (RI&RL)  

3W4: Create a response to a text, author, theme, or personal experience (e.g., poem, play, story, artwork, 

or other).  

4R1: Locate and refer to relevant details and evidence when explaining what a text says explicitly/implicitly 

and make logical inferences. (RI&RL)  



 

4R9: Recognize genres and make connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, personal 

events, and situations. (RI&RL)  

4W4: Create a poem, story, play, artwork, or other response to a text, author, theme, or personal 

experience.  

 

VOCABULARY  

 

liberty: the power to do what someone wants to do 

freedom: the power or right to speak, act or think as one wants without restraint 
slaves: Africans and descendants of Africans who were forced to work for free in 
horrible conditions and considered to be property of a master 
proclamation: a public or official announcement  
lobbied: seek to influence (a politician or public official) on an issue.  
Civil War: a war between citizens of the same country  
*13th Amendment: The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution abolished slavery and 

involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime  

*Emancipation Proclamation: President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on 
January 1, 1863, after 3 years of the Civil War. The proclamation declared "that all persons held as slaves" 
within the rebellious states "are, and henceforward shall be free."  
honor: high respect  
plantation: an estate on which crops such as coffee, sugar, and tobacco are cultivated by resident labor  
 

 

TEXT AND RESOURCES 

Book Title:  Juneteenth  
By: Floyd Cooper  
Text available at: Juneteenth For Mazie – Google Doc 

Read aloud available at: myON Read aloud link or Juneteenth for Mazie - YouTube 
 

Summary:  
Mazie is ready to celebrate liberty. She is ready to celebrate freedom. She is ready to 
celebrate a great day in American history. The day her ancestors were no longer 
slaves. Mazie remembers the struggles and the triumph, as she gets ready to celebrate 
Juneteenth 
 
Text 2: Celebrating Juneteenth (readworks.org) 

By: ReadWorks 
 

Summary: This text provides students with the history of the Juneteenth holiday and the reasons why it is 
important to United States and Black history.  
 

Appendix A: Juneteenth Flag  
Appendix B:  Celebrating Juneteenth- Readworks 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wj17HFp68044JkWlXH6X2YlpARFoCl-W/view?usp=sharing
https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?a=fpb_junma_s15
https://www.myon.com/reader/index.html?a=fpb_junma_s15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8icqK_KUtQY
https://www.readworks.org/article/Celebrating-Juneteenth/d6bdd404-b31a-4508-9e97-c88479ed5cc1#!articleTab:content/


 

LAUNCH (10 min)   

1. Play the video Juneteenth Song for Kids (w/ Alphabet Rockers)  -ask students listen carefully to the 
message of the video and to predict today’s topic. Have them write down two or three important 
words they heard in the song.  

2. Say to the students “Today we’ll explore why and how Juneteenth is celebrated in the United 
States and locally in Buffalo”. Ask students if they celebrate Juneteenth and have them share their 
experiences.  

3. Introduce the vocabulary through the game: Vocabulary Four Corners:   

• Put vocabulary words in four corners of the room. (More than one vocabulary word can be 

in a corner.)  

• Explain that you will say a vocabulary word and if they know it, they will go to that corner 

and share it’s meaning.  

• Repeat this process for all the words.  

PROCEDURAL STEPS (25 min)  

  
4. Write the word free on the board and circle it.  

• Ask: What does it mean to be free?  

• Write student responses on the board around the word.   
5. Explain to students that Juneteenth is a celebration of the day that slaves in Galveston, Texas, 

learned they were free.   

6. Play the read aloud and guide student comprehension  Juneteenth for Mazie - YouTube,  

7. Play the video: What is Juneteenth? (1:15 min, PBS Kids)  

8. Ask: Why do you think it took so long for the news to reach Galveston? 10. Instruct students to 

read The Celebrating Juneteenth (readworks.org). (Appendix B)  

9. Ask:   

• Do you think all enslaved people were happy about the news of freedom? Explain.  
• Why is it important that Juneteenth is celebrated? 

• What are some ways in which Juneteenth is celebrated?  
• *If students raised their hand earlier that they celebrate Juneteenth, ask them how they 

celebrate.  

10 Video: Juneteenth in Buffalo (1:52 min, Spectrum News)  

11. Show students the Juneteenth flag (Appendix A). Explain to students that the Juneteenth flag  
contains symbols that have meaning. Use the information below to explain the meaning behind the 
star, burst, the arc and colors.  

• Designed in 1997 by Ben Haith and Lisa Jeanne Graf and later revised in 2000.  
• The Star: The white star in the center of the flag has two meanings. For one, it represents 

Texas, the Lone Star State. The star also goes beyond Texas, representing the freedom of 
African Americans in all 50 states.  

• The Burst: The bursting outline around the star is inspired by a nova, a term that 
astronomers use to mean a new star. On the Juneteenth flag, this represents a new 
beginning for the African Americans of Galveston and throughout the land.  

• The Arc: The curve that extends across the width of the flag represents a new horizon: the 
opportunities and promise that lay ahead for Black Americans.  

• The Colors: The red, white and blue represents the American flag, a reminder that the 
enslaved and their descendants were and are Americans.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rm5PMPEDCwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8icqK_KUtQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWBlikh8A2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWBlikh8A2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWBlikh8A2E
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13mcFFRE0S24UVD2vD8EdPTmvqMwLqscT/view?usp=sharing
https://www.readworks.org/article/Celebrating-Juneteenth/d6bdd404-b31a-4508-9e97-c88479ed5cc1#!articleTab:content/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13mcFFRE0S24UVD2vD8EdPTmvqMwLqscT/view?usp=sharing
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/buffalo/news/2019/06/15/buffalo-celebrates-juneteeth-
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/buffalo/news/2019/06/15/buffalo-celebrates-juneteeth-
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/buffalo/news/2019/06/15/buffalo-celebrates-juneteeth-


 

14. Explain to students that they will have a chance to show what they learned from today’s lesson by 
designing their own Juneteenth flag or creating a poster.   

 

 

CLOSURE (15 min)  

  
15. Have students choose one of the activities below:  

• Design your own Juneteenth Flag. Have students create a key on an index card to explain the 

meaning of the symbols they use.   

• Create a poster for your school educating other students on Juneteenth and its 
significance in African American history. Encourage students to draw pictures and include 
information about Juneteenth. Create a Criteria for Success to guide students.  

DIFFERENTIATION   

 

• Increase or decrease the amount of vocabulary words being asked to use.  
• Use pictures with your vocabulary words, when possible.  
• Audio of the reading of Celebrating Juneteenth is available through ReadWorks.org  

  

SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION 
(Intentionally left blank, for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson)  

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION  

 

• A presentation program (PPT, Sway, Prezi, etc.) can be used to deliver the lesson by transferring 
specific questions, embedding video and inserting graphics, to increase student engagement.  

• Schoology:  
○ Create a discussion and post questions to foster student conversation and 

engagement about the lesson. A discussion post can be used as a ticket in the 
door/exit ticket, to stimulate conversation around the essential questions, respond 
to an article/video, etc. Additionally, ask students to comment on a classmate’s 
response after posting their own.  

○ Assign the assessment/closure activity for students to submit virtually or in person 
for grading purposes.  

 
 



 

TEACHER REFLECTION   
Teacher Thoughts Prior to the Lesson   

Consider pre-reading information: 

 Teaching Juneteenth. 
“The history of Juneteenth acknowledges hard history while also empowering students to be advocates for 
change.”  Learning for Justice. 
 
 
Juneteenth: Teaching Outside the Textbook 
“Juneteenth — June 19th, also known as Emancipation Day — is one of the commemorations of people 
seizing their freedom in the United States. This beautiful tradition of Black freedom needs to be taught in 
school.”  Zinn Education Project 
 

  

  

Teacher Reflection Following the Lesson  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/teaching-juneteenth
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/juneteenth-2021/


 

Appendix A 

Juneteenth Flag 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

Appendix B 

Celebrating Juneteenth 

Juneteenth is an important holiday in American history. It honors the day in 1865 when enslaved 

people in Texas found out they were free. This day marked a major milestone on the path to ending 

slavery throughout the U.S. 

On June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon Granger of the Union army arrived in Galveston,  

Texas. He informed the enslaved people of Texas about the Emancipation Proclamation. The 

Emancipation Proclamation was a speech made by President Abraham Lincoln two years earlier, on 

January 1, 1863. It stated that enslaved people in many of the southern states were now free. 

President Lincoln gave this speech during the height of the Civil War. But by the time the Union 

soldiers made it to Texas, the Civil War had ended. It took over two years for this message to reach 

the people still enslaved in Texas! 

More than 250,000 people celebrated their newfound freedom on June 19. Soon after, many of 

these freed people decided to migrate to northern states to start a new life. But they continued to 

celebrate Juneteenth year after year and to share this holiday with their community. 

In 1872, a group of formerly enslaved people raised money to buy 10 acres of land near Houston, 

Texas. They named this land 'Emancipation Park'. To this day, many Americans celebrate Juneteenth 

in this park to remember their history. 

Texas also holds a special parade to celebrate this day. Thousands of people participate and enjoy 

learning and celebrating African American culture and history. They fly the Juneteenth flag. The 

Juneteenth flag has a white star that symbolizes freedom and new hope for African Americans. 

Juneteenth is a day to remember the triumphs and struggles of African Americans. Even though 

enslaved people in Texas learned of their freedom on Juneteenth, they still faced violence, 

discrimination and inequality. That is why Juneteenth celebrations are so important to many 

Americans. Juneteenth recognizes the hardships of gaining freedom and the importance of 

remembering Black history in the United States. 

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Celebrating Juneteenth 



 

OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY 

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES   
Grades 5-6: African American Emancipation Lesson   

BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES  

As you execute these lessons please remember:  

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity ∙ All Students Read ∙ All Students Write ∙ All Students Explain Their 
Thinking ∙ All Students Engage in Grade-Level Content ∙ Differentiation  

LESSON TITLE: Celebrating Juneteenth   
  
In this lesson, students will learn the history and traditions related to the celebration of Juneteenth, a 
holiday that many African Americans celebrate every year. Students will read the excerpt Celebrating 
Juneteenth to learn why and how Juneteenth is celebrated in America and locally in Buffalo. Students 
compare Juneteenth to the 4th of July and create a poster explaining the history of Juneteenth.   

LESSON OBJECTIVES  

 Students will be able to:  
 

• understand and explain the significance of Juneteenth to African American history.  
• compare Juneteenth to the 4th of July.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  

  
• Why is it important that we learn about and celebrate Juneteenth?  
• How is Juneteenth like the 4th of July?  
• What does it mean to be free?  
• *What conclusions can you draw about the ways that people celebrate and define freedom in the 

U.S.?  
*Optional  

NYS STANDARDS   

5R1: Locate and refer to relevant details and evidence when explaining what a text says 

explicitly/implicitly and make logical inferences. (RI&RL)  

5R3: In literary texts, compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, and events, drawing on 

specific details in the text. (RL)  

5W4: Create a poem, story, play, artwork, or other response to a text, author, theme, or personal 

experience.  
  
6R1: Cite textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text says explicitly/implicitly and make 

logical inferences. (RI&RL)  

6R3: In informational texts, analyze how individuals, events, and ideas are introduced, relate to each 
other, and are developed. (RI)   

 



 

6W4: Create a poem, story, play, artwork, or other response to a text, author, theme, or personal 
experience.  

VOCABULARY  
 Vocabulary game embedded in the lesson.  

lobbied: seek to influence (a politician or public official) on an issue.  
Civil War: a war between citizens of the same country  
*13th Amendment: The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution abolished slavery and 

involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime  

*Emancipation Proclamation: President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on 
January 1, 1863, after 3 years of the Civil War. The proclamation declared "that all persons held as slaves" 
within the rebellious states "are, and henceforward shall be free."  
migrate: to move from one region or habitat to another 
 triumph: a great victory or achievement 
 milestone: an action or event marking a significant change or stage in development  
  

TEXT AND RESOURCES  
Title: Celebrating Juneteenth*  
By: ReadWorks**  
*Google Drive link to the PDF version  
**Audio is available when you create an account on  
ReadWorks.org  
  
Appendix A: Juneteenth Flag  
Appendix B: Venn Diagram  
  
  

 

LAUNCH (10 min)  

1. 1. Play the video Juneteenth Song for Kids (w/ Alphabet Rockers)  -ask students listen carefully to 
the message of the video and to predict today’s topic. Have them write down two or three 
important words they heard in the song.  

2. Explain that today we will be learning about the history and significance of Juneteenth, how it is 
celebrated nationally and in Buffalo, as well as comparing it to the 4th of July.  

3. Introduce vocabulary through the game: Vocabulary Four Corners  

• Put vocabulary words in four corners of the room. (More than one vocabulary word can be 

in a corner.)  

• Explain that you will say a vocabulary word and if they know it, they will go to that corner 

and share it’s meaning.  

• Repeat this process for all the words.  
 

PROCEDURAL STEPS (20 min)  
4. Provide some brief background information about Juneteenth:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1um0tp2nlqyBSc7A7bnLi8FK2ONex1XvG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1um0tp2nlqyBSc7A7bnLi8FK2ONex1XvG/view?usp=sharing
https://www.readworks.org/article/Celebrating-Juneteenth/d6bdd404-b31a-4508-9e97-c88479ed5cc1#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Celebrating-Juneteenth/d6bdd404-b31a-4508-9e97-c88479ed5cc1#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Celebrating-Juneteenth/d6bdd404-b31a-4508-9e97-c88479ed5cc1#!articleTab:content/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rm5PMPEDCwA


 

a. Juneteenth is a celebration of the day that slaves in Galveston, Texas, learned they were 

free.   

b. President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1,  
1863. Congress passed the 13th Amendment, which made slavery illegal, on January 31, 

1865. But the information was slow to spread to the southern states during the Civil War.  

c. After the war was over, Union officials traveled to the South.   
d. On June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon Granger and his troops came to Galveston with 

news that the war had ended and the slaves were now free.  

5. Video: What is Juneteenth? (1:15 min, PBS Kids)  
6. Instruct students to read Celebrating Juneteenth. (Google Drive PDF)  
7. Ask: Why do you think it took so long for the news to reach Galveston?  
8. Explain that not all enslaved people were happy about the news of freedom.   

a. Ask: Why do you think this was? Explain.   
9. Provide some information about how Juneteenth was celebrated:  

a. Parties were held in backyards, African American churches and rural areas.   
b. Juneteenth became a Texas state holiday in 1980. The day is now officially recognized as a 

holiday by the entire United States 

c. Today, celebrations often include barbecues and picnics with special-occasion foods.  
d. People wear new or fancy clothes to celebrate their freedom from slave dress codes.  
e. Fishing, baseball and other outdoor activities are often enjoyed.   
f. Families and friends gather to sing spirituals, pray and dance.   

10. Video: Juneteenth in Buffalo (1:52 min, Spectrum News)  
11. Ask: How is Juneteenth like the 4th of July? How is it different?  

12. Provide students with the Venn diagram to compare Juneteenth to the 4th of July (Appendix B). The 

following are guided questions to support the completion of the Venn Diagram:   

a. What events take place on the two days?   
b. What do people do?   
c. How are the events described in the media?   

13. When students notice the differences between celebrations, ask them to consider the reasons for 
those differences.   

14. Show students the Juneteenth flag (Appendix A). Explain to students that the Juneteenth flag 
contains symbols that have meaning. Use the information below to explain the meaning behind the 
star, burst, the arc and colors.  

a. Designed in 1997 by Ben Haith and Lisa Jeanne Graf and later revised in 2000.  
b. The Star: The white star in the center of the flag has two meanings. For one, it represents 

Texas, the Lone Star State. The star also goes beyond Texas, representing the freedom of 
African Americans in all 50 states.  

c. The Burst: The bursting outline around the star is inspired by a nova, a term that 
astronomers use to mean a new star. On the Juneteenth flag, this represents a new 
beginning for the African Americans of Galveston and throughout the land.  

d. The Arc: The curve that extends across the width of the flag represents a new horizon: the 
opportunities and promise that lay ahead for Black Americans.  

e. The Colors: The red, white and blue represents the American flag, a reminder that slaves 
and their descendants were and are Americans.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWBlikh8A2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWBlikh8A2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWBlikh8A2E
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1um0tp2nlqyBSc7A7bnLi8FK2ONex1XvG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1um0tp2nlqyBSc7A7bnLi8FK2ONex1XvG/view?usp=sharing
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/buffalo/news/2019/06/15/buffalo-celebrates-juneteeth-
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/buffalo/news/2019/06/15/buffalo-celebrates-juneteeth-
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/buffalo/news/2019/06/15/buffalo-celebrates-juneteeth-


 

 

15. *Ask: What conclusions can you draw about the ways that people celebrate and define           
freedom in the U.S.?  

  

CLOSURE (20 min)  

18. Have students choose one of the activities below:  

• Write a 6-line song or poem about Juneteenth using four vocabulary words. Challenge 
students to create a melody or find an instrumental to recite their rhyme, song or poem to. 
Encourage students to sketch a picture to go along with their song or poem. Make a 
connection to the song from the Launch of this lesson.  

• Create a poster for your school educating other students on Juneteenth and its 
significance in African American history. Encourage students to draw pictures and include 
information about Juneteenth. Create a Criteria for Success to assist students in the design 
of their poster.  

DIFFERENTIATION   

• Increase or decrease the amount of vocabulary words being asked to use.  
• Use pictures with your vocabulary words, when possible.  
• Audio of the reading of Celebrating Juneteenth is available through ReadWorks.org  

SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION  

Intentionally left blank, for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION ? 

1. Asynchronous or Synchronous Instruction  
● A presentation program (PPT, Sway, Prezi, etc.) can be used to deliver the lesson by 

transferring specific questions, embedding video and inserting graphics, to increase 
student engagement.  

 
● Schoology:  

○ Create a discussion and post questions to foster student conversation and 
engagement about the lesson. A discussion post can be used as a ticket in the 
door/exit ticket, to stimulate conversation around the essential questions, respond 
to an article/video, etc. Additionally, ask students to comment on a classmate’s 
response after posting their own.  

○ Assign the assessment/closure activity for students to submit virtually or in person 
for grading purposes. 



 

TEACHER REFLECTION   
Teacher thoughts prior to the lesson: 
 
Consider pre-reading information: 
 Teaching Juneteenth. 
“The history of Juneteenth acknowledges hard history while also empowering students to be advocates for 
change.”  Learning for Justice. 
 
 
Juneteenth: Teaching Outside the Textbook 
“Juneteenth — June 19th, also known as Emancipation Day — is one of the commemorations of people 
seizing their freedom in the United States. This beautiful tradition of Black freedom needs to be taught in 
school.”  Zinn Education Project 
  

  

Teacher Reflection Following the Lesson  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/teaching-juneteenth
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/juneteenth-2021/


 

Appendix A: Juneteenth Flag  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  



 

 

Celebrating Juneteenth 
Juneteenth is an important holiday in American history. It honors the day in 1865 when 

enslaved people in Texas found out they were free. This day marked a major milestone on the 

path to ending slavery throughout the U.S. 

On June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon Granger of the Union army arrived in Galveston,  

Texas. He informed the enslaved people of Texas about the Emancipation Proclamation. The 

Emancipation Proclamation was a speech made by President Abraham Lincoln two years 

earlier, on January 1, 1863. It stated that enslaved people in many of the southern states were 

now free. President Lincoln gave this speech during the height of the Civil War. But by the 

time the Union soldiers made it to Texas, the Civil War had ended. It took over two years for 

this message to reach the people still enslaved in Texas! 

More than 250,000 people celebrated their newfound freedom on June 19. Soon after, many 

of these freed people decided to migrate to northern states to start a new life. But they 

continued to celebrate Juneteenth year after year and to share this holiday with their 

community. 

In 1872, a group of formerly enslaved people raised money to buy 10 acres of land near 

Houston, Texas. They named this land 'Emancipation Park'. To this day, many Americans 

celebrate Juneteenth in this park to remember their history. 

Texas also holds a special parade to celebrate this day. Thousands of people participate and 

enjoy learning and celebrating African American culture and history. They fly the Juneteenth 

flag. The Juneteenth flag has a white star that symbolizes freedom and new hope for African 

Americans. 

Juneteenth is a day to remember the triumphs and struggles of African Americans. Even though 

enslaved people in Texas learned of their freedom on Juneteenth, they still faced violence, 

discrimination and inequality. That is why Juneteenth celebrations are so important to many 

Americans. Juneteenth recognizes the hardships of gaining freedom and the importance of 

remembering Black history in the United States. 

 
ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

Celebrating Juneteenth 



 

 



 

OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY 

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES  
Emancipation Curriculum 
Grades: 7-8 
Duration: 75-90 min: Lesson facilitation can span multiple classes to meet students’ needs 

BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES 
As you execute these lessons please remember: 

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity – All Students Read – All Students Write – 
 All Students Explain Their Thinking – All Students Engage in Grade-Level Content - Differentiation 

LESSON TITLE:  COMMEMORATION OF JUNETEENTH 

 
SUMMARY:  Students will build background knowledge and understanding of the history of Juneteenth, 
specifically its memorialization of June 19, 1865, when enslaved Africans living in Texas, finally learned of 
their freedom and United States citizenship.  Students will read and compare two different texts, answer 
comprehension questions, and respond to a quote found in each article.   
 
Students will also learn that in celebration of America’s “second Independence Day” a Juneteenth flag was 
designed in 1997 by the founder of the National Juneteenth Celebration Foundation.  Students will explore 
the symbology of the Juneteenth flag.  Lastly, students will design a piece of art and write a short response 
to President Biden’s quote, “Juneteenth not only commemorates the past.  It calls us to action today.” 
 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to: 

• Understand and describe the history of Juneteenth traditions 

• List important dates and details leading to freedom for African people, who were previously 
enslaved and our National Juneteenth Day of Observance.   

• Respond to multiple quotes surrounding the quest for racial equity, equality, and justice in America  

• Commemorate Juneteenth through a piece of art and short response 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What is Juneteenth, why and how is it celebrated Nationally in the United States? 

• What symbols are present on the Juneteenth flag? What do they stand for? 

• How does Juneteenth call us to action, today? What actionable steps can we take to improve racial 
equity, equality, and justice? 

NYS STANDARDS 
English Language Arts 

•  7R3/ 8R3: In informational texts, analyze how individuals, events, and ideas are introduced, relate to 
each other and are developed.    

Social Studies 

• 7.5: The Constitution in Practice:  The United States Constitution serves as the foundation of the US 
government and outlines the rights of citizens.  The Constitution is considered a living document that 
can respond to political and social changes.  The NYS Constitution also has been changing over time.    



 

• 8.1: Reconstruction: Regional tensions following the Civil War complicated efforts to heal the nation 
and to redefine the status of African Americans.  
 

VOCABULARY 
• Abolition: the act of officially ending or stopping something; the act of ending slavery 

• Commemoration: remembrance; typically expressed in a ceremony 

• Emancipation: to become free from someone else’s control 

• Legislation: a law or set of laws made by government 

• Proclamation: an official statement or announcement made by a person in power or by a 
government 

• 13th Amendment: abolished slavery and involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for a crime 
 

TEXT AND RESOURCES 
Text Title: The Historical Legacy of Juneteenth 
Author: National History Museum of African American History & Culture 
 
Text Title: A Proclamation on Juneteenth Day of Observance 
Author: President Joseph R Biden Jr, White House Briefing 
 
 
Appendix A-  Juneteenth: Gallery Walk 
Appendix B-  Text: Historical Legacy of Juneteenth 
Appendix C-  Text: A Proclamation on Juneteenth Day of Observance 
Appendix D- Juneteenth: Graphic Organizer  
Appendix E- Juneteenth: Flag Symbology 
Appendix F- Juneteenth: Final Response 
 

LAUNCH (20 min) 
1. Display the Gallery Walk of the Buffalo Juneteenth Festival (Appendix A) and  

ask the students “What is Juneteenth?’ 
a. To build curiosity, do not reveal the history behind the holiday as students will discover it 

through the lesson activities. 
b. Encourage students who have celebrated Juneteenth to share out their experiences and 

knowledge.  
 

2. Review the student objectives, essential questions, and vocabulary words with the students. 
 

3. Show students the CPAN video: History of Juneteenth 
a. Have students answer the these or similar questions while watching the video: 

i. How many years did it take for some enslaved people to learn of their freedom?  
Describe the reactions among them upon learning of their freedom.   

ii. Explain how this day became officially recognized as Juneteenth.  What other states 
around the US began recognizing Juneteenth as a state-level holiday as early as the 
1970s? 

iii. Why is this date important? 
 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/historical-legacy-juneteenth
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/06/18/a-proclamation-on-juneteenth-day-of-observance-2021/
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?1604


 

 

PROCEDURAL STEPS (30-40 min) 
4.  Read the article, The Historical Legacy of Juneteenth, (Appendix B) from the National Museum of 

African American History & Culture. 
a.  Answer the topic questions on the corresponding graphic organizer (Appendix D).  Most 

importantly students will respond to the article quote, “Juneteenth marks our county’s 
second Independence Day”.  
 

5. Read the article, A Proclamation on Juneteenth Day of Observance, (Appendix C) directly from the 
White House and President Joseph R Biden Jr.  

a. Answer the topic questions on the corresponding graphic organizer (Appendix D).  Most 
importantly, students will respond to the article quote, “Juneteenth is a day of profound 
weight and power”.  
 

CLOSURE (20-30 min) 
6. Examine the Juneteenth Flag.  Each symbol, color, 

and design item were strategically chosen to 
represent this incredibly important date in American 
History.  Open and review the article, The 
Juneteenth flag is full of symbols.  Here's what they 
mean with students. 

a. Complete the worksheet (Appendix E) for the 
meaning of each aspect of the Juneteenth 
flag.  

 
7. President Biden states, “Juneteenth not only commemorates the past.  It calls us to action today.”  

a. Design a piece of art symbolizing the “call to action” that Biden is referring to in today’s 
society regarding racial and social equity, equality, and justice for all Americans.  

b. Write a short response to Biden’s call for action today.  
 
 

DIFFERENTIATION 
 

• The activities in this lesson could all be modified to meet students’ diverse needs. 

• Teacher can enrich this lesson and include other videos and additional text and images. 

• Teacher can modify by choosing 1 of 2 texts, modifying the graphic organizer and asking fewer 
questions, chunking questions, or give sentence starters. 

 
 

SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION 
Intentionally left blank, for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson 
 
 
 
 

 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/historical-legacy-juneteenth
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/06/18/a-proclamation-on-juneteenth-day-of-observance-2021/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/19/us/juneteenth-flag-meaning-explainer-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/19/us/juneteenth-flag-meaning-explainer-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/19/us/juneteenth-flag-meaning-explainer-trnd/index.html


 

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION 
Portions of this lesson, text, or activities can be taught through multiple modalities including PPT 
presentations sent to students 1:1 devices or Nearpod activities.   
 
 
 
 

TEACHER REFLECTION 
Teacher thoughts prior to the lesson: 
Consider pre-reading information: 
 Teaching Juneteenth. 
“The history of Juneteenth acknowledges hard history while also empowering students to be advocates for 
change.”  Learning for Justice. 
 
 
Juneteenth: Teaching Outside the Textbook 
“Juneteenth — June 19th, also known as Emancipation Day — is one of the commemorations of people 
seizing their freedom in the United States. This beautiful tradition of Black freedom needs to be taught in 
school.”  Zinn Education Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher thoughts following the lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/teaching-juneteenth
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/juneteenth-2021/


 

Appendix A:   

Juneteenth: GALLERY WALK 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix B:  

The Historical Legacy of Juneteenth 

Source: The National Museum of African American History & Culture  

 

 

Emancipation Day celebration, June 19, 1900 held in "East Woods" on East 24th Street in Austin. Credit: Austin 

History Center. 

 

On “Freedom’s Eve,” or the eve of January 1, 1863, the first Watch Night services took place. On that night, 

enslaved and free African Americans gathered in churches and private homes all across the country awaiting 

news that the Emancipation Proclamation had taken effect. At the stroke of midnight, prayers were answered as 

all enslaved people in Confederate States were declared legally free. Union soldiers, many of whom were black, 

marched onto plantations and across cities in the south reading small copies of the Emancipation Proclamation 

spreading the news of freedom in Confederate States. Only through the Thirteenth Amendment did 

emancipation end slavery throughout the United States. 

 

But not everyone in Confederate territory would immediately be free. Even though the Emancipation 

Proclamation was made effective in 1863, it could not be implemented in places still under Confederate control. 

As a result, in the westernmost Confederate state of Texas, enslaved people would not be free until much later. 

Freedom finally came on June 19, 1865, when some 2,000 Union troops arrived in Galveston Bay, Texas. The 

army announced that the more than 250,000 enslaved black people in the state, were free by executive decree. 

This day came to be known as "Juneteenth," by the newly freed people in Texas. 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/blog-post/13th-amendment-us-constitution-passed


 

The post-emancipation period known as Reconstruction (1865-1877) marked an era of great hope, uncertainty, 

and struggle for the nation as a whole. Formerly enslaved people immediately sought to reunify families, 

establish schools, run for political office, push radical legislation and even sue slaveholders for 

compensation. Given the 200+ years of enslavement, such changes were nothing short of amazing. Not even a 

generation out of slavery, African Americans were inspired and empowered to transform their lives and their 

country. 

 

Juneteenth marks our country’s second independence day. Although it has long celebrated in the African 

American community, this monumental event remains largely unknown to most Americans. 

 

The historical legacy of Juneteenth shows the value of never giving up hope in uncertain times. The National 

Museum of African American History and Culture is a community space where this spirit of hope lives on. A place 

where historical events like Juneteenth are shared and new stories with equal urgency are told. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publishers throughout the North responded to a demand for copies of Lincoln’s proclamation and produced 
numerous decorative versions, including this engraving by R. A. Dimmick in 1864.  
National Museum of American History, gift of Ralph E. Becker 



 

Appendix C: 

 

A Proclamation of Juneteenth Day of Observance, 2021 

Source: White House Briefing Room 

On June 19, 1865 — nearly nine decades after our Nation’s founding, and more than 2 years after President 

Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation — enslaved Americans in Galveston, Texas, finally received word 

that they were free from bondage.  As those who were formerly enslaved were recognized for the first time as 

citizens, Black Americans came to commemorate Juneteenth with celebrations across the country, building new 

lives and a new tradition that we honor today.  In its celebration of freedom, Juneteenth is a day that should be 

recognized by all Americans. And that is why I am proud to have consecrated Juneteenth as our newest national 

holiday. 

Juneteenth is a day of profound weight and power. 

A day in which we remember the moral stain and terrible toll of slavery on our country –- what I’ve long called 

America’s original sin.  A long legacy of systemic racism, inequality, and inhumanity. 

But it is a day that also reminds us of our incredible capacity to heal, hope, and emerge from our darkest 

moments with purpose and resolve. 

As I said on the 100th Anniversary of the Tulsa Race Massacre, great nations don’t ignore the most painful 

chapters of their past. Great nations confront them.  We come to terms with them. 

On Juneteenth, we recommit ourselves to the work of equity, equality, and justice.  And, we celebrate the 

centuries of struggle, courage, and hope that have brought us to this time of progress and possibility.  That work 

has been led throughout our history by abolitionists and educators, civil rights advocates and lawyers, 

courageous activists and trade unionists, public officials, and everyday Americans who have helped make real the 

ideals of our founding documents for all. 

There is still more work to do.  As we emerge from the long, dark winter of the COVID-19 pandemic, for example, 

racial equity remains at the heart of our efforts to vaccinate the Nation and beat the virus.  We must recognize 

that Black Americans, among other people of color, have shouldered a disproportionate burden of loss — while 



 

also carrying us through disproportionately as essential workers and health care providers on the front lines of 

the crisis. 

Psalm 30 proclaims that “weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.”  Juneteenth marks 

both the long, hard night of slavery and discrimination, and the promise of a brighter morning to come.  My 

Administration is committed to building an economy — and a Nation — that brings everyone along, and finally 

delivers our Nation’s founding promise to Black Americans.  Together, we will lay the roots of real and lasting 

justice, so that we can become the extraordinary country that was promised to all Americans. 

Juneteenth not only commemorates the past.  It calls us to action today. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 

vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 19, 2021, as 

Juneteenth Day of Observance.  I call upon the people of the United States to acknowledge and celebrate the end 

of the Civil War and the emancipation of Black Americans,  and commit together to eradicate systemic racism 

that still undermines our founding ideals and collective prosperity. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord 

two thousand twenty-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-

fifth. 

                             JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Appendix D:  

 

Juneteenth: Graphic Organizer 

Directions: Complete following graphic organizer while reading both articles, Appendices B & C.  Answers to the 

Topic Question’s may be found in one or both articles.  

 

Topic Question Appendix B Article 
Historical Legacy of Juneteenth 

Appendix C Article 
A Proclamation of Juneteenth Day 

What amendment took 
effect on Jan 1, 1863?  
Provide 2 supporting 
details about this 
amendment.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What actual date did 
the people who were 
enslaved in western 
Texas learn of their 
freedom? How did it 
finally transpire? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What advancements 
were made by newly 
freed people and 
families during the era 
of Reconstruction 
(1865-1877)? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What date officially 
declared Juneteenth a 
National Holiday?   
Who proclaimed this 
day of observance? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Topic Question Appendix B Article 
Historical Legacy of Juneteenth 

Appendix C Article 
A Proclamation of Juneteenth Day 

How can we find 
empowerment through 
joyful Juneteenth 
celebrations of culture, 
activism, and humanity 
of people? 

  

 
Analyze and respond to 
the following quotes 
from each article: 

 
“Juneteenth marks our country’s 
second independence day.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Juneteenth is a day of profound 
weight and power.” 



 

 

Appendix E:  

Juneteenth: Flag Symbology  

Directions:  Read through the CNN article, The 

Juneteenth flag is full of symbols.  Here’s what they 

mean.  As you read, complete the chart below with 

drawings/illustrations in the left column and write the 

meaning in the corresponding box in the right column.  

 

Symbol: add drawing/sketch below What does it stand for? 

The star 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The burst 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The arc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The colors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/19/us/juneteenth-flag-meaning-explainer-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/19/us/juneteenth-flag-meaning-explainer-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/19/us/juneteenth-flag-meaning-explainer-trnd/index.html


 

Appendix F: 

Juneteenth: Final Response 

Directions: In the White House Briefing article, President Joe Biden states,  

“Juneteenth not only commemorates the past.  It calls us to action today.”  

 

a. Design a piece of art symbolizing the “call to action” that Biden is referring to in  

todays’ society regarding racial and social equity, equality, and justice for all Americans.  

b. Write a short response to Biden’s call for action.  

Design a piece of art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Written Short Response 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 



 

OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY  

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES   
Grades 9/10: African American Emancipation Lesson   

BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES  

As you execute these lessons please remember:  

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity ∙ All Students Read ∙ All Students Write ∙ All Students Explain Their 
Thinking ∙ All Students Engage in Grade-Level Content ∙ Differentiation  

Lesson Title:  Juneteenth  
In this lesson, students will learn about the history of Juneteenth and engage in courageous discussions 
about the role of systemic racism in the United States. They will use information gathered from a variety of 
sources including, videos discussing the history of Juneteenth, Frederick Douglas’ speech “What to the 
Slave is the Fourth of July?”, and news article introducing Opal Lee, “the grandmother of Juneteenth”, to 
enhance their understanding of inequity as an enduring issue throughout history. Students will take notes 
on each source, develop a claim based on a relevant writing prompt, and support their claim with 
appropriate text-based evidence and grade level analysis.  

LESSON OBJECTIVES  

SWBAT:  

● understand and describe the history of Juneteenth 

● Use evidence from multiple sources to support a claim  

● Recognize inequity as an enduring issue  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  

• What is Juneteenth and why is its celebration of significant importance to the African American 
community?   

• How did the life experiences of Frederick Douglas and Opal Lee shape their roles as activists for 
racial justice and equity? 

• How does understanding the history of Juneteenth teach us about both the progress and 

opposing forces that continue to threaten rights protected by the United States 

Constitution? 

• In what ways does understanding the history of Juneteenth confirm that there has always 

been a force to maintain racial hierarchy by pushing back against change 

NYS STANDARDS  

ELA:   
7R9: Make connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras, and personal experiences. (RI&RL) 

7W1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

8W5: Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
  



 

NYS Social Studies Practice:   
C5- Comparison and Contextualization: Connect historical developments (development of Ancient Africa) 
to specific circumstances of time and place (Salva and the Sudanese Civil War, Carlotta, and racial 
segregation in America) and to broader regional, national, or global processes. 

 

VOCABULARY   
proclamation- a public or official announcement, especially one dealing with a matter of great importance  
 

Emancipation Proclamation: legally abolished slavery in all states belonging to the Confederacy, though it 

took the 13th Amendment, also ratified in 1865, to formally free slaves in non-Confederate slave-holding 

states such as Kentucky and Delaware   

bequeathed: leave (a personal estate or one's body) to a person or other beneficiary by a will 
 

abolition: the action or an act of abolishing a system, practice, or institution   
  
tumultuous- making a loud, confused noise; uproarious 
  
sacrilegious: involving or committing a sin.  

  
commemoration- remembrance, typically expressed in a ceremony  
  
milestone- an important event, as in a child's development, the history of a nation, or the advancement of 

knowledge in a field; a turning point  
 

 

LAUNCH (5 min)  

 

1. . Display the photographs and pose the following question to the class: “What is Juneteenth?”  
 

Possible responses include:  
-a holiday  
-an African American holiday -a celebration, parade, etc.  
 
NOTE: To build curiosity, do not reveal the history behind Juneteenth at this point. Students will discover 
the history of Juneteenth through reading and writing about the anchor text.    

2. Review vocabulary words with students   



 

TEXT AND RESOURCES  

Link to Videos: Juneteenth | C-SPAN Classroom –   
Video Summaries and Links: 

History of Juneteenth – Clip 1 

Doug Matthews talked about the history of Juneteenth and Ashton Villa, the historic home in Galveston, 
Texas, where Major General Gordon Granger delivered the news of the end of the Civil War and the end 
of slavery. Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating the end of slavery in the U.S. 

https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4608470&classroom# 
 
Juneteenth and General Order No. 3 – Clip 2 

Author and history professor Annette Gordon-Reed discussed the historical background of Juneteenth and 
how General Order Number 3 reflected the beliefs at the time. 

https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4966670&classroom# 
 
Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie Bunch on Juneteenth- Clip 3 

Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie Bunch discusses Juneteenth and how African American history has shaped 
the nation. 

https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4888359&classroom# 

The Celebration of Juneteenth – Clip 4 

Annette Gordon-Reed talked about the history of Juneteenth celebrations in the United States. 

https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4966691&classroom# 

Juneteenth Becomes a National Holiday – Clip 5 

Vice President Kamala Harris spoke at the signing ceremony for the Juneteenth National Independence Day 
Act that made Juneteenth a federal holiday. Juneteenth, celebrated on June 19, commemorates the end of 
slavery in the United States. 

https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4967253&classroom# 

 

 

Text Links and Summaries:  

Appendix C – What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?   

“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” is a speech by abolitionist Frederick Douglass. Douglass, who 
himself escaped enslavement years before, gave the speech on July 5, 1852, at an Independence Day 
celebration in Rochester, New York.”- Learning for Justice – 

What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? | Learning for Justice 
 

https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?1885
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4608470&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4966670&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4888359&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4966691&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4967253&classroom
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/texts/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july


 

Appendix D – “Meet Opal Lee, the 94-year-old activist who marched for miles to make Juneteenth a 
federal holiday.”  

 Ms. Opal has been an advocate for civil rights and equity from a young age. She gained national attention 
in her efforts to make Juneteenth a recognized national holiday and has been nicknamed the 
"Grandmother of Juneteenth."  This article will provide information about her background, efforts, and 
journey to accomplishing her goal of having Juneteenth recognized as a national holiday.  

Opal Lee, the 'Grandmother of Juneteenth,' marks the national recognition of the holiday - The 
Washington Post 

Appendix A: This Day In History video clip note page 
Appendix B: Text: What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? 
Appendix C: Text: Meet Opal Lee, the 94-year-old activist who marched for miles to make Juneteenth a 
national holiday 
Appendix D: Graphic Organizer: Source, Evidence, Analysis  
Appendix E: Assessment Writing Prompt  

 

PROCEDURAL STEPS (30 min) Day 1, 30 minutes/ Day 2 (30 minutes) 

Day 1: 
3. Review essential questions with the students and explain to them that they will be using a series of 

sources to collect evidence (show Appendix A), make annotations. They will use this information to 
develop a claim based on one of the provided writing prompts (Appendix E) and support that claim 
with at least 3 pieces of appropriate text-based evidence and grade-level analysis.  

4. Tell students that while they are watching the video and annotating their articles to keep these 
questions in mind.  

5. Give students Appendix A and play Clips 1-5 and stopping for students to take notes as needed. 
Give students time to discuss and share their notes with their classmates 

6. Close day 1 by Discussing the article annotations in whole or small groups as it relates to the 
essential questions. 

Day 2: 
7. Review objectives and essential questions from yesterday. Tell students that they will continue the 

lesson today and be responsible for reading and annotating two articles.  
8. Read as a whole group “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July” (Appendix B) Have students 

annotate the article keeping in mind the essential questions. Allow them time to share with a 
partner or whole group their annotations and connections to the essential questions. 

9. Read as a whole group “Meet Opal Lee…” (Appendix C) Have students annotate the article, keeping 
in mind the essential questions.  Allow them time to share with a partner or whole group their 
annotations and connections to the essential questions.  

10. Tell students they will make a claim about one of the following questions: 

➢ How does understanding the history of Juneteenth teach us about both the progress 

and opposing forces that continue to threaten rights protected by the United States 

Constitution? 

➢ In what ways does understanding the history of Juneteenth confirm that there has 

always been a force to maintain racial hierarchy by pushing back against change? 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2021/06/19/juneteenth-opal-lee/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2021/06/19/juneteenth-opal-lee/


 

➢ Does the 2021 recognition of Juneteenth as holiday complete the promises of the 4th 

of July 

11. Students will review their class notes and annotations from the articles and the videos. Then, 

use the Source, Evidence, Analysis Graphic Organizer (Appendix D) to organize selected 

relevant evidence from each of the sources (video clips, and both articles) that support their 

claim in step 10. 

CLOSURE (15 min)  

12. After students have completed the Graphic Organizer (Appendix D) they should be instructed 

to complete the Assessment Writing prompt (Appendix E).  Each response should: 

• Clearly state their claim about ONE of the three questions 

• Use at least three pieces of relevant and sufficient evidence from the videos and texts 

to support their response.  

DIFFERENTIATION  

● Chunking the article 

● Modify questions/procedures as best fits your group  
● Flexible grouping  
● Providing article annotations or final assessment for homework  
● Enrichment such as further research on Opal Lee or Frederick Douglas  

SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION  

Intentionally left blank, for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION  

d technology platform 

Portions of this lesson, text, or activities can be taught through multiple modalities including PPT 
presentations sent to students 1:1 devices or Nearpod activities. 
 
 
 

TEACHER REFLECTION  

Teacher Thoughts Prior to the Lesson  
Consider pre-reading information: 
 Teaching Juneteenth. 
“The history of Juneteenth acknowledges hard history while also empowering students to be advocates for 
change.”  Learning for Justice. 
 
 
Juneteenth: Teaching Outside the Textbook 
“Juneteenth — June 19th, also known as Emancipation Day — is one of the commemorations of people 
seizing their freedom in the United States. This beautiful tradition of Black freedom needs to be taught in 
school.”  Zinn Education Project 
 

Teacher Reflection Following the Lesson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/teaching-juneteenth
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/juneteenth-2021/


 

 APPENDIX A   

 

Handout: On This Day in History-Juneteenth | C-SPAN Classroom 

View the C-SPAN Classroom On This Day in History Juneteenth | C-SPAN Classroom video clips and 

complete the following information.  

Title and description of Clip  Write down 3-4 important take aways or 
key words, or quotes from the video  

History of Juneteenth – Clip 1 

Doug Matthews talked about the history of Juneteenth 

and Ashton Villa, the historic home in Galveston, 

Texas, where Major General Gordon Granger 

delivered the news of the end of the Civil War and the 

end of slavery. Juneteenth is the oldest known 

celebration commemorating the end of slavery in the 

U.S. 

https://www.c-

span.org/video/standalone/?c4608470&classroom# 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juneteenth and General Order No. 3 
– Clip 2 

Author and history professor Annette Gordon-Reed 

discussed the historical background of Juneteenth 

and how General Order Number 3 reflected the 

beliefs at the time. 

https://www.c-

span.org/video/standalone/?c4966670&classroom# 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?1885
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/onthisday/
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?1885
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4608470&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4608470&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4966670&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4966670&classroom


 

Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie 
Bunch on Juneteenth- Clip 3 

Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie Bunch discusses 

Juneteenth and how African American history has 

shaped the nation. 

https://www.c-
span.org/video/standalone/?c4888359&classroom# 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Celebration of Juneteenth 
– Clip 4 

Annette Gordon-Reed talked about the history of 

Juneteenth celebrations in the United States. 

https://www.c-
span.org/video/standalone/?c4966691&classroom# 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Juneteenth Becomes a 
National Holiday – Clip 5 

Vice President Kamala Harris spoke at the signing 

ceremony for the Juneteenth National Independence 

Day Act that made Juneteenth a federal holiday. 

Juneteenth, celebrated on June 19, commemorates 

the end of slavery in the United States. 

https://www.c-
span.org/video/standalone/?c4967253&classroom# 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Adapted from C-Span this day in history 

https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4888359&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4888359&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4966691&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4966691&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4967253&classroom
https://www.c-span.org/video/standalone/?c4967253&classroom


 

    Appendix B 

What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? 

“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” is a speech by abolitionist Frederick Douglass. 

Douglass, who himself escaped enslavement years before, gave the speech on July 5, 1852 

at an Independence Day celebration in Rochester, New York. 

AUTHOR 

  

FREDERICK DOUGLASS 

 

 ...Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I called upon to speak here to-day? What 

have I, or those I represent, to do with your national independence? Are the great principles of 

political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, extended to 

us? and am I, therefore, called upon to bring our humble offering to the national altar, and to 

confess the benefits and express devout gratitude for the blessings resulting from your 

independence to us?   

Would to God, both for your sakes and ours, that an affirmative answer could be truthfully returned to 

these questions! … 

But such is not the state of the case. I say it with a sad sense of the disparity between us. I am not 

included within the pale of this glorious anniversary! Your high independence only reveals the 

immeasurable distance between us. The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed in 

common. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and independence, bequeathed by your 

fathers, is shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that brought light and healing to you, has brought 

stripes and death to me. This Fourth [of] July is yours, not mine. 

You may rejoice, I must mourn.  To drag a man in fetters into the grand illuminated temple of liberty, 

and call upon him to join you in joyous anthems, were inhuman mockery and sacrilegious irony. Do 

you mean, citizens, to mock me, by asking me to speak to-day? If so, there is a parallel to your 

conduct. And let me warn you that it is dangerous to copy the example of a nation whose crimes, 

towering up to heaven, were thrown down by the breath of the Almighty, burying that nation in 

irrevocable ruin! I can to-day take up the plaintive lament of a peeled and woe-smitten people!...   

Fellow-citizens; above your national, tumultuous joy, I hear the mournful wail of millions! whose 

chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are, to-day, rendered more intolerable by the jubilee shouts that 

reach them. If I do forget, if I do not faithfully remember those bleeding children of sorrow this day, 

"may my right hand forget her cunning, and may my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth!" To 



 

forget them, to pass lightly over their wrongs, and to chime in with the popular theme, would be 

treason most scandalous and shocking, and would make me a reproach before God and the world. My 

subject, then fellow-citizens, is AMERICAN SLAVERY. I shall see, this day, and its popular 

characteristics, from the slave's point of view. Standing, there, identified with the American bondman, 

making his wrongs mine, I do not hesitate to declare, with all my soul, that the character and conduct 

of this nation never looked blacker to me than on this 4th of July! 

Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the professions of the present, the conduct of the 

nation seems equally hideous and revolting. America is false to the past, false to the present, and 

solemnly binds herself to be false to the future. Standing with God and the crushed and bleeding slave 

on this occasion, I will, in the name of humanity which is outraged, in the name of liberty which is 

fettered, in the name of the constitution and the Bible which are disregarded and trampled upon, dare 

to call in question and to denounce, with all the emphasis I can command, everything that serves to 

perpetuate slavery—the great sin and shame of America! "I will not equivocate; I will not excuse;" I 

will use the severest language I can command; and yet not one word shall escape me that any man, 

whose judgment is not blinded by prejudice, or who is not at heart a slaveholder, shall not confess to 

be right and just.   

But I fancy I hear some one of my audience say, it is just in this circumstance that you and your 

brother abolitionists fail to make a favorable impression on the public mind. Would you argue more, 

and denounce less, would you persuade more, and rebuke less, your cause would be much more likely 

to succeed. But, I submit, where all is plain there is nothing to be argued. What point in the anti-

slavery creed would you have me argue? On what branch of the subject do the people of this country 

need light? Must I undertake to prove that the slave is a man? That point is conceded already. Nobody 

doubts it. The slaveholders themselves acknowledge it in the enactment of laws for their government. 

They acknowledge it when they punish disobedience on the part of the slave. There are seventy-two 

crimes in the State of Virginia, which, if committed by a black man, (no matter how ignorant he be), 

subject him to the punishment of death; while only two of the same crimes will subject a white man to 

the like punishment. What is this but the acknowledgment that the slave is a moral, intellectual and 

responsible being? The manhood of the slave is conceded. It is admitted in the fact that Southern 

statute books are covered with enactments forbidding, under severe fines and penalties, the teaching 

of the slave to read or to write. 

When you can point to any such laws, in reference to the beasts of the field, then I may consent to 

argue the manhood of the slave. When the dogs in your streets, when the fowls of the air, when the 

cattle on your hills, when the fish of the sea, and the reptiles that crawl, shall be unable to distinguish 

the slave from a brute, then will I argue with you that the slave is a man!   

For the present, it is enough to affirm the equal manhood of the Negro race. Is it not astonishing that, 

while we are ploughing, planting and reaping, using all kinds of mechanical tools, erecting houses, 

constructing bridges, building ships, working in metals of brass, iron, copper, silver and gold; that, 

while we are reading, writing and cyphering, acting as clerks, merchants and secretaries, having 

among us lawyers, doctors, ministers, poets, authors, editors, orators and teachers; that, while we are 

engaged in all manner of enterprises common to other men, digging gold in California, capturing the 

whale in the Pacific, feeding sheep and cattle on the hill-side, living, moving, acting, thinking, 



 

planning, living in families as husbands, wives and children, and, above all, confessing and 

worshipping the Christian's God, and looking hopefully for life and immortality beyond the grave, we 

are called upon to prove that we are men!   

Would you have me argue that man is entitled to liberty? that he is the rightful owner of his own 

body? You have already declared it. Must I argue the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a question for 

Republicans? Is it to be settled by the rules of logic and argumentation, as a matter beset with great 

difficulty, involving a doubtful application of the principle of justice, hard to be understood? How 

should I look to-day, in the presence of Americans, dividing, and subdividing a discourse, to show 

that men have a natural right to freedom? speaking of it relatively, and positively, negatively, and 

affirmatively. To do so, would be to make myself ridiculous, and to offer an insult to your 

understanding. There is not a man beneath the canopy of heaven, that does not know that slavery is 

wrong for him. 

What, am I to argue that it is wrong to make men brutes, to rob them of their liberty, to work them 

without wages, to keep them ignorant of their relations to their fellow men, to beat them with sticks, 

to flay their flesh with the lash, to load their limbs with irons, to hunt them with dogs, to sell them at 

auction, to sunder their families, to knock out their teeth, to burn their flesh, to starve them into 

obedience and submission to their masters? Must I argue that a system thus marked with blood, and 

stained with pollution, is wrong? No! I will not. I have better employments for my time and strength 

than such arguments would imply. 

What, then, remains to be argued? Is it that slavery is not divine; that God did not establish it; that our 

doctors of divinity are mistaken? There is blasphemy in the thought. That which is inhuman, cannot 

be divine! Who can reason on such a proposition? They that can, may; I cannot. The time for such 

argument is past. 

At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. O! had I the ability, and 

could I reach the nation's ear, I would, to-day, pour out a fiery stream of biting ridicule, blasting 

reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the 

gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the 

nation must be quickened; the conscience of the nation must be roused; the propriety of the nation 

must be startled; the hypocrisy of the nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and man 

must be proclaimed and denounced.   

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all 

other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your 

celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling 

vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciations of tyrants, brass fronted 

impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your 

sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade, and solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, 

fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin veil to cover up crimes which would disgrace a 

nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices, more shocking and bloody, 

than are the people of these United States, at this very hour…   



 

Allow me to say, in conclusion, notwithstanding the dark picture I have this day presented of the state 

of the nation, I do not despair of this country. There are forces in operation, which must inevitably 

work the downfall of slavery… Nations do not now stand in the same relation to each other that they 

did ages ago. No nation can now shut itself up from the surrounding world, and trot round in the same 

old path of its fathers without interference. The time was when such could be done. Long established 

customs of hurtful character could formerly fence themselves in, and do their evil work with social 

impunity. Knowledge was then confined and enjoyed by the privileged few, and the multitude walked 

on in mental darkness. 

But a change has now come over the affairs of mankind. Walled cities and empires have become 

unfashionable. The arm of commerce has borne away the gates of the strong city. Intelligence is 

penetrating the darkest corners of the globe. It makes its pathway over and under the sea, as well as on 

the earth. Wind, steam, and lightning are its chartered agents. Oceans no longer divide, but link 

nations together. From Boston to London is now a holiday excursion. Space is comparatively 

annihilated. Thoughts expressed on one side of the Atlantic are, distinctly heard on the other… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix C 

Meet Opal Lee, the 94-year-old activist who marched for 

miles to make Juneteenth a federal holiday 

 

By Meryl Kornfield 

Washington Post  

Opal Lee, the 'Grandmother of Juneteenth,' marks the national recognition of the holiday - The Washington Post 

June 19, 2021 at 8:00 a.m. EDT 

 

Opal Lee speaks with President Biden on June 17 after he signed the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act. (Drew 

Angerer/Getty Images) 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/meryl-kornfield/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2021/06/19/juneteenth-opal-lee/


 

In 2016, civil rights leader Opal Lee, then 89, laced up her sneakers for the 1,400-mile trek from her 

home in Fort Worth to Washington, D.C., hoping to ask President Barack Obama to make Juneteenth a 

national holiday. 

But she wasn’t sure she would be let into the White House. 

“You could save me a lot of shoe leather and a lot of wear and tear on an old body by saying how soon 

you can see me,” she wrote to Obama. 

Despite the uncertainty, Lee began her march to the capital, gaining national attention in the effort to 

recognize June 19, 1865, when Union soldiers brought the news of freedom to enslaved Black people in 

Galveston, Tex. — 2½ years after the Emancipation Proclamation freed enslaved people in the Southern 

states. She made national headlines, earned a credit in the film “Miss Juneteenth” and gained more than 

1.6 million signatures on a petition to mark the holiday. 

However, it wasn’t until this week that Lee, called the “Grandmother of Juneteenth,” finally witnessed 

the moment she had worked and walked to achieve. On Thursday, President Biden signed legislation 

establishing a new federal holiday commemorating the end of slavery, with Lee, now 94, beside him. 

Juneteenth holiday marking the end of slavery becomes law after decades of inaction 

“You’re an incredible woman, Ms. Opal,” Biden told her at a ceremony in the White House. Along with 

Vice President Harris, Biden praised Lee’s efforts, kneeling next to her before joking she was 49. 

Biden spoke about Juneteenth 1939, when a mob of 500 white supremacists set fire to Lee’s childhood 

home. Lee, just 12, and her family fled. 

“Such hate never stopped her,” Biden said. 

“Over the course of decades, she’s made it her mission to see that this day came,” he continued. “It was 

almost a singular mission. She’s walked miles and miles, literally and figuratively, to bring attention to 

Juneteenth.” 

Growing up in Marshall, Tex., Lee said the day was treated like other holidays, with food, music and 

baseball games. 

“It was pure festival,” she told CNN. 

Lee merely wanted to share the holiday, widely recognized by the Black community in her state, with the 

rest of the country, she had said, as some states had not yet formally acknowledged the historic day. 

“I just thought if a little, old lady in tennis shoes was out there walking, somebody would take notice,” 

she told NPR at the time. 

Like a scene from the movie “Forrest Gump,” Lee was joined by others during her march, some carrying 

signs cheering her on. After friends worried for her health, Lee did not walk the full distance but rather 

traveled to cities that had invited her to join their Juneteenth celebrations. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/dc-juneteenth-federal-holiday/2021/06/18/c7e8757e-cfa8-11eb-a7f1-52b8870bef7c_story.html?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.opalswalk2dc.com/letter-to-president-obama
https://www.change.org/p/united-states-congress-make-juneteenth-a-national-holiday-in-2021?use_react=false
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/juneteenth-holiday-marking-the-end-of-slavery-becomes-law-after-decades-of-inaction/2021/06/17/b3d5dba4-cf89-11eb-a7f1-52b8870bef7c_story.html?itid=lk_inline_manual_9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/juneteenth-holiday-marking-the-end-of-slavery-becomes-law-after-decades-of-inaction/2021/06/17/b3d5dba4-cf89-11eb-a7f1-52b8870bef7c_story.html?itid=lk_inline_manual_9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/juneteenth-holiday-marking-the-end-of-slavery-becomes-law-after-decades-of-inaction/2021/06/17/b3d5dba4-cf89-11eb-a7f1-52b8870bef7c_story.html?itid=lk_interstitial_manual_10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HJW_J4o_1s
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/17/us/iyw-juneteenth-activist-opal-lee/index.html
https://www.npr.org/2017/01/08/508842227/one-womans-quest-to-make-juneteenth-a-national-holiday


 

“I went to Shreveport and Texarkana, Little Rock and Fort Smith, Denver and Colorado Springs,” she 

told Variety. “I went to Madison, Wis., Milwaukee, Atlanta, the Carolinas. I was all over the place.” 

At each spot, she strode 2½ miles in the morning and in the afternoon, paying homage to the 

emancipated enslaved people in Texas who didn’t know they were free for that many years. 

Celebrating the power of Juneteenth on the spot in Virginia where enslaved Africans arrived in 1619 

Every year on June 19, she continued to walk 2½ miles, raising awareness about what the day meant. 

After George Floyd was killed by Minneapolis police in May 2020, Lee saw a nation galvanized. The 

month after Floyd died, millions across the country marked the holiday, prompting Lee to believe that 

change could come. 

“We can’t let the swell of support just simply disappear until the summer rolls around again,” she wrote 

in the petition that was quickly gaining signatures. “We have (to) make sure Congress follows through 

with their commitment to honor the lives of those who came before us.” 

This week, Congress answered her call, as the House joined the Senate in overwhelmingly supporting the 

legislation Wednesday. 

Lee, watching on a laptop screen from her Fort Worth home, whooped, jiggled her legs and threw up her 

arms like a runner passing the finish line 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://variety.com/2021/politics/features/activist-opal-lee-juneteenth-holiday-1234998507/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/virginia-juneteenth-ceremony-fort-monroe/2021/06/18/6cef5034-cfad-11eb-8cd2-4e95230cfac2_story.html?itid=lk_interstitial_manual_26
https://dfw.cbslocal.com/2021/06/16/lifelong-efforts-fort-worth-opal-lee-juneteenth-federal-holiday/


 

        Appendix D  

Evidence to Support Claim  

Claim:____________________________________________________________ 

Source:  

C-Span Video Clip 

# ___ 

Evidence: 
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Source: 

What to the Slave 

is the Fourth of 

July?  

Evidence: 
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Source:  

“Meet Opal Lee..” 
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APPENDIX E- Assessment Writing Prompt 

Review your class notes from the articles and the videos. Then, select relevant and sufficient 

evidence to make and support a claim about one of the following questions: 

➢ How does understanding the history of Juneteenth teach us about both the progress and 

opposing forces that continue to threaten rights protected by the United States 

Constitution? 

➢ In what ways does understanding the history of Juneteenth confirm that there has always 

been a force to maintain racial hierarchy by pushing back against change? 

➢ Does the 2021 recognition of Juneteenth as holiday complete the promises of the 4th of 

July? 

Be sure to:   

• Clearly state an argument to support your claim about ONE of the three questions 

• Use at least three pieces of relevant and sufficient evidence from the videos and texts to 

support your response.   

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 
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  OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY   

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES   
   Grades 11-12: African American Emancipation Lesson   

BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES  

As you execute these lessons please remember:  

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity ∙ All Students Read ∙ All Students Write ∙ All Students Explain Their 
Thinking ∙ All Students Engage in Grade-Level Content ∙ Differentiation  

LESSON TITLE: Juneteenth  

 In this lesson, students will learn about the Juneteenth holiday celebrated on June 19th to commemorate the 
emancipation of enslaved Africans in the US. The holiday was first celebrated in Texas, where on that date in 
1865, in the aftermath of the Civil War, enslaved Africans were declared free under the terms of the 1862 
Emancipation Proclamation. Students will also critically analyze the speech ‘’What to the Slave is the Fourth of 
July?’’ by Frederick Douglas and make connections between the promises of freedom celebrated on the Fourth 
of July, how those promises relate to African Americans, and Juneteenth.  

LESSON OBJECTIVES  

 Students will be able to:  

● draw logical inferences from what is explicitly stated.  
● summarize a historical text in their own words.  
● review, synthesize, discuss, and explain their summaries of a historical text.  

  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  

● To what extent were the ideals of the Declaration of Independence real for African Americans before 

the Civil War?  

● What does Douglass mean when he says, “The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed 

in common”?  

● How does the historical background of the day, as a celebration of freedom for the slaves of Texas, 
compare to other important celebrations of freedom in the United States?  

NYS STANDARDS   

English Language Arts  

11-12 WHST 6- Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source by applying discipline-specific criteria used in the 
social sciences or sciences; and quote or paraphrase the data/accounts and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  

11-12L6- Acquire and accurately use general academic and content-specific words and phrases enough for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence 



 

in applying vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 
Social Studies  

12.G3 RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND DUTIES OF CITIZENSHIP: Active, engaged, and informed citizens are 
critical to the success of the United States representative democracy. United States citizens have certain rights, 
responsibilities, and duties, the fulfillment of which help to maintain the healthy functioning of the national, 
state, and local communities. 

 

VOCABULARY  
  

affirm: offer (someone) emotional support or encouragement.  

bequeathed: leave (a personal estate or one's body) to a person or other beneficiary by a will. 

blasphemy: the act or offense of speaking sacrilegiously about god or sacred things; profane 

talk.  

disparity: a great difference.  

embodied: be an expression of or give a tangible or visible form to (an idea, quality, or 

feeling).  

fetters: a restraint or check on someone's freedom to do something, typically one considered unfair or overly 

restrictive.  

Juneteenth: a holiday celebrated on 19 June to commemorate the emancipation of enslaved people in the US. 

The holiday was first celebrated in Texas, where on that date in 1865, in the aftermath of the Civil War, slaves 

were declared free under the terms of the 1862 Emancipation Proclamation. 

lament: a passionate expression of grief or sorrow.  

sacrilegious: involving or committing a sin.  

sunder: split apart.  

tumultuous: excited, confused, or disorderly. 

woe-smitten: the feeling of being struck with sorrow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TEXT AND RESOURCES   

 

LAUNCH (5 min)  

  

  
1. Show the short video about the observation of Juneteenth, Some Western NY Schools Celebrate 

Juneteenth With a Day Off (2:33)  
2. Ask students how they feel about having a day that celebrates and acknowledges African American 

history?  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text 1:  What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July ?   

Author:  Frederick Douglass (learningforjustice.org)  
  

Summary:   “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” is a speech by abolitionist  
Frederick Douglass. Douglass, who himself escaped enslavement years before,  
gave the speech on July 5, 1852, at an Independence Day celebration in  
Rochester, New York.  
          

Text 2:  Happy Juneteenth   

Author:  Monita K. Bell   
  

Summary:    The promise of absolute equality was not realized with  
emancipation and remains elusive; oppression lingers in many of  
our institutions. But Juneteenth was and still is worthy of  
celebration and remembrance.   

https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/happy-juneteenth  
  

Appendix A: What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?  
Appendix B: Critical Analysis Document  
Appendix C: Vocabulary Frayer Organizer  Frayer Model   
  

Video:  What to the Slave is 4th of July ? :  James Earl Jones Reads   

Frederick Douglass’s Historic Speec h (5:41)     
  

Video:   This Is Why Juneteenth Is Important for Americ a     (3:32)   
  

   
  

  

https://www.wkbw.com/rebound/state-of-education/some-western-new-york-schools-celebrate-juneteenth-with-day-off
https://www.wkbw.com/rebound/state-of-education/some-western-new-york-schools-celebrate-juneteenth-with-day-off
https://www.wkbw.com/rebound/state-of-education/some-western-new-york-schools-celebrate-juneteenth-with-day-off
https://www.wkbw.com/rebound/state-of-education/some-western-new-york-schools-celebrate-juneteenth-with-day-off
https://www.wkbw.com/rebound/state-of-education/some-western-new-york-schools-celebrate-juneteenth-with-day-off
https://www.wkbw.com/rebound/state-of-education/some-western-new-york-schools-celebrate-juneteenth-with-day-off
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/texts/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/texts/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/texts/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july
https://www.education.com/download/worksheet/172606/frayer-model.pdf
https://www.education.com/download/worksheet/172606/frayer-model.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iu6ntwHws5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iu6ntwHws5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iu6ntwHws5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iu6ntwHws5g
https://www.wkbw.com/rebound/state-of-education/some-western-new-york-schools-celebrate-juneteenth-with-day-off


 

PROCEDURAL STEPS (35 min)  
  

3. Tell the students that they will explore what Frederick Douglass said in a speech he delivered on 
July 5, 1852, to the Ladies of the Rochester Anti-Slavery Sewing Society in Rochester, New York. 
This address has come to be known as the “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” speech.   

4. Conduct a close read of the “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” speech.   
5. Hand out the Critical Analysis sheet (Appendix B). This contains a section from the speech. Ask the 

students to read it silently to themselves and answer What did the 4th of July mean to the 
enslaved?   

6. Display a copy of the Critical Analysis in a format large enough for all the students to see (a shared 
document on Schoology, or Whiteboard on Microsoft Teams). Make certain that students  

 

understand that the original text has been abridged for this lesson.  
7. Students will be able to begin writing their Critical Analysis (Appendix B).  
8. Conduct a close read with the students. This is done by having the students follow along silently while 

you begin reading aloud, modeling tone, inflection, and punctuation. Then ask the class to join in with 
reading aloud giving students an opportunity to practice, still serving as the model for the class. This 
technique will support struggling readers as well as the English As a New Language learners (ENL).  

9. Tell the students that they will be analyzing the text and learning how to conduct an in-depth analysis 
for themselves. The whole class will be going through this process together.  
  

CLOSURE (10 min)  

10. Instruct students to discuss vocabulary that they found confusing or difficult.   
11. Have students use Vocabulary Frayer Organizer (Appendix C) to make a note of these words and their 

meaning.  

• Get students’ creative juices flowing by having them write a short story, poem, or rap using the 
following writing prompt as a guideline: Why is it important that we celebrate Juneteenth 
today?  

• Ask students to practice using specific language and domain-specific vocabulary in their writing 

as well.  

12. Allow time for students to share out and collect students’ responses for review.  

 
 
 
 

DIFFERENTIATION  

 

● Pre-Teach Vocabulary  

● Excerpts from the article can be extracted to focus on specific areas.  

● Using audio when available with closed caption features.  
● Use pictures with color to accompany vocabulary.  
● Conduct scaffolded close reading with guiding and supplementary questions.  



 

 

● Provide students with sentence frames to support them as they discuss the text and begin their critical 
analysis.  

● Have the students complete a graphic organizer and questions before the Critical Analysis 

●  Support ENL’s by providing them with text in their home language, if possible.  
 

SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION  

Intentionally left blank, for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson 

  

  

  

  

  

                                       TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION platforms and resources t  

• Video: “What to the Slave is 4th of July?”: James Earl Jones Reads Frederick Douglass’s Historic Speech  
(5:41)  

  

Additional resource to use with students to promote a deeper understanding: • 
Video: This Is Why Juneteenth Is Important for America (3:32 

TEACHER REFLECTION  

Teacher Thoughts Prior to the Lesson 
Consider pre-reading information: 

 Teaching Juneteenth. 
“The history of Juneteenth acknowledges hard history while also empowering students to be advocates for 
change.”  Learning for Justice. 
Juneteenth: Teaching Outside the Textbook 
“Juneteenth — June 19th, also known as Emancipation Day — is one of the commemorations of people seizing 
their freedom in the United States. This beautiful tradition of Black freedom needs to be taught in school.”  
Zinn Education Project 

Teacher Reflection Following the Lesson  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iu6ntwHws5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iu6ntwHws5g
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/teaching-juneteenth
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/juneteenth-2021/


 

Appendix A: What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? 

What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? 

“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” is a speech by abolitionist Frederick Douglass. 

Douglass, who himself escaped enslavement years before, gave the speech on July 5, 1852 

at an Independence Day celebration in Rochester, New York. 

AUTHOR 

  

FREDERICK DOUGLASS 

 

 ...Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I called upon to speak here to-day? What 

have I, or those I represent, to do with your national independence? Are the great principles of 

political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, extended to 

us? and am I, therefore, called upon to bring our humble offering to the national altar, and to 

confess the benefits and express devout gratitude for the blessings resulting from your 

independence to us?   

Would to God, both for your sakes and ours, that an affirmative answer could be truthfully returned to 

these questions! … 

But such is not the state of the case. I say it with a sad sense of the disparity between us. I am not 

included within the pale of this glorious anniversary! Your high independence only reveals the 

immeasurable distance between us. The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed in 

common. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and independence, bequeathed by your 

fathers, is shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that brought light and healing to you, has brought 

stripes and death to me. This Fourth [of] July is yours, not mine. 

You may rejoice, I must mourn.  To drag a man in fetters into the grand illuminated temple of liberty, 

and call upon him to join you in joyous anthems, were inhuman mockery and sacrilegious irony. Do 

you mean, citizens, to mock me, by asking me to speak to-day? If so, there is a parallel to your 

conduct. And let me warn you that it is dangerous to copy the example of a nation whose crimes, 

towering up to heaven, were thrown down by the breath of the Almighty, burying that nation in 

irrevocable ruin! I can to-day take up the plaintive lament of a peeled and woe-smitten people!...   

Fellow-citizens; above your national, tumultuous joy, I hear the mournful wail of millions! whose 

chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are, to-day, rendered more intolerable by the jubilee shouts that 

reach them. If I do forget, if I do not faithfully remember those bleeding children of sorrow this day, 

"may my right hand forget her cunning, and may my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth!" To 

forget them, to pass lightly over their wrongs, and to chime in with the popular theme, would be 



 

treason most scandalous and shocking, and would make me a reproach before God and the world. My 

subject, then fellow-citizens, is AMERICAN SLAVERY. I shall see, this day, and its popular 

characteristics, from the slave's point of view. Standing, there, identified with the American bondman, 

making his wrongs mine, I do not hesitate to declare, with all my soul, that the character and conduct 

of this nation never looked blacker to me than on this 4th of July! 

Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the professions of the present, the conduct of the 

nation seems equally hideous and revolting. America is false to the past, false to the present, and 

solemnly binds herself to be false to the future. Standing with God and the crushed and bleeding slave 

on this occasion, I will, in the name of humanity which is outraged, in the name of liberty which is 

fettered, in the name of the constitution and the Bible which are disregarded and trampled upon, dare 

to call in question and to denounce, with all the emphasis I can command, everything that serves to 

perpetuate slavery—the great sin and shame of America! "I will not equivocate; I will not excuse;" I 

will use the severest language I can command; and yet not one word shall escape me that any man, 

whose judgment is not blinded by prejudice, or who is not at heart a slaveholder, shall not confess to 

be right and just.   

But I fancy I hear some one of my audience say, it is just in this circumstance that you and your 

brother abolitionists fail to make a favorable impression on the public mind. Would you argue more, 

and denounce less, would you persuade more, and rebuke less, your cause would be much more likely 

to succeed. But, I submit, where all is plain there is nothing to be argued. What point in the anti-

slavery creed would you have me argue? On what branch of the subject do the people of this country 

need light? Must I undertake to prove that the slave is a man? That point is conceded already. Nobody 

doubts it. The slaveholders themselves acknowledge it in the enactment of laws for their government. 

They acknowledge it when they punish disobedience on the part of the slave. There are seventy-two 

crimes in the State of Virginia, which, if committed by a black man, (no matter how ignorant he be), 

subject him to the punishment of death; while only two of the same crimes will subject a white man to 

the like punishment. What is this but the acknowledgment that the slave is a moral, intellectual and 

responsible being? The manhood of the slave is conceded. It is admitted in the fact that Southern 

statute books are covered with enactments forbidding, under severe fines and penalties, the teaching 

of the slave to read or to write. 

When you can point to any such laws, in reference to the beasts of the field, then I may consent to 

argue the manhood of the slave. When the dogs in your streets, when the fowls of the air, when the 

cattle on your hills, when the fish of the sea, and the reptiles that crawl, shall be unable to distinguish 

the slave from a brute, then will I argue with you that the slave is a man!   

For the present, it is enough to affirm the equal manhood of the Negro race. Is it not astonishing that, 

while we are ploughing, planting and reaping, using all kinds of mechanical tools, erecting houses, 

constructing bridges, building ships, working in metals of brass, iron, copper, silver and gold; that, 

while we are reading, writing and cyphering, acting as clerks, merchants and secretaries, having 

among us lawyers, doctors, ministers, poets, authors, editors, orators and teachers; that, while we are 

engaged in all manner of enterprises common to other men, digging gold in California, capturing the 

whale in the Pacific, feeding sheep and cattle on the hill-side, living, moving, acting, thinking, 

planning, living in families as husbands, wives and children, and, above all, confessing and 



 

worshipping the Christian's God, and looking hopefully for life and immortality beyond the grave, we 

are called upon to prove that we are men!   

Would you have me argue that man is entitled to liberty? that he is the rightful owner of his own 

body? You have already declared it. Must I argue the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a question for 

Republicans? Is it to be settled by the rules of logic and argumentation, as a matter beset with great 

difficulty, involving a doubtful application of the principle of justice, hard to be understood? How 

should I look to-day, in the presence of Americans, dividing, and subdividing a discourse, to show 

that men have a natural right to freedom? speaking of it relatively, and positively, negatively, and 

affirmatively. To do so, would be to make myself ridiculous, and to offer an insult to your 

understanding. There is not a man beneath the canopy of heaven, that does not know that slavery is 

wrong for him. 

What, am I to argue that it is wrong to make men brutes, to rob them of their liberty, to work them 

without wages, to keep them ignorant of their relations to their fellow men, to beat them with sticks, 

to flay their flesh with the lash, to load their limbs with irons, to hunt them with dogs, to sell them at 

auction, to sunder their families, to knock out their teeth, to burn their flesh, to starve them into 

obedience and submission to their masters? Must I argue that a system thus marked with blood, and 

stained with pollution, is wrong? No! I will not. I have better employments for my time and strength 

than such arguments would imply. 

What, then, remains to be argued? Is it that slavery is not divine; that God did not establish it; that our 

doctors of divinity are mistaken? There is blasphemy in the thought. That which is inhuman, cannot 

be divine! Who can reason on such a proposition? They that can, may; I cannot. The time for such 

argument is past. 

At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. O! had I the ability, and 

could I reach the nation's ear, I would, to-day, pour out a fiery stream of biting ridicule, blasting 

reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the 

gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the 

nation must be quickened; the conscience of the nation must be roused; the propriety of the nation 

must be startled; the hypocrisy of the nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and man 

must be proclaimed and denounced.   

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all 

other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your 

celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling 

vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciations of tyrants, brass fronted 

impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your 

sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade, and solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, 

fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin veil to cover up crimes which would disgrace a 

nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices, more shocking and bloody, 

than are the people of these United States, at this very hour…   



 

Allow me to say, in conclusion, notwithstanding the dark picture I have this day presented of the state 

of the nation, I do not despair of this country. There are forces in operation, which must inevitably 

work the downfall of slavery… Nations do not now stand in the same relation to each other that they 

did ages ago. No nation can now shut itself up from the surrounding world, and trot round in the same 

old path of its fathers without interference. The time was when such could be done. Long established 

customs of hurtful character could formerly fence themselves in, and do their evil work with social 

impunity. Knowledge was then confined and enjoyed by the privileged few, and the multitude walked 

on in mental darkness. 

But a change has now come over the affairs of mankind. Walled cities and empires have become 

unfashionable. The arm of commerce has borne away the gates of the strong city. Intelligence is 

penetrating the darkest corners of the globe. It makes its pathway over and under the sea, as well as on 

the earth. Wind, steam, and lightning are its chartered agents. Oceans no longer divide, but link 

nations together. From Boston to London is now a holiday excursion. Space is comparatively 

annihilated. Thoughts expressed on one side of the Atlantic are, distinctly heard on the other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

     Appendix B: Critical Analysis Document  

     Name:  

Date:  

  

Directions: Based on your close reading of the text and the excerpt below, answer the following question: 

What did the 4th of July mean to the enslaved?   

  

“What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all other 

days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is 

a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of 

rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciations of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; your shouts of 

liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your 

religious parade, and solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin 

veil to cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of 

practices, more shocking and bloody, than are the people of these United States, at this very hour… “ 

  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Appendix C: Frayer Model 

 


