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OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY 

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES  
Emancipation Curriculum 
Grades 3-4 
Duration: One, 45-minute lesson 

 
BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES 

As you execute these lessons please remember: 

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity ∙ All Students Read ∙ All Students Write ∙ All Students Explain Their Thinking ∙ 
All Students Engage in Grade-Level Content ∙ Differentiation 

LESSON TITLE: Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson 
 
SUMMARY: In this lesson, students will first learn about the United States Supreme Court and the US Supreme 
Court Justices. They will then be introduced to Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson who was nominated by President 
Joe Biden and newly appointed as a Supreme Court Justice. Students will explore the diversity, or lack of 
diversity, of the most recent makeup of the US Supreme Court and why the supreme court justice confirmation 
of Ketanji Brown Jackson is a monumental moment in US history. 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to: 

● understand what the US Supreme Court is and its impact. 
● describe the diversity or lack of diversity on the US Supreme Court. 
● explain why the US Supreme Court Justice confirmation of Ketanji Brown Jackson is a monumental 

moment in US history. 
● discuss and write about why it is important to have a diverse representation of justices on the US 

Supreme Court. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• Why is it important to have a diverse representation of justices on the US Supreme Court? 

• Why is the US Supreme Court Justice confirmation of Ketanji Brown Jackson a monumental moment in 
US history? 

• How do decisions made by the US Supreme Court impact us, as individual citizens? 

NYS STANDARDS 

NYS ELA 

• 3.R.1: Develop and answer questions to locate relevant and specific details in a text to support an answer 
or inference. 

• 3.R.5: In informational texts, identify and use text features to build comprehension. 

• 3.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to explore a topic and convey ideas and information relevant 
to the subject. 

• 4.R.1: Locate and refer to relevant details and evidence when explaining what a text says 
explicitly/implicitly and make logical inferences. 

• 4.R.5: In informational texts, identify the overall structure using terms such as sequence, comparison, 
cause/effect, and problem/solution. 

• 3.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to explore a topic and convey ideas and information relevant 
to the subject. 

NYS Social Studies 



• 3.7: Governments in communities and countries around the world have the authority to make and the 
power to enforce laws. The role of the citizen within these communities or countries varies across 
different types of governments. 

• 4.4: There are different levels of government within the United States and New York State. The purpose 
of government is to protect the rights of citizens and to promote the common good. The government of 
New York State establishes rights, freedoms, and responsibilities for its citizens. 

VOCABULARY 
● confirm: to officially approve of someone for a job 
● diversity: having a range of people with various racial, ethnic, cultural backgrounds; having a variety of 

individuals and points of view represented 
● judge: a public official having authority to decide questions brought before a court 
● justice: a judge; especially a judge of the supreme court 
● nominee: a person nominated (chosen to be a candidate) for an office, duty, or position 
● Supreme Court: the highest court in a country or state; Supreme Court decisions can change decisions 

made by lower courts 

TEXT 
Appendix A – Reading #1 
Fast Fact: Supreme Court 
By: News For Kids Editors 
https://newsforkids.net/fastfacts/supreme-court/#:~:text=A%20supreme%20court%20is%20usually,powerful%20court%20in%20the%20country 

 
Appendix B – Reading #2 
Biden Chooses Ketanji Brown Jackson for Supreme Court 
By: News For Kids Editors 
https://newsforkids.net/articles/2022/02/28/biden-chooses-ketanji-brown-jackson-for-supreme-court/ 

 
Appendix C – Supreme Court Justices Photo – October 27, 2020 
 
Appendix D – Exit Ticket 
 
Resource: US Supreme Court Website https://www.supremecourt.gov 

LAUNCH (20 minutes) 
1. Launch the lesson by providing students with background knowledge on the United States Supreme 

Court. 

• Conduct a read aloud of the text, Fast Fact: Supreme Court (Appendix A). 

• Chart students’ key learnings about the Supreme Court (found in the text). 
▪ On the chart, include and review the following terms and their definitions: Supreme Court, 

judge, justice. 
2. Ask students: 

• Why is the Supreme Court important in our country? 

• How do decisions made by the supreme court justices impact us, as individual citizens? 
3. Show students a picture of the current Supreme Court justices – taken on October 27, 2020 (Appendix C). 

• Ask students, “What do you notice about this photo?” Have students turn-and-talk with a partner. 

• Facilitate a brief share out. 
4. Review the vocabulary term diversity, and then discuss diversity / lack of diversity in the makeup of the 

Supreme Court. 

https://newsforkids.net/fastfacts/supreme-court/#:~:text=A%20supreme%20court%20is%20usually,powerful%20court%20in%20the%20country
https://newsforkids.net/articles/2022/02/28/biden-chooses-ketanji-brown-jackson-for-supreme-court/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/
https://newsforkids.net/fastfacts/supreme-court/#:~:text=A%20supreme%20court%20is%20usually,powerful%20court%20in%20the%20country.


PROCEDURAL STEPS (20 minutes) 
5. Introduce the reading by showing students the picture of Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson (from the reading 

– Appendix B) and telling students they will be learning about President Joe Biden’s nominee for 
Supreme Court Justice. 

6. Read the text from Appendix B, Biden Chooses Ketanji Brown Jackson for Supreme Court. Inform 
students that on April 7, 2022, the senate voted to confirm Ketanji Brown Jackson as a US Supreme Court 
Justice. 

7. After reading the text, discuss the following post-reading questions. As a support for students, you may 
chunk the text as you ask the corresponding questions. 

• What have you learned about Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson? 

• What experience does she have that makes her a good candidate for the job of US Supreme Court 
Justice? 

• Why would a US Supreme Court Justice confirmation of Ketanji Brown Jackson be a monumental 
moment in US history? 

• What is the meaning of the text: “Mr. Biden said he wanted to make the Supreme Court look ‘like 
America’? 

• Why is it important to have a diverse representation of justices on the US Supreme Court? 

CLOSURE (5 minutes) 
8. Students complete an exit ticket (Appendix D) to respond to the question: Why is it important to have a 

diverse representation of justices on the US Supreme Court? 
9. Allow time for students to share with the class. 

DIFFERENTIATION 
How will you ensure all students can access the content in this lesson? 
What will the integrated ENL teacher be doing to support instruction? 

● Use pictures to accompany vocabulary. 
● Think-pair-share and thumbs up/thumbs down may be used to support students with oral discussions. 
● Chunk the text. 
● Differentiate writing requirements according to student’s grade level and ability (for example: 3-5 

sentences, a paragraph) 

SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION 
How will you incorporate Specially Designed Instruction strategies? 

(Intentionally left blank—for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson.) 

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION 
 

 
Resource: US Supreme Court Website https://www.supremecourt.gov 

https://newsforkids.net/articles/2022/02/28/biden-chooses-ketanji-brown-jackson-for-supreme-court/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/


TEACHER REFLECTION 
Teacher Thoughts Prior to the Lesson 

Teacher Reflection Following the Lesson 

 

 

 

  



Appendix A: 

Fast Fact: Supreme Court 
By: News For Kids Editors 

A supreme court is usually the highest court in a country. This court can make decisions about laws and can often 
change decisions made by other courts. This means that it is usually also the most powerful court in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United States Supreme Court Building 

(Source: Joe Ravi, from Wikimedia Commons.) 

The Supreme Court of the United States can make final decisions about laws that affect all of the US. The US 
Supreme Court has nine members, called “justices”. These justices are chosen by the president and the US Senate 
must agree with the choice. Once the justices are chosen, they keep their jobs for the rest of their lives, or until they 
decide to quit. 

The US Supreme Court is at the top of the judicial branch of the US government. It has great power to decide which 
laws are okay and which are not. The justices must use the rules of the country – the US constitution – as their 
guide. 

 

Seal of the Supreme Court of the United States 

(Source: OptimagerVector/Ipankonin, via Wikimedia Commons.) 

In the past, the US Supreme Court has made decisions that many people disagreed about. These decisions changed 
the history of the country. For example, the court has made decisions about how people are treated, who can get 
married, and even how to define what a “person” is. 

  

https://newsforkids.net/fastfacts/supreme-court/Jovianeye
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Panorama_of_United_States_Supreme_Court_Building_at_Dusk.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Seal_of_the_United_States_Supreme_Court.svg


Appendix B: 

Biden Chooses Ketanji Brown Jackson for Supreme Court 
By: News For Kids Editors 

February 28, 2022 

On Friday, United States President Joe Biden chose Ketanji Brown Jackson to be the next new justice on the US Supreme 
Court. If Judge Jackson is approved by the Senate, she will become the first Black woman to serve as a US Supreme Court 
justice. 

Mr. Biden was given a chance to choose a new justice when Justice Stephen Breyer announced in late January that he 
would be stepping down. Justice Breyer, who’s 83, has served on the Supreme Court for nearly 28 years. He said he plans 
to step down this summer when the Supreme Court session ends, as long as a new justice has been approved. 

 

On Friday, United States President Joe Biden chose Ketanji Brown Jackson to be the next 

new justice on the US Supreme Court. If Judge Jackson is approved by the Senate, she will 

become the first Black woman to serve as a US Supreme Court justice. 

(Source: White House [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons.) 

 

 

US Supreme Court 

The Supreme Court is the highest court in the US. It has nine judges, called “justices” who decide which laws are okay and 

which ones are not. Choosing Supreme Court justices is one of the great powers of the president, but the Senate must 

approve a president’s choice. Justices normally serve until they die or choose to step down. 

The Justices’ decisions affect lots of people. Justices who make decisions that Republicans often like are called 

“conservative”. Justices who make decisions that Democrats often like are called “liberal”. Justices who are in the middle 

are called “moderate”. 

Judge Jackson, who’s 51, got her law degree from Harvard University. After Harvard, she worked for Justice Breyer for a 
while. Judge Jackson has a lot of experience with the law, and has spent time working in many different positions. 

She worked as a private lawyer for several years before being hired by the US government to defend people. After that, 
she spent seven years as a US district judge in Washington, DC. She is currently a judge on the DC Circuit Court of 
Appeals, which is the second most important court in the country. 

 

Judge Jackson, who’s 51, got her law degree from Harvard University. After Harvard, she 

worked for Justice Breyer for a while. The two are shown together. Judge Jackson is currently 

serving on the second most important court in the country. 

(Source: Screenshot, White House, via Twitter.) 

 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:President_Biden_nominated_Judge_Ketanji_Brown_Jackson_to_the_Supreme_Court.jpg
https://twitter.com/POTUS/status/1497260540707713024


Choosing a new Supreme Court justice is a big deal for many reasons. Governments can change quickly because there are 

always more elections. But justices stay on the Supreme Court for a long time. The average is 16 years – twice as long as a 

person can be president. 

When Mr. Biden ran for president, he promised that, if he had the chance, he would nominate a Black woman for the 
Supreme Court. Mr. Biden said he wanted to make the Supreme Court look “like America”. The US has had 115 Supreme 
Court justices in all; 108 of them have been white men. (The seven Supreme Court justices who were not white men 
include two Black men and five women.) 

Judge Jackson is seen as a “liberal” judge, with views similar to those of Justice Breyer. That means Mr. Biden’s choice 
won’t change the balance of the Supreme Court. Republicans have chosen six of the current Supreme Court justices. 
Democrats have only chosen three. But, if she’s confirmed, Judge Jackson is likely to remain on the court for a long time 
and have a strong impact. 

 

Judge Jackson is seen as a “liberal” judge, with views similar to those of Justice Breyer. That 

means Mr. Biden’s choice won’t change the balance of the Supreme Court. But, if she’s 

confirmed, Judge Jackson could remain on the court for a long time and have a strong impact. 

(Source: H2rty [CC BY-SA 4.0], via Wikimedia Commons.) 

 

 

To join the Supreme Court, Judge Jackson must still be approved by the US Senate. Mr. Biden would like to get some 

Republicans to support Judge Jackson. 

That may be possible. Three Republicans voted to confirm her last year for her current position. But if needed, Democrats 
should have just enough votes to confirm Judge Jackson, even without any help from Republicans. 

Judge Jackson is expected to begin talking with senators this week. The process of confirming her for the Supreme Court 
could take a month. 

 

 

Judge Jackson must still be approved by the US Senate. Mr. Biden would like to get some 
Republicans to support her. Judge Jackson is expected to begin talking with senators this 
week. Judge Jackson talking to senators before being approved for her current job. 

 

Some Republicans have criticized Mr. Biden for only choosing from among Black women. But other presidents have made 
similar promises. Two Republican presidents – Ronald Reagan and Donald Trump – promised to choose women when 
they had the chance to fill a Supreme Court seat. 

  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ketanji_Brown_Jackson_(robe_photo).jpg


Appendix C: 

 

 

The Supreme Court – October 27, 2020 

 

Front row, left to right: 

Associate Justice Samuel A. Alito, Jr., Associate Justice Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr., 

Associate Justice Stephen G. Breyer, and Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor. 

 

Back row, left to right: 

Associate Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, Associate Justice Elena Kagan, Associate Justice Neil M. Gorsuch, 

and Associate Justice Amy Coney Barrett. 

 

Credit: Fred Schilling, Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States 

  



Appendix D: 

 

Exit Ticket 
 

Name: ____________________________________  Date: _______________ 
 
 

Why is it important to have a diverse representation of justices on the US Supreme Court? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exit Ticket 
 

Name: ____________________________________  Date: _______________ 
 
 

Why is it important to have a diverse representation of justices on the US Supreme Court? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY 

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES  
Emancipation Curriculum 
Grades 5-6 
Duration: Two, 45-minute lessons 

BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES 
As you execute these lessons please remember: 

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity – All Students Read – All Students Write – 
 All Students Explain Their Thinking – All Students Engage in Grade-Level Content - Differentiation 

LESSON TITLE:  How Does a Person Persevere? 

 
SUMMARY: In this lesson, the students will learn about perseverance.  The students will have the opportunity to 
read and discuss Ketanji Brown Jackson and her nomination to be on the U.S. Supreme Court.  The students will 
learn about Anthony Ray Hinton by watching a video about his life and persevering.  Lastly, the students will 
reflect on both individual ways of persevering and how they will persevere during their academic school year. 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to: 

• discuss the purpose of having a U.S. Supreme Court and Ketanji Brown Jackson’s nomination. 

• define perseverance from reading an article and watching two videos. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
• What is perseverance? 

• How has Ketanji Brown Jackson’s story of becoming a nominated U.S. Supreme Court Judge shown 
perseverance in her life? 

• Who is Anthony Ray Hinton? 

NYS STANDARDS 
NYS Next Generation ELA Standards: 

• Reading Anchor Standards  
o Key ideas and Details – Standard 2 (5R2 & 6R2) 
o Craft & Structure – Standard 6 (5R6 & 6R6) 

• Language Anchor Standard 
o Knowledge of Language – Standard 3 (5L3 & 6L3) 
o Vocabulary Acquisition and Use – Standard 4 (5L4c & 6L4c) 

 
NYS Social Studies framework: 
Gathering, Interpreting, and Using Evidence: 

• 5th - Identify evidence and explain content, authorship, purpose, and format; identify bias; explain the 
role of bias and potential audience, with teacher support. 

• 6th - Identify evidence and explain content, authorship, point of view, purpose, and format; identify bias; 
explain the role of bias and potential audience. 

 
 
 



Civic Participation: 

• 5th - Identify opportunities for and the role of the individual in social and political participation at various 
times and in various locations in the Western Hemisphere outside the United States. 

• 5th - Describe the roles of people in power in the Western Hemisphere, both historically and currently. 
Identify ways that current figures can influence people’s rights and freedom. 

• 6th - Identify and describe opportunities for and the roles of the individual in social and political 
participation at various times and in various locations in the Western Hemisphere. 

• 6th - Describe the roles of people in power in the Eastern Hemisphere, both historically and currently. 
Identify ways that current figures can influence people’s rights and freedom. 

VOCABULARY 
• judicial (branch of government): a branch of the government (there are three total) that decides the 

constitutionality of federal laws and resolves other disputes about federal laws 

• justice (positional): to uphold the justice of the law (cause or rightfulness) 

• conservatives: people who are averse to change and want to keep things traditional 

• liberals: individuals who are supporters of policies and laws that show growth or change towards socially 
progressive ideals and who promotes social welfare 

• Supreme Court: the highest federal judicial court in any country or state 

TEXT AND RESOURCES 
Appendix A: “Biden nominates Ketanji Brown Jackson, first Black woman, to U.S. Supreme Court” by Associated 
Press, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.13.22 
 
Appendix B: Social-Emotional Learning Opening Activity 
 
Appendix C: T-Chart for Closure 
 
Video 1: “Anthony Ray Hinton: Claiming My Life Back” (5:19 minutes) 
 
Video 2: “Persevere” (4:17 minutes)  

LAUNCH (5 min) 
1. The teacher will ask the students to answer the following prompt, “What does perseverance mean to 

you?” The teacher will ask for three volunteers to share their answers. 
 

2. The teacher will share with the class that today’s lesson will focus on Ketanji Brown Jackson.  The teacher 
will continue to share how Ketanji Brown Jackson persevered and became the first Black woman to be 
appointed to the United States Supreme Court. 

PROCEDURAL STEPS (34 min) 
3. Social-Emotional Learning Opening Activity (Attachment B) (3 minutes) 

• Before beginning the lesson – complete a ‘Fist of 5’ check-in.  Visual reference included in the 
appendix. 

• Have students get his/her fist ready and hold up several fingers as it pertains to them after the 
count of 3.  Pay careful attention as to what number of fingers students choose to display - follow 
up as necessary utilizing members of SST if further assistance is needed. 

▪ 1-Not doing great. May need some support or kindness today. 
▪ 2-Struggling a bit. Could use some extra smiles. 
▪ 3-Doing OK 
▪ 4-Doing pretty good right now. 

https://newsela.com/read/biden-nominates-ketanji-brown-jackson/id/2001027918/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQNPASeSz3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6gUP3XxbjA


▪ 5-Doing great! 
 

4. Building Background (6 minutes) 

• The teacher will review the vocabulary words/terms found in the reading. 

• The students will engage in a whole class discussion about what the Supreme Court is its purpose. 

• Note: Make sure to include the following talking points: 
▪ Examples of cases handled in the Supreme Court, such as Brown vs. Wade (1954) and the 

case of Anthony Ray Hinton (2014). 
▪ The Supreme Court’s purpose, which is to serve as a final arbiter of the law and ensure the 

American people the promise of equal justice under the law. 
 

5. What do I see, what do I notice, and what do I wonder? Activity (10 minutes) 

• The teacher will ask the students to obtain a sheet of paper and create three columns.  Each 
column name would be as stated: 

▪ Column 1 – What do I see?  
▪ Column 2 – What do I notice? 
▪ Column 3 – What do I wonder? 

• The teacher will explain to the students that they will see a video about a Black man “Anthony Ray 
Hinton: Claiming My Life Back” and his journey.  After watching the video, they will complete the 
sheet. 

 
6. News ELA Article “Biden nominates Ketanji Brown Jackson, first Black woman, to U.S. Supreme Court” 

(15 minutes) 

• The teacher will provide a copy of the article to the students to read independently.  The students 
will be asked to take anecdotal notes on the margin that follows the RADD (restate, answer, 
detail, and detail) strategy. 

• Once the independent reading is completed, ask for five volunteers to share (please make sure to 
include lower-level reading students). 

 

CLOSURE (6 min) 
7. “Persevere”  

• The teacher will close the lesson with showing the video.   

• The teacher will go back to the students launch prompt, “What does perseverance mean to you?” 
and provide the students with the definition of perseverance (persisting in doing something 
despite difficulty or delay). 

• The students will be asked to answer the following prompts on the given T-chart (Appendix C)  
▪ Left side of T-Chart: In what ways did Ketanji Brown Jackson show perseverance based on 

the article read or video watched? 
▪ Right side of T-Chart: In what ways did Anthony Ray Hinton show perseverance in the 

video watched? 

• On the back of the T-Chart, ask the students to answer the following question: In what ways will 
you persevere to complete your school year successfully? 

 
8. Homework 

• The students are to go home and have a conversation with an adult in their family to ask how 
they have ‘persevered’ in their life. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQNPASeSz3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQNPASeSz3Q
https://newsela.com/read/biden-nominates-ketanji-brown-jackson/id/2001027918/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6gUP3XxbjA


DIFFERENTIATION 
• For the lower-level readers identified from previous data, during the independent reading allow the 

students to underline statements with the highlighter that will answer the 5w’s: 
o Who is this article about? 
o What is this article about? 
o When is this article taking place or when did the events take place? 
o Where is this event taking place? 
o Why is this event taking place? 

SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION 
How will you incorporate Specifically Designed Instruction strategies? 

(Intentionally left blank, for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson) 

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION 
Virtual Setting: 

• The teacher will virtually show the appendices, video, and articles to be read. 

• The teacher will upload the article into the Schoology account for the class. 

• The teacher will create two rooms for independent reading (lower-level readers & regular readers). 

• The teacher will accept volunteer answers verbally but ask the class to write on the chat their thoughts 
and answers for the launch prompt. 

• The ‘What do I see, What do I notice, and What do I wonder?’ activity will be uploaded in Schoology. 

• The closure document will be created in Schoology. 

TEACHER REFLECTION 

Teacher thoughts prior to the lesson 

Teacher thoughts following the lesson 

  



Appendix A: “Biden nominates Ketanji Brown Jackson, first Black woman, to U.S. Supreme Court” by Associated 
Press, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.13.22 
 
Biden nominates Ketanji Brown Jackson, first Black woman, to U.S. Supreme Court 

 

 
 

President Joe Biden has nominated federal appeals court Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. She is the first Black woman selected to serve on the court. For almost 200 years, the court was made up 
entirely of white men. 

Biden can nominate a candidate to be a justice on the Supreme Court. The Senate then votes on his pick. If a 
majority of senators vote in favor of Jackson, she will be confirmed. 

During his presidential campaign, Biden had promised to appoint a Black woman to the position. His goal is to 
further diversify the Supreme Court. 

Jackson is an attorney and she would be the high court's first former public defender. She also possesses the 
elite legal background of other justices. 

Jackson would be just the third Black justice in history. She would be the current court's second Black justice, 
Justice Clarence Thomas, a conservative, is also Black. 

Jackson also would be only the sixth woman to serve on the court. Her confirmation would mean that for the 
first time, four women would be on the nine-member court. 

The current court includes three women, one of whom is the court's first Latina, Justice Sonia Sotomayor. 

Jackson Won't Tip The Court's Balance 

Biden is filling the seat that Justice Stephen Breyer, who is 83 years old, is giving up. Breyer is retiring at the end 
of the term this summer. 

Early in her legal career, Jackson, who is 51 years old, worked as one of Breyer's law clerks. She became a federal 
judge in 2013. Her nomination must be confirmed by the Senate, where Democrats hold the majority by a very 
slim margin. 

https://newsela.com/read/biden-nominates-ketanji-brown-jackson/id/2001027918/


The Court currently leans in favor of conservatives. There are six conservative justices and three liberal justices. 
The next justice will replace one of the more liberal justices, so she would not tip the balance of the court. 
 

 
 

Biden's selection of Jackson comes two years after he first pledged to nominate a Black woman to the high court 
in the case of a vacancy. 

"Everyone should be represented," Biden said. "We talked about the Supreme Court — I'm looking forward to 
making sure there's a Black woman on the Supreme Court to make sure we in fact get everyone represented." 

Senators have set a goal to make a decision about Jackson's confirmation by April 8. Hearings, during which 
senators will ask Jackson questions, could start as soon as mid-March. 

Biden and Senate Democrats are hoping to get votes in favor of confirmation from at least some Republicans. 

Jackson Takes Long Road To The Bench 

Jackson was on President Biden's list as a possible nominee even before Breyer retired. Biden and his team spent 
weeks going over her records, interviewing her friends and family and looking into her background. 

Biden has said he was interested in selecting someone like Breyer. Although Breyer's votes were mostly liberal, 
he always kept an open mind. He frequently saw the gray in situations that other justices were more likely to 
find black or white. 

"With her exceptional qualifications and record of evenhandedness, Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson will be a 
Justice who will who will uphold the Constitution and protect the rights of all Americans," said Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer. "The historic nomination of Judge Jackson is an important step toward ensuring the 
Supreme Court reflects the nation as a whole." 

Jackson serves on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, a position that Biden elevated 
her to in 2021 from her previous job as a federal trial court judge. When Jackson was confirmed to that job, she 
won the support of three Republican Senators: Graham, Maine's Susan Collins and Alaska's Lisa Murkowski. 



First Name Honors African Ancestry 

Jackson was born in Washington, D.C., and grew up in Miami, Florida. She has said that her parents, Johnny and 
Ellery Brown, chose her name to express their pride in her family's African ancestry. They picked Ketanji Onyika, 
which they were told meant "lovely one." 

Jackson traces her interest in the law to when she was in preschool and her father was in law school and they 
would sit together at the dining room table, she with coloring books and he with law books. Her father became a 
lawyer for the county school board and her mom was a high school principal. 
 

  



Appendix B: Social-Emotional Learning Opening Activity 
 
 

 
 

Fist of Five 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Not doing great. May need some support or kindness today. 
 

 Struggling a bit. Could use some extra smiles. 
 

 Doing OK 
 

  Doing pretty good right now. 
 

 Doing Great! 
 
 

 
  



Appendix C: 

 

  



OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY 

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES  
Emancipation Curriculum 
Grades 7-8 
Duration: One, 45-minute lesson 

BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES 

As you execute these lessons please remember: 

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity ∙ All Students Read ∙ All Students Write ∙ All Students Explain Their Thinking ∙ All Students 

Engage in Grade-Level Content ∙ Differentiation 

LESSON TITLE: Ketanji Brown Jackson: First Black Female U.S. Supreme Court Justice 

In this lesson, students will understand the historically momentous appointment of Ketanji Brown Jackson to the 

U.S. Supreme Court. Students will learn how a U.S. Supreme Court Judge is appointed, as well as discuss the 

impact that “firsts” have on communities, specifically identities, race, and gender. 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 

Students will be able to: 

• explain the role of a U.S. Supreme Court Justice. 

• explain why Judge Brown Jackson’s appointment to the U.S. Supreme Court marks a momentous time in 
history. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  

  
• In what ways do individuals break through barriers to become “firsts” in systems of oppression? 
• What impact do “firsts” have on communities, specifically identities, race, and gender?  
• Why is it important to not only know who these “firsts” are, but also the why?  
• What can we learn from their stories?  

NYS STANDARDS 

English Language Arts 
7R1/8R1: Cite textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text says explicitly/implicitly and make logical 
inferences. (RI&RL) 
 
Writing 
7W4/8W4: Create a poem, story, play, artwork, or other response to a text, author, theme, or personal 
experience 
 
Social Studies 
7.5 THE CONSTITUTION IN PRACTICE: The United States Constitution serves as the foundation of the 
United States government and outlines the rights of citizens. The Constitution is considered a living document 
that can respond to political and social changes. The New York State Constitution also has been changed over 
time. (Standards: 1, 5; Themes: TCC, GOV, CIV) 
 
7.5b The Constitution established three branches of government as well as a system of checks and balances that 
guides the relationship between the branches. Individual rights of citizens are addressed in the Bill of Rights. 



VOCABULARY 

Vocabulary is embedded in the lesson. 

• confirmation hearing: Meetings held by the Senate to gather information about candidates for federal 

office nominated by the president of the United States. Under the Constitution, the president has the right 

to appoint whomever he wants to various government offices, including members of the cabinet and 

federal judges, but each appointment must be approved by the Senate as part of the separation of 

powers. 

• appoint: to name or assign to a position, an office, or the like; designate 

• conservative: a person who is conservative in principles, actions, habits, etc. traditional in style or manner; 

avoiding novelty or showiness 

• bipartisan: representing, characterized by, or including members from two political parties (ex. Democrat 

and Republican) 

• liberal: a person of liberal principles or views; favorable to progress or reform 

• power structures: the system of authority or influence in government, politics, education, etc., the people 

who participate in such a system 

TEXT AND RESOURCES 

Text 1: “A Joyous Day”: Jackson Confirmed as the First Black Female U.S. 

Supreme Court Justice 

By: Newsela, 4.10.22 

(Spanish version) 

 

Video: How do Supreme Court Justices get appointed? (4:20 min) 

Source: TedEd 

 

Video: Key Moments from Ketanji Brown Jackson’s Confirmation Hearing (stop at 2:26) 

Source: PBS Newshour 

LAUNCH (10 min) 

 

1. Video: How do Supreme Court Justices get appointed? (4:20 min) 
 

2. Ask the following questions, eliciting responses from several students: 

• What is the role of a Supreme Court Justice? 

• Why is it important for there to be such a rigorous system and vetting process for appointing a 
Supreme Court Justice? 

 

3. Discuss the terms liberal and conservative.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1giS41NXQYaPJimqpyfMgECTO0WWvb2ai/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1giS41NXQYaPJimqpyfMgECTO0WWvb2ai/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sMChqF1eUwFP-6y_CEanbykj_qbnuqv5/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xnzGSV66x4&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MirbyMg_ajQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xnzGSV66x4&t=6s


PROCEDURAL STEPS (25 min) 

 

4. Provide students with the Newsela article, “A Joyous Day”: Jackson Confirmed as the First Black Female 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice. Link to Spanish version available in Text and Resources section above. 
 

5. Ask the following questions:  

• Why is Judge Brown Jackson’s confirmation to the Supreme Court a historical moment? 

• What does she mean when she says she will “apply the law without fear or favor”? 
 

6. Explain that Judge Brown Jackson is the first Black woman appointed to the highest court in the land and 
that historically white institutions are beginning to better reflect our diverse society.  
 

7. Ask the following questions:  

• Why is it important to have a balance of liberals and conservatives in the court? 

• How could Judge Brown Jackson impact the other Supreme Court Justices? 
 

8. Video: Key Moments from Ketanji Brown Jackson’s Confirmation Hearing (stop at 2:26). 
 

9. Why does Senator Booker demonstrate such emotion? What does he mean when he says, “The greatest 
country in the world, the United States of America, will be better because of you”? 
 

10. While Judge Brown Jackson is the first, it’s not that Jackson was the first Black woman in the court’s 233 
years to have the skill or talent to rise to an esteemed position. Black women were not allowed the 
opportunity based on power structures that exist in our society. Historically, institutional and systemic 
power structures have kept people of various identities, race, and gender out. Despite the existence of 
these systems, there have been those “barrier breakers” that have shown resilience and have achieved 
and paved the way for others. 
 

11. Break students into groups of three. Instruct students to answer the following questions in their groups. 

• What impact do “firsts” have on communities, specifically identities, race, and gender?  

• Why is it important to not only know who these “firsts” are but also the why?  

• What can we learn from their stories?  
 

12. Have students share out by asking for several responses for each question at a time (rather than 
responding to all the questions in one response). Example, when asking what impact “firsts” have on 
communities, ask for responses from several groups, then repeat for the other two questions. 
 

CLOSURE (10 min) 

13. Provide time for students to compose a written response to the following questions: 

• How do power structures shape our country’s narrative? 

• In what ways do individuals break through barriers to become “firsts” in systems of oppression? 
 

14. If time allows, ask a few students to share their responses. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MirbyMg_ajQ


DIFFERENTIATION 

● Use the leveled text based on Lexile: 
○ Lexile 780 English 
○ Lexile 780 Spanish 
○ Lexile 1230 can be found on Newsela.com  

● Audio available for each Lexile level on Newsela.com 
● Use pictures to accompany vocabulary. 
● Highlight vocabulary within the text. 
● Chunk sections of text and pose questions to guide understanding. 

SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION 
How will you incorporate Specially Designed Instruction strategies? 

(Intentionally left blank, for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson) 

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION 

1. Video: How do Supreme Court Justices get appointed? (4:20 min) Source: TedEd 
2. Video: Key Moments from Ketanji Brown Jackson’s Confirmation Hearing (stop at 2:26) Source: PBS 

Newshour 
3. Asynchronous or Synchronous Instruction 

● A presentation program (PPT, Sway, Prezi, etc.) can be used to deliver the lesson by 
transferring specific questions, embedding video and inserting graphics, to increase student 
engagement. 

● Schoology: 
○ Create a discussion and post questions to foster student conversation and engagement 

about the lesson. A discussion post can be used as a ticket in the door/exit ticket, to 
stimulate conversation around the essential questions, respond to an article/video, etc. 

○ Additionally, ask students to comment on a classmate’s response after posting their own. 
○ Assign the assessment/closure activity for students to submit virtually or in 

person for grading purposes. 
● Teams: Use the chat section similar to how you would use Schoology’s discussion 

feature above. 

TEACHER REFLECTION 

Teacher Thoughts Prior to the Lesson 

Teacher Reflection Following the Lesson 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14yagEXPnhDhJOAXz1GRQuRwADbvL45OM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14yagEXPnhDhJOAXz1GRQuRwADbvL45OM/view?usp=sharing


Appendix: 

  



  



 

  



OFFICE OF CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY 

RESPONSIVE INITIATIVES  
Emancipation Curriculum 
Grades 9-12 
Duration: Two, 45-minute lessons 

BPS INSTRUCTIONAL PRIORITIES 

As you execute these lessons please remember: 

Use of District Approved Materials with Fidelity – All Students Read – All Students Write – 

 All Students Explain Their Thinking – All Students Engage in Grade-Level Content - Differentiation 

LESSON TITLE:  PERSEVERANCE: KETANJI BROWN JACKSON 

 

SUMMARY: In this lesson students will read about the nomination process to the US Supreme Court as well as 

analyze the current (March 2022) Judiciary Committee process to nominate the first Black woman, Ketanji Brown 

Jackson.  Students will examine the demographic collection of the US Supreme Court and make connections to the 

demographic population of the United States, noting the lack of appropriate representation on the Court.  

Students will also relate Judge Jackson’s life story and perseverance to a time in their lives when they were 

successful in the face of adversity.  This lesson utilizes multiple learning modalities and will need to be extended 

as a two-day lesson.   

LESSON OBJECTIVES 

Students will be able to: 

● make observations and reflections about the demographics of the Supreme Court Justices. 

● analyze the process for nominating a Supreme Court Justice and how the US President and members of 

Congress are vital to filling the life-long appointment. 

● describe Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson’s journey through childhood, collegiate years, and career path and 

make connections to their lives. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 

● Why is it important for our current President to nominate a Judge that helps to represent the 

demographics of our nation as a whole? 

● Why has this group of people historically been underrepresented in the Supreme Court? 

● How has Ketanji Brown Jackson persevered to attain her career as a Judge and as a nominee for Supreme 

Court Justice?   

● How have you persevered in your life in the face of adversity? 



NYS STANDARDS 

ELA: 

• SL 11-12.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

• RI.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 
Social Studies: 

• 11.10 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE/DOMESTIC ISSUES (1945 – present): Racial, gender, and 
socioeconomic inequalities were addressed by individuals, groups, and organizations. Varying political 
philosophies prompted debates over the role of the federal government in regulating the economy and 
providing a social safety net. 

• 11.10b Individuals, diverse groups, and organizations have sought to bring about change in American 
society through a variety of methods. 

VOCABULARY 

● Persevere: continue in a course of action even in the face of difficulty or with little or no prospect of 

success 

● Supreme Court: the highest court in the federal judiciary of the United States  

● Nominee: a person who is proposed or formally entered as a candidate for an office 

● Justice: one of nine members of the Supreme Court; there is one chief justice and eight associate justices 

● Congress: the legislature of the federal government; composed of the House of Representatives and the 

Senate 

TEXT AND RESOURCES 

Text Title: “Biden nominates Ketanji Brown Jackson, first Black woman, to US Supreme Court”. 

Author: Mark Sherman, Jessica Gresko, Mary Clare Jalonick, Associated Press 

 

LINK TO TEXT: KETANJI BROWN JACKSON ARTICLE LINK 

LINK TO READ ALOUD: Must be assigned in Clever, NewsELA to utilize read aloud function 

 

Appendix A: Visual image of Supreme Court Justices (two pages) 

Appendix B: Brief video guide to C-Span Video 

Appendix C: NewsELA Article in reading level 9-10 

Appendix D: NewsELA Article in reading level 11-12 

Appendix E: Extension Questions from NewsELA Article 

Appendix F: Writing Prompt Activity 

Appendix G: US Demographic Statics 

Appendix H: Constitutional Role of the Court System 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/1/
https://prod-newsela-media.s3.amazonaws.com/pdfs/biden-nominates-ketanji-brown-jackson-2001027809-article_quiz_and_answers.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=ASIA3CDIVHIBEUK6IU6U&Signature=d4MUyfrBMfTpni2YOiYeh8suCxY%3D&x-amz-security-token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEH4aCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIG1EquPaLPxdF1YEu18BJqDuEnEhw5tH50xnF5s24pfrAiEAkF8vRB0Ea%2B4x7UHvjCm6cQNrxqr6nCWegyBS5BmRvwkq7wMIFhACGgw3NjA0Mjg3MDYzMDYiDBoBj39GSxgpjeGGPSrMAzlWF%2Fs6FrqYH%2F7Vb7w%2FnlRokZ6cltg1wfs7QZVJ8FsIUW8wmMhLLPFpE4Zv%2FdJVPfOB5y3Lw2OacSyOZTiWNDmjrrB%2BDCHCJ%2F%2FFdQWGObdk9rBt%2FoERTWkUof7ucr19b5U1LRir%2B9Wgy4nJ0iPcpvi5ghu7WmCZU7nUE5rXPZcDa6GO0khQkFNk8Hf%2FZkr9AZxsPwNCz5ruMAAPjpWIBp1ttfst8fvvIenPhjhaX3eU%2F4LcvjfjKhZOvbUEGua%2FzHfvpvQF0AecDsgy97ovZx8MLm%2FKdRTLt5Ccw8ybq9f2%2FTyKY9VETqrvnRkPBw7eKsZy85eDcDQQfWyUR6OZrv%2FFd%2Bvk4%2F%2B9Sxo7W3LP6LrDc1DGI0760c16CTBCINsjGy%2BCrtW1vUqU4pXlngWnKQuxjoq8oTOdiu%2FchNaqNHOuf2F%2Bo158TNVZ4g32teRkNhsA4l2rAaaOe3H%2BDZunbeQWQobC7FbtxWU%2FfqvD36Fe%2BbZ35xerKffbuaud%2BKTvU9%2By5%2FQTMG7i9iHEgYfU1VIV40U%2BK8v7UIo8pDqY3MJANPbawFu0nQhFTtQE4MX5tNpIDQOZGQNXA6D40MqbIPhGjLV%2BlquGB6nPx6Qw6s2WkgY6pQF7dZlbgZR9bJVoH1jW97fd14W7XbzVgWfvm%2FoutPwjUITRgCh7G%2F1ymsnDu7vZqu6U9kMeHlCbNj%2F4MenuEBKTjuzAN73%2BPL%2BmfFfuBrW5FG9%2FgGh39yDXqQJqvygToCsFzGbRn8LbxbwnexX99RQvFcR8mkA2s93gBI%2ByvSPtILXKa6FV7qPLqcqgyEpUkVQP4j4pfAKyIXuD8xlUWdhzCgVKlx4%3D&Expires=1648740295


LAUNCH (10 min) 

1. Teacher will show Appendix A to students.  On this document there are faces of the current Supreme Court 

Justices. Do not tell students this information, allow them to form ideas. 

2. Teacher will ask guiding questions: 

• Can anyone pick out a person they know on this page? 

• What do all these people seem to have in common? 

• What do you notice about the group demographics? 

 

3. Allow students time either as a discussion or independently to form a list of observations they see as they 

view the people shown on the document. 

4. Teacher will show the second page of Appendix A to students.  On this document, Ketanji Brown Jackson is 

included.  Allow students to form ideas and connections between the first page of Justices and Judge 

Brown Jackson. 

5. Teacher will ask guiding questions: 

• What do you notice about Judge Brown Jackson? 

• Why do you believe Judge Brown Jackson is the first Black female ever to be nominated to the highest 

court in the US government? (Teacher can choose to preview the first paragraph of the article appendix C 

and highlight the quote “Making her the first Black woman selected to serve on a court that once declared 

her race unworthy of citizenship and endorsed segregation.”) 

 

6. Teacher can refer to Appendix G. the US Demographic Statistics visual, to provide further support and 

understanding.  

PROCEDURAL STEPS (65 min) 

7. 10 min: Teacher will show video of Ketanji Brown Jackson during the US Supreme Court Confirmation, 

giving her advice to young people.   

• C-Span Ketanji Brown Jackson Video 

• Students should follow along with the brief video guide (Appendix B). 

▪ What is the initial question the Senator asked Ketanji Brown Jackson? 

▪ Note her emotions during the senator’s question. 

▪ Note her story about leaving Alabama to go to Boston to attend Harvard. 

▪ What is her overall message to you, the young people of America? 

 

8. 20 min: Students will read Appendix C, the NewsELA article, “Biden nominates Ketanji Brown Jackson, first 

Black woman, to US Supreme Court”. 

 

9. 5 min: Students will answer the four comprehension questions along with the article. 

 

10. 10 min: Students will answer short response extension questions in Appendix E to supplement learning 

from article.  

• What other institutions, organizations, and types of careers you have observed or read about need to be 

diversified?   

https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?18835


• How could we as an American Nation ensure that our racial demographics are represented appropriately 

within these institutions?  Give an idea or example. 

• If Supreme Court Justices are voted on by our Congressmen and Congresswomen, how do we ensure those 

people in power (in Congress) are nominating judges that we, the US people, would like to see represent 

our beliefs? 

 

11. 10 min: Pre-writing: Think-pair-share: Can also be facilitated using an academic circle. 

• “Let’s revisit the idea of being forced to persevere; in life, in our community, in our school community.  Take 

a minute to reflect on a time that you persevered even when the odds were against you.” 

• What other emotions were you feeling while trying to persevere through this difficult situation?  

• What life connections can you make to Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson’s nomination for this prestigious role 

in the American government? 

• Should you ever limit your future aspirations based on a “box or role” that American society wants to put 

you in based on your unique demographics? 

• How could you combat being unfairly stereotyped into your future college or career path by society?  

 

12. 20 min: Writing Activity: Appendix F: Write an expressive letter to someone describing in detail the 

situation you persevered through.  Include any ideas and reflections from the think-pair-share activity.  Be 

sure to include your emotions of the process you endured and also how you felt after you reached success.  

Consider incorporating any similarities between your journey and Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson. 

• Letter Audience suggestions: 

▪ A family member 
▪ Trusted teacher, mentor, coach 
▪ Your future self 
▪ Peers and other students 
▪ Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson 
▪ Members of Congress 

CLOSURE (5 min) 

 

13. Students will share out/read aloud their letter to peers either as a whole group audience, small groups, or in 

partners depending on teacher knowledge of individual student’s abilities and comfortability.  

DIFFERENTIATION 

• Teacher can utilize close read strategies, independent, small group, or whole group reading of this article.  

Article can be assigned in NewsELA platform directly in Clever if ELL students need to utilize the read aloud 

function.  

• Teacher can choose multiple reading levels for the article. (Note: The MAX reading level, at grade 12, is 

provided in this lesson as Appendix D.) 

• Teacher can choose to eliminate or extend any of the learning modalities and activities. 

• Grades 11-12: Students are able to push their understanding of the Supreme Court, the justices, the 

process, and its evolution.  Please utilize the C-Span Video Clips along with Appendix H, “The Constitutional 

Role of the Court System”.  During this activity students will be able to take a deep dive into the Supreme 

Court; this activity can be done individually, in partners, small groups, or as whole group instruction.  

about:blank


SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION 

How will you incorporate Specifically Designed Instruction strategies? 

(Intentionally left blank, for Special Education teachers to add the appropriate SDI for the lesson) 

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION 

Students can use their 1:1 devices for the duration of the lesson if the teacher prefers. Appendices can be 

uploaded into Schoology or displayed on IWB. 

TEACHER REFLECTION 

Teacher thoughts prior to the lesson 

 

Teacher thoughts following the lesson 

 

 

  



Appendix A – Page 1: 

 

Guiding Questions: 

▪ Create a list of observations you notice about the people shown. 

▪ Is there a person you know on this page? 

▪ What do all these people seem to have in common? 

▪ What do you notice about the demographics of this group? 

  



Appendix A – Page 2: 

 

 

Guiding Questions: 

▪ What do you observe about Judge Brown Jackson? 

▪ Why do you believe Judge Brown Jackson is the first female of color ever to be nominated to the highest 

court in the US government? 

▪ Read the first paragraph of the article and pay special attention to the quote: “Making her the first Black 

woman selected to serve on a court that once declared her race unworthy of citizenship and endorsed 

segregation.” 

  



Appendix B: 

PERSEVERANCE: KETANJI BROWN JACKSON 

C-Span Ketanji Brown Jackson Video 

 

Follow along with this video from the Supreme Court Judiciary Committee meeting from March 2022.  Please 

answer the following questions and give a 1-2 sentence response at the end of the video.  

1. What question does the Senator from CA ask of Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________  

 

2. Provide details of her story about leaving her home in Alabama to attend Harvard University in Boston, 

Massachusetts.  

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________  

 

 

3. List 2-3 emotions that Judge Jackson conveyed to the audience during her story. 

 

__________________________ 

__________________________  

__________________________  

 

 

4. What is her overall message to you, the young people of American? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________  

 

 

5. Give a brief take-a-way you have from this video.  

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________  

 

  

https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?18835


Appendix C:  

 

Biden nominates Ketanji Brown Jackson, first Black woman, 
to U.S. Supreme Court 

By Associated Press, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.13.22 

Word Count 959 

Level 1210L 

 

President Joe Biden has nominated Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson for a vacant position on the U.S. Supreme Court. Photo: Jacquelyn Martin/AP 

Photo: Jacquelyn Martin/AP 

President Joe Biden has nominated federal appeals court Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to the U.S. Supreme Court. She is the 

first Black woman selected to serve on a court that once declared her race unworthy of citizenship and supported 

segregation. 

During his presidential campaign, Biden had promised to appoint a Black woman to the position. His goal is to further 

diversify a court that was made up entirely of white men for almost 200 years. 

Jackson is an attorney and she would be the high court's first former public defender. She also possesses the elite legal 

background of other justices. 

  



Jackson would be the current court's second Black justice — Justice Clarence Thomas, a conservative, is the other — and just 

the third in history. 

She also would be only the sixth woman to serve on the court. Her confirmation would mean that for the first time four 

women would sit together on the nine-member court. 

The current court includes three women, one of whom is the court's first Latina, Justice Sonia Sotomayor. 

If confirmed, Jackson would join the liberal minority of a conservative-dominated court. She would be considering such 

divisive issues as ending affirmative action in college admissions and restricting voting rights. 

Jackson Won't Tip The Court's Balance 

Biden is filling the seat that will be vacated by Justice Stephen Breyer, 83, who is retiring at the end of the term this summer. 

Early in her legal career, Jackson, 51, worked as one of Breyer's law clerks. She became a federal judge in 2013. Her 

nomination must be confirmed by the Senate, where Democrats hold the majority by a very slim margin. 

The next justice will replace one of the more liberal justices, so she would not tip the balance of the court. The court 

currently leans conservative, with six conservative justices and three liberal justices. 

The selection of Jackson comes two years after Biden, then running 

for president, first pledged to nominate a Black woman to the high 

court in the case of a vacancy. 

"Everyone should be represented," Biden said. "We talked about 

the Supreme Court — I'm looking forward to making sure there's a 

Black woman on the Supreme Court to make sure we in fact get 

everyone represented." 

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Dick Durbin 

said in a statement that Jackson is an "extraordinary nominee." 

Senators have set a tentative goal of confirmation by April 8. 

Hearings could start as soon as mid-March. 

Once the nomination is sent to the Senate, it is up to the Senate Judiciary Committee to consider the nominee and hold 

confirmation hearings. The entire process passes through several time-consuming steps, including meetings with individual 

senators. After the committee approves a nomination, it goes to the Senate floor for a final vote. 

Biden and Senate Democrats are hoping to get votes in favor of confirmation from at least some Republicans. 

Jackson Takes Long Road To The Bench 
Jackson was on the president's shortlist as a possible nominee even before Breyer retired. Biden and his team spent weeks 

poring over her records, interviewing her friends and family and looking into her background. 

Biden has said he was interested in selecting a nominee in the mold of Breyer who could be a persuasive force with fellow 

justices. Although Breyer's votes tended to put him to the left of center on an increasingly conservative court, he frequently 

saw the gray in situations that other justices were more likely to find black or white. 

"With her exceptional qualifications and record of evenhandedness, Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson 

will be a Justice who will uphold the Constitution and protect the rights of all Americans, including the voiceless and 

vulnerable," said Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer. "The historic nomination of Judge Jackson is an important step 

toward ensuring the Supreme Court reflects the nation as a whole." 



Jackson serves on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, a position that Biden elevated her to in 2021 

from her previous job as a federal trial court judge. Jackson was confirmed to that post on a 53-44 Senate vote, winning the 

support of three Republicans: Graham, Maine's Susan Collins and Alaska's Lisa Murkowski. 

First Name Honors African Ancestry 

In one of Jackson's most high-profile decisions as a trial court judge, she ordered former White 

House Counsel Don McGahn to appear before Congress. That was a setback to former President Donald Trump's efforts to 

keep his top aides from testifying. The case was appealed, and a deal was ultimately reached for McGahn's testimony. 

Jackson has a considerably shorter record as an appeals court judge. She was part of a three-judge panel that ruled in 

December against Trump's effort to shield documents from the House committee investigating the January 6, 2021, 

insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. 

Jackson was born in Washington, D.C., and grew up in Miami, Florida. She has said that her parents, Johnny and Ellery 

Brown, chose her name to express their pride in her family's African ancestry. They asked an aunt who was in the Peace 

Corps in Africa at the time to send a list of African girls' names and they picked Ketanji Onyika, which they were told meant 

"lovely one." 

Jackson traces her interest in the law to when she was in preschool and her father was in law school and they would sit 

together at the dining room table, she with coloring books and he with law books. Her father became an attorney for the 

county school board and her mom was a high school principal. 

  



Appendix D: 

 

Biden nominates Ketanji Brown Jackson, first Black woman, 
to U.S. Supreme Court 

By Mark Sherman, Jessica Gresko and Mary Clare Jalonick, Associated Press on 03.13.22 

Word Count 1,439 

Level MAX 

 

President Joe Biden has nominated Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson for a vacant position on the U.S. Supreme Court. Photo: Jacquelyn Martin/AP 

Photo: Jacquelyn Martin/AP 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — President Joe Biden announced February 25 he will nominate federal appeals court Judge Ketanji 

Brown Jackson to the U.S. Supreme Court, the White House said, making her the first Black woman selected to serve on a 

court that once declared her race unworthy of citizenship and endorsed segregation. 

In Jackson, Biden delivers on a campaign promise to make the historic appointment and to further diversify a court that was 

made up entirely of white men for almost two centuries. He has chosen an attorney who would be the high court's first 

former public defender, though she also possesses the elite legal background of other justices. 

Jackson would be the current court's second Black justice — Justice Clarence Thomas, a conservative, is the other — and just 

the third in history. 

  



Biden planned to introduce Jackson in remarks at the White House on February 25, where Jackson was also expected to 

speak, the White House said. 

She would also be only the sixth woman to serve on the court, and her confirmation would mean that for the first time four 

women would sit together on the nine-member court. 

The current court includes three women, one of whom is the court's first Latina, Justice Sonia Sotomayor. 

Jackson would join the liberal minority of a conservative-dominated court that will be considering ending affirmative action 

in college admissions and restricting voting rights efforts to increase minority representation. 

Biden is filling the seat that will be vacated by Justice Stephen Breyer, 83, who is retiring at the end of the term this summer. 

Jackson, 51, once worked as one of Breyer's law clerks early in her legal career. She attended Harvard as an undergraduate 

and for law school, and served on the U.S. Sentencing Commission, the agency that develops federal sentencing policy, 

before becoming a federal judge in 2013. 

Her nomination is subject to confirmation by the Senate, where Democrats hold the majority by a razor-thin 50-50 margin 

with Vice President Kamala Harris as the tie-breaker. Party leaders have promised swift but deliberate consideration of the 

president's nominee. 

The next justice will replace one of the more liberal justices, so she would not tip the balance of the court, which now leans 

6-3 in favor of conservatives. 

The news comes two years to the day after Biden, then struggling 

to capture the Democratic presidential nomination, first pledged in 

a South Carolina debate to nominate a Black woman to the high 

court if presented with a vacancy. 

"Everyone should be represented," Biden said. "We talked about 

the Supreme Court — I'm looking forward to making sure there's a 

Black woman on the Supreme Court to make sure we in fact get 

everyone represented." 

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Dick Durbin said in a 

statement that the panel will "begin immediately" to move forward on the nomination and that Jackson is an "extraordinary 

nominee." Senators have set a tentative goal of confirmation by April 8, when they leave for a two-week spring recess. 

Hearings could start as soon as mid-March. 

That timeline could be complicated by a number of things, including the ongoing developments between Russia and Ukraine 

and the extended absence of Democratic Senator Ben Ray Lujan of New Mexico, who suffered a stroke last month and is out 

for several weeks. Democrats would need Lujan's vote to confirm Biden's pick if no Republicans support her. 

Once the nomination is sent to the Senate, it is up to the Senate Judiciary Committee to vet the nominee and hold 

confirmation hearings. After the committee approves a nomination, it goes to the Senate floor for a final vote. 

The entire process passes through several time-consuming steps, including meetings with individual senators that are 

expected to begin next week. While Justice Amy Coney Barrett was confirmed just four weeks after she was nominated 

ahead of the 2020 election, the process usually takes several weeks longer than that. 

Biden and Senate Democrats are hoping for a bipartisan vote on the nomination, but it's unclear if they will be able to win 

over any GOP senators after three bitterly partisan confirmation battles under President Donald Trump. South Carolina 

Senator Lindsey Graham, one of three Republicans who voted to confirm Jackson to the appeals court last year, had pushed 

Biden to nominate a different candidate from his home state, Judge J. Michelle Childs. He said earlier this month that his 



vote would be "very problematic" if it were anyone else, and he expressed disappointment in a tweet Friday that Biden had 

not nominated his preferred choice. 

Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell said he looks forward to meeting with Jackson and "studying her record, legal 

views, and judicial philosophy." But he also appeared to express skepticism, noting he voted against her a year ago. 

Jackson was on the president's short list as a potential nominee even before Breyer retired. Biden and his team spent weeks 

poring over her records, interviewing her friends and family and looking into her background. 

Biden has said he was interested in selecting a nominee in the mold of Breyer who could be a persuasive force with fellow 

justices. Although Breyer's votes tended to put him to the left of center on an increasingly conservative court, he frequently 

saw the gray in situations that colleagues were more likely to find black or white. 

"With her exceptional qualifications and record of evenhandedness, Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson will be a justice who will 

uphold the Constitution and protect the rights of all Americans, including the voiceless and vulnerable," said Senate Majority 

Leader Chuck Schumer. "The historic nomination of Judge Jackson is an important step toward ensuring the Supreme Court 

reflects the nation as a whole." 

As part of his search process, Biden, a longtime chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, also interviewed Childs and 

California Supreme Court Judge Leondra Kruger, according to a person familiar with the matter. He also consulted with a 

wide range of legal experts and lawmakers in both parties and delved deeply into the finalists' legal writings before selecting 

Jackson for the post. 

Jackson serves on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, a position that Biden elevated her to last year 

from her previous job as a federal trial court judge. Three current justices — Thomas, Brett Kavanaugh and John Roberts, the 

chief justice — previously served on the same court. 

On Friday morning ahead of the announcement, Jackson took part in scheduled arguments before the circuit court. 

Jackson was confirmed to that post on a 53-44 Senate vote, winning the backing of three Republicans: Graham, Maine's 

Susan Collins and Alaska's Lisa Murkowski. 

Graham, in a tweet, indicated displeasure with the nomination, saying, "I expect a respectful but interesting hearing in the 

Senate Judiciary Committee." 

Bipartisanship is important to Biden, who has often said he was reaching for GOP support as he closed in on a nominee. 

Another GOP connection: Jackson is related by marriage to former House Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin. 

In one of Jackson's most high-profile decisions, as a trial court judge she ordered former White 

House Counsel Don McGahn to appear before Congress. That was a setback to former President Donald Trump's efforts to 

keep his top aides from testifying. The case was appealed, and a deal was ultimately reached for McGahn's testimony. 

Jackson has a considerably shorter record as an appeals court judge. She was part of a three-judge panel that ruled in 

December against Trump's effort to shield documents from the House committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection 

at the U.S. Capitol. 

Jackson was born in Washington, D.C., and grew up in Miami. She has said that her parents, Johnny and Ellery Brown, chose 

her name to express their pride in her family's African ancestry. They asked an aunt who was in the Peace Corps in Africa at 

the time to send a list of African girls' names and they picked Ketanji Onyika, which they were told meant "lovely one." 

Jackson traces her interest in the law to when she was in preschool and her father was in law school and they would sit 

together at the dining room table, she with coloring books and he with law books. Her father became an attorney for the 

county school board and her mom was a high school principal. She has a brother who is nine years younger who served in 

the Army, including in Iraq, and is now a lawyer. 



Appendix E: Comprehension Questions from NewsELA Article 

Multiple Choice: 

 

  



Short Response:   

 

6. What other institutions, organizations, and types of careers you have observed or read about need to be 

diversified? 
______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________  

 
7. How could we as an American Nation ensure that our racial demographics are represented appropriately 

within these institutions?  Give an idea or example. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________  

 

8. If Supreme Court Justices are voted on by our Congressman and Congresswomen, how do we ensure those 

people in power (in Congress) are nominating judges that we, the US people, would like to see represent our 

beliefs? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________  

  



Appendix F:  

Write an expressive letter to someone describing in detail the situation you persevered through.  Include any ideas 
and reflections from the think-pair-share activity.  Be sure to include your emotions of the process you endured and 
how you felt after you reached success.  Consider incorporating any similarities between your journey and Judge 
Ketanji Brown Jackson. 
 

Letter Audience suggestions: 
A family member 
Trusted teacher, mentor, coach 
Your future self 
Peers and other students 
Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson 
Members of Congress 

 

Dear ______________________, 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 Appendix G:  

 

  



Appendix H: 

The Constitutional Role of the Court System Handout 

Click on C-Span Video Clips and complete the chart below. 

 

 

 

 

Describe the court and its role 

described in each video 

 

Explain the significance and impact of the court on the  

U.S. government and public policy 

 

 

The Federal Court 

System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Origins of 

Supreme Court 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Role of the 

Court under the 

Constitution 
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Federal Courts vs 

State Courts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supreme Court 

Justices on the 

Rule of Law 
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