
 

Bennett High School’s football team had an exciting year. The Bennett Tigers finished 
their regular season with 11 wins and only one loss. This hard work enabled them to compete 
in the Class AA state championship game at the Syracuse Dome. The Tigers were only one of 
two Buffalo Schools’ teams to ever make it to the state championship 
game.  

One student on Bennett’s football team stands out 
among the rest, not only as a prime player but also as a true 
student scholar. In 11th grade, Rashard Perry was ranked 
number one and matched the nation in interception returns. 
He is a leader on his team, and his focus is centered on 
supporting his teammates. As the Tigers worked their way to 
the state championship game, Rashard believes this was an 
incredible time to be a part of the team. “Our whole team 
showed up to represent Bennett.  We were locked in and 
running like a well-oiled machine,” says Perry. He also reflects 
on the time leading up to the championship game. “It felt 
great to have a good season like this. Hopefully, this year 
translates to more people coming down to Bennett to see my teammates and supporting their 
amazing work.” He has hope that the enthusiasm from the championship game this year will 
propel the team, and the whole school, next year. “I hope this energy continues through to 
the next year where we can improve on our work this year, and it carries over into our lives 
after high school,” says Perry.   

The success of the team did not come without having to overcome obstacles, 
however. According to Rashard, “For the last two years, they put an image on us that we were 
undisciplined, and we would never be the best team around.  They thought we were not able 
to perform up to the standards of other teams. We went against the odds.” He also cites the 
coaching staff as an incredible support to the team in times of controversy. “The only thing we 
had was our strong will and discipline with the support from our coaches. They got us through 

everything. We're trying to show everyone we're the real deal," 
Perry said. "Inner-city kids rarely get looked at, we're showing 
them that we're here." 
 Coach Steve McDuffie uses his “triangle matrix” to instill 
teamwork and dedication for his team, both on and off the field. 
The three sides to the triangle are dedication, discipline, and 
decision making; and outside of the triangle is sacrifice.  These 
ideals are important to his team. “In my case, in both on and off 
the field activity, you have to make the right decision. If you feel 

uncomfortable in an environment, it is the perfect time to walk away,” says Perry. He says that 
these values aren’t just for game time. “I take those lessons to my education. I know achieving 
my goals is going to be well worth it to me.” 

Rashard is looking forward to next year’s football season. “With the state 
championship energy, I am 100% certain that next year we will take that 

one step further to become state champs.”  
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Greetings Buffalo Public Schools Community! 
 
Welcome to the first installation of our 

quarterly magazine titled “VOICES”. In addition to 
this digital resource, hard copies will be delivered 
to all schools for our 7th-12th grade student popu-
lations to learn from and enjoy. Moving forward, 
we will be looking for even more high leverage, 
culturally and linguistically responsive writing 
submissions from scholars at our schools. Our next 
submission will occur in May. 

In this first issue, scholars centered their voices around 
themes of hopes and dreams for the future. I also would like to 
share a few. I want to state clearly, I am tired of the mask. I know I 
must wear it to help keep everyone safe, but I, like many of you, 
hope that we can rid ourselves of this horrific Covid virus and return 
to a day where we do not have to wear our masks for 8 hours a day. 
I have also grown weary of the fear the virus instills in all of us. I 
hope and dream to be able to live carefree again, but always focus-
ing in on health and wellness, as that is one thing this unpredictable 
pandemic has taught me, great health and socio-emotional safety 
must be our top priority, along with family, and centering joy. 

I am also hoping and dreaming that one day we will be 
able to rid ourselves of the other virus as well. The one of systemic 
racism and implicit racial and ethnic bias that seems to continue to 
be present in our daily lives and reveals itself in a multitude of ways. 
Including the forces which are debilitating access to the ballot box in 
communities of color, continued killings of unarmed Black and 
Brown people, and the economic disparities that have been elevat-
ed in communities of color. These exponentiated inequalities have 
led to joblessness, homelessness, acute poverty, gun violence, do-
mestic violence, despair, and feelings of self-destruction and hope-
lessness, that have filtered into our schools. I hope and dream that 
we can work collaboratively to support our hardworking teachers 
and administrators who are on the frontlines and giving their all as 
they grapple with the consequences of these decades-long inequali-
ties and related social ills that the pandemic has heightened for our 
district, city, and nation. I am extremely thankful for the strong and 
courageous work our teachers and school administrators are engag-
ing in every single day. 

I am so happy and grateful that our scholars understand 
many of the issues of today and have solutions for how to make 
things right in the future. As you read about their hopes and 
dreams, remember they are finding ways to advocate for social 
justice while centering joy in their lives and the lives of those around 
them. I look to our young people for joy. They are the future, let’s 
lift their voices. Someone once said, “And a child shall lead them”. 
They are doing that in a plethora of ways, including this first issue of 
VOICES Magazine. We need only listen. 
 

Enjoy! Dr. Fatima Morrell, Associate Superintendent for CLRI 

Scholar Spotlight: Rashard Perry 

Rashard Perry 

#72 of the Bennett Tigers 



Fall 2021 was historic in many ways for both the 
Lewis J. Bennett football team and Buffalo Public Schools 
football. The Tigers became champions of Section 6 Class 
AA, Far West Regional Class AA champions, and Class AA 
NYS State finalists for the first time in school and district 
history. 

Central to Bennett football is Coach McDuffie’s 
commitment to player development. Coaches work togeth-
er to develop the complete student-athlete and stress skill, 
discipline, and responsibility inside and outside of the class-
room. The Bennett culture shapes young men of character, 
determination, confidence, skill, and hard work, and flour-
ishes in becoming a favorite among college recruiters at all 
levels. Several players on this year’s team recently received 
Division I offers from Colorado State, University at Buffalo, 
and Boston College. This is a source of pride for the coach-
ing team, as preparing young men for optimistic futures on 
a solid foundation of success, teamwork, trust, and camara-
derie is a top priority.    

The Far West Regional Championship Game 
brought drama surrounding Covid-19 and an outbreak 
among the McQuaid Jesuit football team. McQuaid officials 
sought and were granted an over-ride to the Erie County 
Health Department’s Covid regulations that would permit 
them to play the game as scheduled and not forfeit. The 
whole ordeal seemed unfair and inconsistent for Bennett, 
who was forced to forfeit a playoff game back in the spring 
under similar circumstances. 

The Lewis J. Bennett school community, Buffalo 
Public Schools, and the city of Buffalo rallied around the 
football team in astonishing ways; and the Bennett Tigers 
showed how resilient and courageous they are as they re-
mained focused and prevailed in a convincing 26-14 victory 
over McQuaid. For the first time in program history, Ben-
nett advanced to the NYS final four of the playoffs for the 
state semi-finals at Cicero-North Syracuse High School on 
Saturday, November 28th, winning against the Northstars 
38-0. This win placed Bennett football in the state champi-
onship game for the first time in school history and for 
Class AA the first time in Buffalo School District history. 

Individual accolades for Bennett’s talented team 
are awe inspiring. Three players made the All-State team–
Rashard Perry, Dominac Allen, and Jayden Lewis. Dominac 
Allen and Jayden Lewis were both named first team All-
Western New York, and Dominac Allen was the Connelly 
Cup runner-up. 

The Bennett coaching staff is a talented, experi-
enced, and cohesive group with great energy and trust by 
virtue of their many years working together. Head Coach 
Steve McDuffie is assisted by Khalil Cottman, Anthony Scott, 
Clifford Scott, Patrick Foster, Arthur Jordan, Aaron Young, 
Djuan Todd, Demario Badger, Jermaine Clemons, Jordan 
Fayson, Walter Brown, Martin Truesdell, and William Black-
ford. Bennett will return as strong as ever for next season, 
as the state championship experience has become the 

touchstone for the program’s ascent to 
new heights.  

 

  Mi Nombre Es… (My Name Is...) 

By: Aleyshka Rodriguez  
 At what time in my life did I stop feeling the safety that once came from my 

language? Is it the insecurity I have in myself, or is it the knowing that others will think of me as 

an alien who does not belong here? These are questions that often run through my head. 

Sometimes I find myself asking these questions and I still have not found an answer. At the end, 

I would like to believe that I will have the answers to these questions. My name has been 

changed many times by others, but I always found it in me to correct them. What I did not 

account for is that I would grow tired of correcting; I would simply smile and nod because I 

knew people did not mean to offend me. The more my name was mispronounced, the less it 

meant to me. I was once proud of having such a unique name—I found joy in people not being 

able to pronounce it, needing me to say it once more, seeing their smile once they got it. I think 

it was the not-so-happy-experiences that took joy from it and gave it a feeling of 

embarrassment; I felt ashamed of my name and would often ask my mother, “Why could I not 

have been named something simpler?” My mother would ask me, “You want a White name?”  

 The first time my name was changed I was between the ages of 5 and 6 and I had just 

come back from a whole school year in Puerto Rico. It was the beginning of my time in a 

daycare. My mother worked long hours and my aunts worked at this daycare. In my mother’s 

mind she thought it was best for me to go there, instead of constantly changing who I stayed 

with after school or having to sit at her job being surrounded by many people. She refused to 

let me grow up without having consistency in my young developing life. It was my first time at 

the daycare and they were going through attendance. When they got to my name, I heard 

“Aleshka.” I looked around, trying to learn everyone's name, but I could not find the person 

they were calling. The teacher came up to me realizing I never answered to any name and 

asked me, “What is your name?” I refused to speak a language that was not mine. She asked 

again, but this time in Spanish, trying her hardest to make it as clear as possible for me to 

understand “Como te llamas?” Her “American” accent made me cringe, but I smiled because 

she was willing to try. I mumbled my name, still making sure to pronounce my name the way 

my mother always said it (ah-lay-sh-kah); refusing my tongue to be colonized. In that moment 

as I watched her trying to pronounce every syllable correctly, I saw hope. I hoped it would be 

like this all the time, but it was not. 

 I have found many people aren’t even willing to try pronouncing it in fear of being 

wrong. What they don’t know is I would much rather them try than to completely disregard my 

name, simply calling me by my last name because it’s easier for them. It was in the seventh 

grade when I had that experience—many of my teachers were no longer Hispanic. I remember 

the first week of school all my teachers trying their hardest to get my name right. Many of 

them did, and were genuinely happy when they did; they would often call my name in the halls 

to see if they remembered. It was my social studies teacher who stayed with me. After one 

week of trying, he simply gave up on trying to pronounce my name and began calling me “Ms. 

Rodriguez.” It hurt seeing how he gave up after just one week. Nonetheless I accepted this new 

name. It was what happened in the middle of the school year that completely stuck with me 

and not for the better. That social studies teacher was “stuck” with a lot of the Hispanic kids. 

Naturally, we spoke in our native language to communicate faster with each other; he then told 

us “You can’t speak Spanish in my class. Whomever does will  be asked to leave the class.” Me 

and my classmates were in disbelief; this man who we were meant to respect was telling us our 

roots were not allowed in his classroom. When I realized that there were people who weren’t 

genuinely willing to try and who refused to allow something because they simply did not 

understand or weren’t willing to try, I lost all the joy that came with having a “unique” name 

and coming from somewhere different. I stopped having the need to correct and instead began 

to silently nod my head; accepting my new name and future. (Continued on Page 3) 
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 Time has passed after the experience with my social studies teacher. I 

believe I took it harder than anyone else; Spanish was the language I was most 

confident in, but after the words he said to that classful of Hispanics, I began to 

turn away from my roots; I became the quiet girl. At school, Spanish was only 

spoken in Spanish class or when I was spoken to in Spanish. I also began to 

slowly speak more English at home making it harder for my mother to 

understand me. I forced myself to believe that if I let go of my roots just enough, 

I would never have to experience what I did in seventh grade. 

 I now hate myself for making that decision to allow myself to become 

someone I no longer recognize or even wish to be. Yes, life has become 

somewhat easier: I'm able to understand with extreme ease and I’m understood 

just the same; but it is not my life in public of which I am ashamed; instead, it is 

what my life in private has become. My younger sister was more resilient when 

it came to letting go of her roots; she now speaks Spanish with complete ease, 

while I sit by understanding every word and knowing exactly what I want to say 

but can no longer speak it freely. I have become an alien to my own roots. My 

home isn’t what it used to be. I remember music blasting on the weekends as 

me, my sister, and mother sang along at the top of our lungs. Waiting for seven 

p.m. each day for our favorite “novela” to come on while I sat on the floor and 

did my homework because we couldn’t wait to see who the female protagonist 

would choose to be her lover. My life is nothing like this anymore. I don’t know 

when it happened, but I stopped singing along to the songs and instead would sit 

outside and read an English book trying to perfect my pronunciation. I no longer 

sat in front of the television doing homework; instead, I did homework on the 

bus. This way, I no longer had an excuse to be able to sit and watch the “novela” 

with my mother. Sometime after, my mother stopped watching them altogether. 

 Communication is nothing like before. Although my mother worked 

long hours having to speak English to customers, she never let her tongue be 

colonized after working at the same place for 8 years—her accent is as strong as 

ever. Refusing to let herself forget where she came from, her voice always takes 

me back to my childhood. While I—after only a year or two—allowed the world 

to take away my happiness that came from my native language. My accent has 

become “Americanized”. I have forgotten words which my younger self could’ve 

said in a heartbeat—those words which came natural to the little girl I once was, 

are now trial and error with my newfound tongue. 

 Speaking with my mother became a challenge; she refused to speak to 

me in English and I simply could not speak to her in Spanish. I became 

embarrassed of who I was becoming. I stopped speaking in my house altogether. 

My mother would only ask yes or no questions to which I could answer simply 

with a nod or shake of the head. My house was once filled with laughter. The 

eyes of that little girl I once was, always bright and smiling—we talked in-

between smiles after the colonization of my tongue—all that stopped that little 

girl who was once filled with joy and laughter, and she became a young adult 

whose eyes hold no more happiness. My new name became “gringa”. In the last 

sentence of an essay titled “Aria” written by Richard Rodriguez he wrote, “...the 

day I... spoke loudly to an entire roomful of faces, my childhood started to end.” 

He put the thoughts that ran through my head into words.  

 The day I started pushing away my roots, I began losing the little girl 

who found pride in her native tongue. I would like to say that all the shame and 

embarrassment I once felt when speaking my (continued on next column) 

native tongue was entirely gone but I cannot. The truth is, there will 

always be a part of me now that still wishes to silence my native tongue, 

to pull out my roots, and I have found out that it is a constant battle—a 

never-ending one thus far. Some days my roots are those of a white oak 

refusing to be pulled out and some days they are as small as those of a 

simple flower knocked down by the wind. I still find myself refusing to 

speak Spanish in public—I no longer feel shame in it, but I've learned 

that just because we don’t feel it does not mean it isn't there. 

 Often, I find my mother is given dirty looks in stores when 

speaking Spanish and when I notice them, I speak English to show that 

there is nothing to be afraid of because, as I've mentioned before, 

people fear what they don’t understand—some think they do, but they 

have only accepted the stereotypes given to Hispanics and these 

stereotypes are often passed down to other generations. Spanish is often 

related to Mexicans. Once, when I was out running errands with my 

mom, I heard a little girl say, “Dad, look, a Mexican girl!” I didn’t think 

much about it until the little girl—she looked to be around 7 years old—

came up to me after hearing me speak to my mother in Spanish once 

again and she asked me, “When did you come from Mexico?” I turned to 

her and said, “I’m not from Mexico.” Without a second thought, she told 

me “My dad said everyone who speaks Spanish is from Mexico.” I was 11 

years old when another name was added to the pile: this time it was 

“Mexican girl”. I think it was then when I really stopped speaking Spanish 

in public. The thought of people putting me in a group to which I don’t 

belong in was scary. I knew not many were open to Hispanics being in 

America but even less were open to Mexicans being in America. I’ve 

heard what was said about Mexicans—as a kid on social media, I was 

bound to see what really happens when people refuse to open up their 

minds. Rather than seeing someone come to America seeking aid as a 

way to feed their kids, they are seen as trying to “steal jobs”. After 

growing up and seeing how many perceive me and my people, and 

others alike, I've come to terms with the fact that there will never be a 

solution until people begin to be willing to come to the table with open 

minds and be ready to be a part of the conversation. I'm not ashamed of 

my roots, rather scared of how people may react to them.  

 I know over time, names will keep being added to the pile. 

Whether it be my actual name, or a name given to me, has nothing to do 

with my actual name. I will no longer be a bystander and allow my name 

to be changed because it is MY NAME. I know there isn’t much I can do 

when it does happen, but I refuse to sit back and continue to silently nod 

my head. I don’t want to feel the embarrassment that once came with 

my name, but I want the joy I once had with it. I don’t have all the 

answers to the questions I often ask myself, and maybe I never will, but 

I’m willing to do whatever it takes to at least be close to understanding 

them; and hope some are willing to understand me. My name is 

Aleyshka Rodriguez, and I am taking back my name no matter how long it 

takes because unlike Richard Rodriguez whose mother and father—

although trying to help—pushed a language that was not his onto him, 

my mother refuses to let her child be something she knows I will later 

regret. I have a support system; he did too, but mine will be the reason I 

reclaim my name.  

Mi Nombre Es… (My Name Is...) (Continued from Page 2)    
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Born on the Water 

The 1619 Project’s picture book is 

written in verse and chronicles the 

consequences of slavery and the 

history of Black resistance in the 

United States. This book is written 

and presented by Pulitzer Prize-

winning journalist Nikole Hannah-

Jones and Newbery honor-winning 

author Renée Watson. CLRI Hub 

Schools will be the first to use this 

brand new book, along with 

thoughtfully prepared lessons from 

the Office of CLRI, in their class-

rooms. 

Like It or Not, There Has Always Been Diversity Among 
Students in the Classroom  

By: Shafi Chowdhury, Scholars for Social Justice 

Like it or not, there has always been diversity among students 
in the classroom. It is fact that each student is unique. From every 
circumstance, students bring a varying set of values, perspectives, and 
beliefs to the learning environment. Understanding the character of 
students is important in order to become a competent teacher. In fact, 
teachers should be aware and recognize students, as unique individuals, 
all acquire information differently than others. Some of these 
differences are due to developmental variations in cognitive, physical, 
intellectual, moral, emotional, and social changes caused by maturation 
and experience. I hope that kids are able to find a sense of belonging in 
the education system and feel comfortable in schools. 

My family came here to the United States in 2014 when I was 
10 years old. The United States is a country known for a bright future 
and better education. The flight to the US was very nerve-wracking, but 
traveling was a lot of fun. There was a variety of food on the planes and 
in the airports. My first flight was from Bangladesh to Kuwait and then 
finally Kuwait to United States. When I arrived in New York, my uncle 
picked us up from John F. Kennedy airport to go home. I then ate some 
food that was from my culture—Tandoori Chicken, Pulao, and other 
foods as well. I still remember it was very delicious. I rested, because I 
didn’t sleep that much on my whole journey. I was very tired but very 
excited.  I went out and saw many people looking at me. I felt very 
uncomfortable, but I ignored them. I stepped forward, because I wanted 
to go to some new places to see how beautiful America is. Undoubtedly, 
America is the best country in the world. The people who live here are 
great individuals; they help others, give some advice, and respect each 
other. 

Some months later my dad, brother, and uncle took me to PS 
182 Samantha Smith Elementary School (in New York City) for 
admission. My classes began and I really liked my class, and my teachers 
were so polite and nice. 
I stayed at PS 182 for 
5th grade, and I 
graduated from that 
school in 2014. Later for 
middle school, I went to 
one of the good middle 
schools in Queens and 
that school was MS 217 
Robert A. Vayk. I stayed 
at that school from 6th 
grade to 7th grade. 
Suddenly one day, my dad told us that we were moving to Buffalo. He 
bought houses there and I was very shocked. I was angry at first and 
then I started thinking I should move to Buffalo, NY. In May 2017, I 
moved there and started halfway though my middle school year. Later I 
got adjusted to the new city. I was enrolled in the 8th grade at 
International Prep #198. The teachers were so nice and respectful, and I 
made new friends there and it was a very challenging experience for 
me. And then as time passed, I was enrolled as a freshman. My classes 
began and today I’m here. I visited many places in Buffalo such as 
Niagara Falls, Darien Lake, Canalside, and the Outer Harbor. I really 
loved those places. I am currently enrolled as a senior, and over the 
years, I have done a fabulous job in academics and received many 
awards.  

The twin pandemics of racial injustice and Covid

-19 have made a lasting impact on all of us. 

However, the promise of our children’s future 

and the talent, grit, and perseverance I have 

witnessed over the past two years has truly 

given me hope. CLRI has been the driver, guid-

ing this life-changing work. The feedback from 

our distributed Emancipation Curriculum les-

sons has been overwhelmingly positive from 

educators, students, parents, and community 

members. Scholars are learning about the bril-

liance within themselves; a story that has been 

untold for generations. The scholars enrolled in 

our scholar programs have opportunities to 

engage in experiences to enlighten them. Fur-

thermore, our professional development ses-

sions have ignited a flame under our educators 

to embrace this work for the sake of our stu-

dents. The best part is, it is just getting started! 

As additional programs, excursions, and curricu-

lum are being developed and implemented, we 

are moving further along in our journey towards 

racial justice. A journey that is long and hard, 

but worth every obstacle we face as a depart-

ment. Nothing will change or heal overnight, 

but just as a virus can be healed, I believe that 

every step this department takes is just the 

dose we need to continue moving forward 

along the antiracism continuum.  

The CLRI Hub schools have 
been established to create an 
exemplary model of culturally 
and linguistically responsive 
teaching and learning practices 
through full implementation of 
the Emancipation Curriculum. 
They serve as laboratory sites 
and learning spaces for 
developing an ideal classroom 
ecology for culturally relevant 
practices. Through ongoing 
professional learning, strategic 
use of classroom materials, 
artifacts, visuals, and realia in 
the classroom, and 
implementation of culturally 

responsive instructional lessons, these school sites will provide the best well-
rounded and culturally responsive education for our students. They will also serve 
as exemplary models for the rest of the district. 
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CLRI Hub School #54: Dr. George E. Blackman ECC 



 Updates to the Emancipation 

Curriculum include new lessons on Juneteenth, 

Social Justice, Black History Month, The 1619 

Project’s Born on the Water lessons, and The 

1619 Project’s New Origin Story for high school 

grade levels. Continuing the utilization of the 

Black Lives Matter Guiding Principles as a 

framework for emancipatory teaching and 

learning, the Emancipation Curriculum is having 

an indelible positive impact on the lives of all of 

our students as we raise the voices, cultures, 

and humanity of Black and Brown communities 

whose stories and contributions are often 

marginalized in our mainstream curriculum. We continue to receive requests from districts nationwide 

for access to this unique and promising curriculum program. 

 In our schools we have incorporated this curriculum at grades PK-12. Since its inception in 

September 2020, hundreds of lessons have been created by Buffalo Public Schools’ teachers and 

administrators who are committed to social justice for Buffalo Pubic Schools’ scholars. This curriculum has 

reached thousands of students in our district and beyond. In addition, our newly formed CLRI Hub 

Schools have had a sharp focus on this curriculum and serve as excellent models for the rest of the 

schools in the district. 

Educator’s Thoughts on the Emancipation Curriculum: 
"These lessons are extremely informative and tell the stories from a more realistic viewpoint than the 
traditional history books." 
Teacher, MST #197 

"Very thorough and include cross-cutting concepts across disciplines so the lessons I read (which were of a 
social studies focus) could still be used in my science classroom." 
 7th Grade Teacher, BPS #93 

 

"Hopefully these lessons will help the students to value and appreciate the differences among people and 
celebrate them.” 
Spanish Teacher, BPS #32, #43 

You hear the term justice 
And you believe everything is fine.  
Our lives have been impacted, changed, and influenced. 
Every waking moment, we believe and worship our very own justice system.  
We are awakened with the sensation of relief and the hope that justice will be served.  
In truth, we hold on to our sorrow and fear. 
The fear of being failed by our very own system. 
 
Centuries go by without a sense of justice.  
No proper judgment, no proper justice. 
The power relies on your blood not on the truth.  
Waking up in the same body, hoping one day you’ll be as significant as the people you 
walk by.  
 
Justice has not been served. 

Justice 
 By Khadija Nancy, Our Story Project 
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Emancipation Curriculum in Our Schools  I Hope and Dream 
 

By: Sami Woods,  
Our Story Project  

 
 
Boys can like pink. 
Girls can like blue. 
Don’t you think? 
I hope you do. 
 
Boys can like boys. 
Girls can like girls. 
They aren’t your Barbie and Ken toys, 
This isn't a Barbie world. 
 
People without gender? 
We like them too. 
Outside the binary is what I engender, 
If you think that may pertain to you. 
 
For some people their gender is fluid like 
water. 
Going with the flow is what I do. 
They can be your son and your daughter. 
I hope and dream for the acceptance of the 
LGBTQ.  
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HAVE HOPE, an optimistic 
outlook, and the desire for 
certain things to happen  

DREAM BIG and take action to 
make it reality 

KNOW your self-worth  

CHALLENGE yourself and 
expand your thinking 

EMBRACE your mistakes – it’s 
an opportunity for growth 

LEAD with intention 

DON’T BE ASHAMED TO SEEK 
HELP – we can all use a helping 
hand sometimes   

ACCEPT OTHERS that don’t look 
or think like you 

TAKE TIME for self-care 

FIND YOUR PASSION and allow 
it to fulfill you 

LOVE YOURSELF and all your 
imperfections 

BE KIND and SPREAD LOVE 

DON’T BE AFRAID to BE YOU 

-Mrs. Sosa 

Claudine Ewing speaking with the Little Sisters 

Big Sister-Little Sister 
Dialogues 

On January 13, 2022, the Office of CLRI hosted its 

monthly girls only mentoring program. Big Sisters 

and Little Sisters had the honor to listen to 

Channel 2 News Anchor/Reporter Claudine 

Ewing. She spoke on several topics ranging from 

her experiences attending Buffalo Public Schools 

to the importance of self-care. Ms. Ewing 

encouraged the Little Sisters to be confident, 

uplift others around them, support one another, 

to listen and try to understand others point of 

view and to demonstrate empathy. She spoke 

words of wisdom and shared both her personal 

story growing up in Buffalo and highlighted 

stories that she covered over several years as a 

reporter.  It was an enriching experience for all! 

The Importance of Mental 

Health 
By: Nishat Sarker 

Big Sister-Little Sister Dialogues 

 Mental health issues are a prominent issue for many 
individuals. They have a psychological impact on someone’s 
mind, which in turn can affect many aspects of their life. In 
society, mental health is stigmatized often and is seen as ‘weak.’ 
This stigma can be harmful because it can lead to isolation and 
reluctance to seek help. As a community, we should work 
towards breaking this cycle in order to support and validate 
those who are suffering.  

The stigma against mental health can come from a 
lack of understanding and personal beliefs. Mental illness tends 
to be viewed as ‘madness’ or ‘craziness,’ causing people to feel 
alienated, invalidated, and reluctant to admit how they feel to 
someone. This can lead to an increase in harmful behaviors 
because people feel that they cannot turn to someone out of 
fear of being judged. As a student myself, I feel very strongly 
about this subject because I frequently feel anxious and stressed 
out due to school, along with many other students. Although I 
have the privilege of being able to talk to someone when I feel 
this way, many people aren’t able to, due to the negative stigma 
around mental health. This can be a major impediment to the 
quality of life and happiness.  

In order to break this cycle, people need to be able to 
talk openly about mental health and be willing to listen and 
reach out. Some things that you can do daily include reaching 
out to friends and family, offering reassurance, and being 
responsive. Doing so will enable a pathway of communication 
and allow people to talk openly about how they are feeling. I 
hope that in the future, more people become more comfortable 
opening up about the state of their mental health and asking for 
help. This can positively impact our society as a whole because it 
allows for the betterment of relationships, individuals, and is 
inclusive. This doesn’t just apply to people in need of help, it 
also applies to people who are maintaining a state of well-being. 
Raising awareness is an important action to take that can 
significantly impact the lives of many.  

Scholars, My 
Hopes and 
Dreams for 

You… 

By: Niya Sosa 
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My Brother’s Keeper Male Academy 
The 7th and 8th grade Male Academy is having an enriching cultural experience in their 

Saturday Academy Program offered this school year at McKinley High School. Scholars 

have participated in drumming lessons, swim lessons, theatrical performances where they 

are finding their voice at the African American Cultural Center, STEAM opportunities 

where they are building technological devices with the support from the University at 

Buffalo Engineering Program. This past summer they were able to visit Niagara Falls and 

the Niagara Falls Arts Cultural Center, where they studied Harriet Tubman and other 

freedom seekers on the Underground Railroad. They also visited the Naval Park. During the month of February 2022 they will 

participate in a theatrical performance related to the Trayvon Martin story at the African American Cultural Center, titled, 

“Telling Our Truth.” Their Emancipatory Curriculum includes lessons from the 1619 Project and the Great Migration. We are 

thankful to the hardworking teachers and administrators who make this program a reality and a high-

leverage opportunity for our scholars. 



Homelessness     By: J’Vonna Jones, Big Sister-Little Sister Dialogues 
The initial short phrases that come to my mind when I see Hopes and Dreams are to "never give up," "do what you put your mind to," "you can do 

anything," and "always reach your goals." Hopes and Dreams are motivational to some. They hold many meanings.  
The topic I chose was homelessness. I chose this topic because this is a serious issue that people don't talk about. It should be talked about because it 

happens too much each year. There are 372.2 million people in total that are homeless. This year in the U.S. over half a million people became homeless. 
13,000 die in the U.S. because they are homeless. 

When I think about homelessness, I hope for all these people to get homes, food, jobs, etc. I want them to get better and get stable again. If these 
dreams come true, something it would do for me is make me happy that people were able to be helped and made happy again. Somethings it would do for 
society are give back to the community, help the people in need, restore humanity, and help people find their way. 

The actions that need to occur for these hopes and dreams to come true is that the people in the community need to work together so that the 
people in need can get the help that they need to survive and just live life. Working together can bring a huge change to society. When the community comes 
together change can begin to happen, and it wouldn't just be words being brought to the table with no action. Just like the phrase that goes "actions speak 
louder than words," when it comes to issues such as homelessness, actions should indeed speak louder than words. This is about people's lives that could 
possibly be changed with the help of the community and changes being put into action. 

In conclusion, homelessness can be solved if we talk about it more and begin to take action to resolve the issue. Just imagine if that were us out there 
in the streets starving during the winter. No money, clean clothes, family, home; no mentor or guide to help us. We would be begging for a chance to come so 
that we can get help. So, let's do something about it and bring a change to the world.  

 
Here is a beautiful quote that I want to leave you with: 

 

“We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked, and homeless. The poverty of being unwanted, 
unloved, and uncared for is the greatest poverty. We must start in our own homes to remedy 

this kind of poverty.” – Mother Teresa 
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BSLS Gingerbread Houses and Cookie Decorating 

Big Sister – Little Sister Dialogues was in the holiday spirit at their second session on December 9, 2021 
hosted by the Buffalo School of Culinary Arts #355. The session began with a mindfulness moment, led by Dr. 
Morrell, where Big Sisters and Little Sisters practiced breathing techniques to center themselves in 
preparation for the session. Big Sisters and Little Sisters were asked to share what brings them joy, with 
family and loved ones being the common response among many. A Writer’s Workshop followed, where Little 
Sisters were asked to share their hopes and dreams on a topic they feel passionate about, some of which 
include, but are not limited to, community violence, education, racial equity, and domestic violence. With 
the support of their mentors, Little Sisters were engaged in writing and sharing their stories. Finally, to end a 
momentous day, Big Sisters and Little Sisters connected while decorating gingerbread houses and sugar 
cookies. It was truly an engaging and powerful session to witness and be a part of! 
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MBK Fellows 
Our NYS recognized MBK Fellows have 
been engaged in a plethora of activities 
such as the Mastermind Series, a State 
led book study where Fellows across 
NYS come together to discuss key 
themes presented in the books Mad 
Truth and When I Was Puerto Rican. 
Fellows have also volunteered at the 
MBK Male Academy, providing 
mentorship to 7th and 8th grade MBK 
students. Most recently, MBK Fellows 
participated in the African American 
Read Aloud of Born on the Water, in 
celebration of Black History Month. 
Upcoming events include a trip to the 
Harriet Tubman Home and burial 
ground, the Nikole Hannah-Jones 
speaking  engagement at the University 
at Buffalo, and a field excursion to 
Washington, D.C. 

MBK Fellows attend Hamilton. 

https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/91110


LeRoi C. Johnson (above), world renowned artist, will work with 
Buffalo Public Schools scholars for a very special art installation.  

LeRoi C. Johnson Selects 

Buffalo Scholars for Art 

Education Project 

Artist, LeRoi C. Johnson, has selected Buffalo 

Schools for a unique art experience.  Scholars will 

work with Johnson to create a new art installation 

for the Burchfield Penney Art Center that 

represents African American history in the Buffalo 

area.  Johnson is known for his paintings, 

assemblage sculptures, and collages which are 

inspired, influenced, and reflective of African 

American history and his experiences living in the 

inner city of Philadelphia. Scholars will engage in 

paid internships this summer. 

Anthony Ray Hinton 

(left) visited Buffalo 

Public Schools during 

Disproportionality 

training . 

Anthony Ray Hinton 

Presents to Buffalo Schools 

Anthony Ray Hinton spoke at the Buffalo Public 
Schools’ Disproportionality training on December 
15th & 16th, 2021. Mr. Hinton survived for 30 
years on Alabama's death row. His story is a 
decades-long journey to exoneration and 
freedom. In 1985, Mr. Hinton was convicted of the 
unsolved murders of two fast-food restaurant 
managers, based on the testimony of ballistics 
experts for the State who claimed that the crime 
bullets came from a dusty revolver found in Mr. 
Hinton's mother’s closet. Without the benefit of a 
competent expert to challenge the State’s theory 
(Mr. Hinton’s lawyer hired a ballistics expert who 
was blind in one eye), an all-white jury convicted 
Mr. Hinton and he was sentenced to death. Hi 
story is one of the legacy of mass incarceration of 
Black and Brown men in the United States. After 
years of petitioning to have the revolver re-
analyzed, three independent experts concluded 
that the bullets could not have been fired from his 
mother’s revolver. With the assistance of the 
Equal Justice Initiative, led by attorney Bryan 
Stevenson, Mr. Hinton was freed in 2015. Since his 
release, Mr. Hinton has traveled the world sharing 
his story and discussing the changes that need to 
be made to prevent similar injustices from 
happening to other people. In 2018, Mr. Hinton 
published The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life 
and Freedom on Death Row, which was selected 
for Oprah’s Book Club and is a New York Times 
bestseller. In 2019, he was awarded an honorary 
doctorate from St. Bonaventure University. 

The ‘Shining Light’ of Our 
Future is Our Scholars 

 

The Scholars 
for Social Justice Program 
is one of the shining 
lights of hope in our 
district. This program is 
made up of junior and 
senior high school 
scholars, who serve as 
student leaders and 
social justice advocates for their school. 
They are also members of their school’s 
CLRI team and attend disproportionality 
sessions right alongside administrators, 
teachers, and district leaders. Currently, 
the scholars are working with Dr. Angel 
Acosta, an expert in facilitating restorative 
conversations around inequality and 
healing, to become facilitators of their own 
healing-centered mindfulness circles. 
Through raising their voices around social 
justice issues impacting today’s youth, 
they bring multiple perspectives and 
strategic solutions to hot-button topics. 
Their insight, compassion, and fearlessness 
around stating what truly matters provides 
us with hope that through collective action 
and acknowledging and celebrating our 
differences, the world will be a better 
place. There is so much hope and promise 
for this next generation of leaders! My 
dream is that they will be our next 
teachers, lawyers, policy makers, 
government officials, etc. They have so 
much to offer us, in our global society, that 
my hope is that we are all willing and 
ready to listen and let them lead. 

The Scholars for Social Justice (SSJ) Program is made up of 

11th and 12th grade scholars from the Buffalo Public 

Schools. Every year, each high school is invited to choose 

two scholar representatives for its school. These scholars 

participate in the District's Disproportionality Workshop 

Sessions, SSJ-specific training, and their schools' CLRI Teams. 

Scholars engage in literature on critical race theory and 

discuss tenets of youth social justice advocacy. Scholars 

work together to discuss, debate, and reflect on the 

following essential question: What does it mean to learn, 

live, and love as a young person in Buffalo?  

Scholars for Social Justice  
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“I hope that we get to a point where 

people of all races have equal 
opportunities and access to 

resources, whether they are financial, 
educational, or community 

resources.” 
– Brooklyn Bullock, #156 

“In society there's this hyper masculinization of 
black people overall, creating extreme hyper 
masculinization of black men—which holds 

them to a much higher standard. I just dream 
that society would hold white men and black 

men to an equitable standard.” 
– Amaya Sonubi, #195 

Hopes For Healing from the 
Scholars for Social Justice 

“Bring racial equality to 
crimes committed.” 

– Brooklyn Hunley, #212 

“I hope that kids are able to find a 
sense of belonging in the education 

system, and feel comfortable in 
schools.” 

– Jayda Cooper, #212  

By: Nicole Buccilli 
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SSJ SSJ 

Global Scholars 

Why is there inequality and mistreatment on the basis of race? Obviously it relates to illogical beliefs that one race is 

superior to another. And of course it dates back to tragedies like the Trail of Tears, the enslavement of African 

Americans, and the mistreatment of East and West Asian people that has caused these communities to be overlooked in 

the U.S. But why does it actually happen? What causes people to fill with rage and spew hatred to people who don’t 

have the same skin tone as them? This question is why I have hopes and dreams for the world. I have hopes and dreams 

that people will be treated based on their character. I wish that one day people of all races will have equal opportunities 

and access to quality resources—whether they are financial, educational, or community-based. One of the first steps on 

the path to equality for all races is educating people. The only issue with this is that some people refuse new knowledge, 

especially if it convicts them, or their ancestors, of their wrongdoings. People often get defensive or assert, “But that was 

years ago”, which is evidence as to why everyone should be educated on the mistreatment of different races. The mere 

fact that something could have occurred tens or hundreds of years ago, and still has effects on society today, is absurd. Despite roadblocks like such, I can begin 

to achieve my dream by educating myself. I can study the mistreatment of all races of people and the effects that it has had on those communities. I 

can then share my knowledge with peers, friends, and family and encourage them to do the same. While it may only seem like 

a minor step, small hopes and little dreams can lead to massive change.  

Hopes and Dreams for Peace: Racial Inequality 
By: Brooklyn Bullock,  Scholars for Social Justice  
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Students in grades 5-7 from schools #67, #74, #76, #79, #80, #81, #89, #92, 
#93, #94, #156, and #195 participate in the Global Scholars program which 
provides our students with opportunities to build global learning 
competencies while communicating with their peers across the globe. 
There are more than 13,000 participating students from approximately 47 
cities including schools in 16 U.S cities and 31 international cities. The 
Global Scholars program, which is led by the Office of CLRI, is a unique 
collaboration between our CAI, CLRI, and IT departments. Phenomenal 
leadership and direct support in the schools is conducted by Instructional 
Technology Coaches Jeffrey Filippelli and Michael McLaughlin.  
 
The program’s associated multimedia projects invite our Global Scholars to 
explore connections between this year’s theme of Food, Cities, and Our 
Future—Building healthy, sustainable, and equitable food systems to the 
city of Buffalo. Currently, students are working on Unit 3 of the five-unit 
study. They are using Microsoft Sway to collaboratively communicate 
findings of food security in our community and share with their 
international peers.  
 
The students from Ms. Reiss’ sixth-grade class at PS 195 City Honors had 
the opportunity to interview Dr. Samina Raja, Associate Dean for Research 
and Inclusive Excellence at the University of Buffalo’s School of Architecture 
and Planning. She shared the importance of learning about how food 
systems work and the need for innovative solutions to increase 
sustainability and equitability in communities. This interview was recorded 
and shared with all our participating schools.  

Global Scholars Community Research: 

Improving Our Neighborhoods  

          While all of our Scholars are doing phenomenal work, we are thrilled to 
announce that the Global Scholars Program highlighted some of our Meet the Global 
Scholars Unit 1 projects. These projects, designed by students from PS 79 William J. 
Grabiarz School of Excellence and PS 94 West Hertel Elementary, will be shared with 
the international community as exemplary work. Please join us in congratulating these 
students for the way they showcased Buffalo for their peers from around the globe. 
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Our Story Project  
The Our Story Project is made up of 9th to 12th grade 

scholars from across the Buffalo School District. This 

summer, the Our Story Project scholars will be 

engaged  with Roswell Park Cancer Institute as their 

paid internship site, where they will focus on various 

aspects of STEM education and communities of color. 

Approximately 20 scholars  will study the Henrietta 

Lacks story as part of a 

specialized curriculum 

developed by Roswell 

Park and in collaboration 

with CLRI, where healthcare inequities and the 

importance of careers in the STEM field to address racial 

inequalities and biases in the sciences and medical fields. 

This 4-week summer program will undoubtedly make an 

indelible imprint on the lives and career choices of our 

scholars. 

Hope and Dreams 

When I think of “Hope and Dreams'' my mind instantly travels to my future. Will I be happy, 
will I be successful, will I be stable? My mental health has shaped the way I look at the world. 
You start to view life differently when you realize life isn’t just unicorns and rainbows. That not 
being able to play outside or spend time with your friends is not the worst thing that can 
happen to you. That the lows can get lower, but the highs can also be higher. You start to 
appreciate every aspect of your life more when you get a glimpse of how worse it can be. Life 
for me at a young age was great. I was happy, although emotional, I was happy. I didn't think 
that that could all change. Until one day it did. Until one day you start to feel not as happy. 
Until one day you feel like you're alone. Until one day you feel like you're misunderstood. Until 
one day the constant feeling of happiness is replaced with the drowning feeling of sorrow. 
That was me. That one day for me was in March of 2019. I became lost. I questioned 
everything that changed. How? Why me? What did I do to deserve this? When would I be 
better? Where did all these negative emotions stem from? Life became a constant roller 
coaster of emotions. I didn’t know what to do. This continued for months on end. I started to 

 As students produce and create virtual 
field experiences, they will develop the following 

skills: critical thinking, cross-cultural collaborations, creativity, and problem solving. Participants in this program will 
incorporate local, regional, and national institutions, historical sites, and cultural events that focus 

on the history and culture of historically marginalized communities of color. 

In 2021, The Office of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Initiatives, in conjunction with 
the Instructional Technology Department, was awarded the Learning Technology Grant through New 
York State. This exciting opportunity will allow students to learn through technology exploration.  
  
The goal of this program is to provide technical learning opportunities that highlight the history and 
culture of African American, Latinx, Native American, and New American communities; and 
accommodate students who are interested in the STEAM curriculum and educational experiences. It is 
designed to support students that are from traditionally underrepresented communities in the STEAM 
fields. 
 
Participants will create culturally and linguistically responsive virtual libraries of field trip experiences. 
These experiences will align with New York State standards in Science, Art, Social Studies, English 
Language Arts, and Career and Technical Education. 
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Learning Technology Grant Supports the CLRI SPARRCC Program 

By: Sha-Nai Jackson, Big Sister-Little Sister Dialogues  

Society 
We have a problem that needs solving 
If we keep ignoring it, It will become a burden on 
the future generation 
It’ll be helpful if our mistakes don’t take a toll on 
our children or our children’s children 
The hope of us being together 
The hope of us striving together 
The hope there is a light 
And a vision of us prospering 
So, don’t make mistakes that will become a burden 
Let’s recover in harmony 
Let our legacy be about love and not hate 
Let there be justice 

Our Blunders Become 
Their Burdens 

By: Dominique Peters 

tell myself that I could never make it out of this. That this 
was my forever. This constant feeling of suffocation and 
anxiety was what my future was to look like. This constant 
battle with myself in my head seemed never ending. Until I 
decided to get help. I started to put myself first. I went to 
therapy, and I fought to be where I am today. And where I 
am today isn’t even fully where I know I can be. I am only 
reaching the brink of my potential. So, when I think of 
hopes and dreams, not only is it my successful career, but 
it's my happiness. Hope for me stems from my mental 
health. Hope that I will be successful. Hope that I will 
continue to be happy. Hope that I will make it through 
every battle that I face, every sharp turn in the road. 
Dreams for me stem from my mental health as well. Before 
my life changed for the better, I had unrealistic views of 
life. But after all my trials and tribulations, I feel powerful, I 
feel able, and I have faith in myself. I know that any dream 
that I have, I have the strength to do because of what I’ve 
been through. I will be great. I will be successful. I will 
continue to thrive. I will be happy. 
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Healing 
By: Yajaira Toro 

 Healing is a powerful word that is 
strongly being discussed all around the world.  
Healing stems from an individual’s desire to 
progress or heal from emotional, physical, or 
mental trauma. In the last 2 years, we have faced 
challenges that have attacked our social well-
being, emotional and mental state, and physical 
abilities.  Healing must become contagious all 
around the world.  

Healing to me manifests itself in many 
ways—laughing, crying, and being mentally and 
socially relaxed in a common place that’s not 
filled with negative energy or pessimistic 
thoughts.  My self-worth and self esteem must be 
calibrated to adhere to the process of Healing. 
My mental and physical state must be ready and 
willing to accept all that Healing has to offer. 
Healing to me is a priority that we must complete 
to progress the path of Life. 

Lorna C. Hill Speaking Contest Rolled 
Out Across the District 

The Lorna C. Hill Speaking Contest is an exciting new opportunity for students to 

showcase and hone their public speaking and performance talents, as well as edify 

their voices by performing text excerpts, poems, prose, or monologues. Students will 

use a wide selection of Black and African American authors from the Canon of Black 

Literature to perform on stage. All high school students district-wide were invited in 

December 2021 to join this fun and exciting contest. Moving forward, preliminary 

contests will be organized by teacher leaders and will take place in each high school. 

Scholars who place in the school-based preliminary contest will compete in 

the Lorna C. Hill Speaking Contest Finals at the Ujima Theatre Company in April 

2022. Prizes will be awarded to final contest winners and include an anthology from 

the Canon of Black Literature, a theater internship opportunity, and a trip to New 

York City to attend a Broadway play!  

Global Warming 
By: Jaden Coronado,  MBK Fellow 

          Global warming is a problem that's affecting our entire planet. Our atmosphere is being polluted by the millions of factories and cars and other 
machines that run on fossil fuels. The pollutants from these factories and cars, are turning into greenhouse gasses. A lot of the heat from the sun naturally 
bounces off the surface of the earth and goes back into space, but the greenhouse gasses that are building up in our atmosphere are absorbing that heat, 
causing our planet to rise in temperature. Thanks to the change in temperature, our polar ice caps are melting and sea levels are rising. Not only that, the 
increase in temperature is causing more wildfires, droughts, floods, and stronger storms.  
          I have such strong feelings against global warming because it’s not only affecting our planet, but it’s affecting us and the wildlife that lives on earth. 

When I think of global warming I’m reminded of the thousands of different species that are possibly facing extinction because of climate change. I hope that 

someday all people are educated about global warming and make an effort to help stop it. If we can put an end to global warming, it will stop the increase of 

greenhouse gasses and hopefully bring the temperature of our planet back to normal. This could save the future of coral reefs that are dying because of 

temperature changes and it could decrease the rate of natural forest fires and hopefully put an end to many other problems that are caused by climate 

change. Things that we can do in our daily lives to reduce our emissions are: lower our heating and cooling and switching to LED lightbulbs and energy-

efficient electric appliances. You could also switch to an electric car. With more cheaper models coming on the market, electric cars can help reduce air 

pollution and cause significantly fewer greenhouse gas emissions than gas or diesel-powered vehicles. You can go to “un.org” to find more actions that you 

can take to help put an end to global warming. Please help to make our world a better and healthier place, you may be only one person, but your choices 

create a huge impact for the future of our planet.   

https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/98585
https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/98585
https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/98585
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Love  
By: Nevaeh Foster, Our Story Project 

Hey Grandma, Grandpa, Uncle, and Auntie! 
I want to tell you something important. 
I really hope you don’t get mad at me. 
I hope you still love me after this. 
 
I like boys. 
 
Excuse me? 
Is this a phase? 
It better be. 
I don't want you to be a pansy. 
Man up boy, 
get a grip. 
 
Get a grip? Become a pansy? 
What? Why? 
Don’t you want me to be happy? 
 
You can be happy with girls, 
Girls only. 
Now go outside and grab that basketball. 
 
Why? I thought you wanted to get to know 
me. 
I've been trying to show you how I wish to be. 
Now you shut me down and tell me how YOU 
want me to be. 
I’ve always dreamed to be happy. 
I’ve always hoped you’d accept the real me. 
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Urban Forum 2022  
 The Buffalo Public School District and the 
Office of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive 
Initiatives is proud to host the 7th Annual Urban 
Forum on March 15, 2022, where Columbia Teacher's 
College Professor,  Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz, will serve as 
guest speaker.   
 Dr. Sealey Ruiz, a national expert on racial 
literacy, will include in her keynote,  discussions 
about racial literacy concepts and practical 
application when interacting with others in our work 
and our everyday lives. Boldly embracing healing 
spaces, Dr. Ruiz will discuss concepts of healing 
educational spaces that support academic 
achievement, allowing participants to dig deeper into 
the Racial Literacy Development Framework. This 
professional discussion and learning opportunity will 
bolster the district’s efforts in implementing best 
practices for implementation of emancipatory 
curriculum and pedagogy, while addressing the need 
for socio-emotional healing spaces in our schools and 

classrooms.  
 Dr. Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz’s research has appeared in several top-tier academic journals. She 
is co-editor of four books and is co-author of Advancing Racial Literacies in Teacher Education: 
Activism for Equity in Digital Spaces where she examines her concept of Archeology of Self in 
education.  Yolanda appeared in Spike Lee’s “2 Fists Up: We Gon’ Be Alright” (2016), a documentary 
about the Black Lives Matter movement and the campus protests at Mizzou. Her first full-length 
collection of poetry, Love from the Vortex & Other Poems, was published in March 2020. Her 
sophomore book of poetry, The Peace Chronicles, was published in July, 2021. We look forward to 
seeing everyone there! 

Big Sister-Little Sister  

Dialogues Welcomed  

Dr. Callie Johnson 
On November 12th, 2021, the Office of CLRI and the Uncrowned Queens 

Institute welcomed Dr. Callie Johnson as the Big Sister-Little Sister 

Dialogues guest speaker. Dr. Johnson is the Director of Communications 

and Community Engagement at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery. Dr. Johnson 

spoke to the young women about finding their passions, achieving their 

goals, and staying true to themselves.  
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2021-2022 School Year 

BPS Offers New 

Puerto Rican History 

and Culture Course 

The Office of CLRI and the Western New York 
Hispanic Heritage Council teamed up to develop an 
all-new Puerto Rican History and Culture Course. 
Buffalo Public School teachers served on a committee 
to help develop units and write lessons that highlight 
important Puerto Rican history, influential art and 
architecture from Puerto Rico, and the incorporation 
of Puerto Rican culture into the thread of the United 
States' development and society. 

This unique course is offered at Olmsted High School 
and Lafayette International High School for the 2021-
2022 school year and is open to any 11th and 12th 
grade student as a Social Studies elective. There are 
plans to offer this course at even more schools in the 
2022-2023 school year. This full-year course is 
divided into ten units. The units focus on history such 
as the Taino people of Puerto Rico, the enslavement 
of Africans who were taken to the island of Puerto 
Rico against their will, the arrival of the Spanish, the 
educational system in Puerto Rico, the incorporation 
of Puerto Rico to the United States, street art, music, 
dance, the Puerto Rican influence on Buffalo, NY, and 
much more.  
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Hope and Dream for Love 

By: Izzah Ringer , MBK Fellow 

 What are your hopes and dreams? Are hopes and dreams things we know we 
could do or things we wish could be done? I would say my hopes and dreams are to 
provide stability and help fulfill the dreams of people I love. I’m focusing specifically on 
hopes and dreams of love within society, rather than my personal hopes and dreams. 

In my opinion love has been diminished of its original role in society and needs 
to be improved upon. There are different types of love—love for a personal interest, love 
for an individual, or even simply loving life (which I think is most important). The main one 
I will discuss is love for an individual, how this type of love affects society, and what can 
be improved. In my opinion, love for an individual is broken into two kinds, romantic love 
and expressive love, if you will. 

 Romantic love being a connection between two people usually in a relationship. 
Nowadays people want attention and affection from a person, once received, and they 
feel a few butterflies, now they’re “in love”. I feel people should get used to loving 
themselves before anyone else. As we grow, we realize how much we don’t need another 
person with us to live a happy life. I think people of my age group and younger have 
grown to think a partner is needed. We as humans are programmed to want attention 
and validation, and for a lot of people that’s what a relationship does. Once the 
relationship ends this form of validation from being in love is gone. Putting the 
“relationship” over their own priorities may have seemed right at first, but once the 
relationships ends, everything they did on a routine basis changes and they are left 
confused on what’s next. Now they’ve got Rod Wave on repeat, posting sad quotes on 
Facebook, and just deeming themselves worthless. When in actuality, everything going on 
before they met this person is still relevant, and if from the start they made it a priority to 
love themselves, losing someone wouldn’t be so hard. To sum it up, the idea of love in a 
relationship has been so blurred. It should be taken more seriously and maybe even 
taught to younger kids to love themselves, because love isn’t always mutual. 

 Expressive love is a form of security and kindness towards someone and 
showing others you care. I think expressive love can be something as small as giving the 
less fortunate food or money. But it can also be something like taking a bullet for your 
brother. Okay, that got a little dark, but you get the point. Expressive love shows you care 
and can represent a connection you have with another person. In my opinion, society 
lacks love in general. I mean everyone is so focused on their own life and story, what does 
talking to the cashier at 7 Eleven do for you? Who knows, maybe he needed someone to 
talk to and the conversation sparked an interest of yours, or even crazier it’s an old friend 
from middle school. 

This is all opinion based and hypotheticals, but some may argue, everything 
happens for a reason, and what goes around comes around. If more people spread love 
and kindness even in the slightest ways, society as a whole would become happier. Love 
should be the top priority, and that is my hope and dream. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aYb2QthOzo2u5fZ3390hJ3qm3fvLs_rX/view
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Distinguished Parents & 
Caregivers Speak to BPS Staff  
During Kickoff CLRI Training 

for 2022 

CLRI Book Study:  
Four Hundred Souls 

 
 
On Thursday, January 20th, the Office of CLRI facilitated the third session of 
the CLRI Book Club, featuring the book, Four Hundred Souls, edited by Ibram 
X. Kendi and Keisha N. Blain. This book covers the 400-year history of African 
Americans, beginning with their arrival in 1619 and leading up to present day 
issues. The session was launched with a video from the Equal Justice Institute 
on the Reconstruction Era that connected to key themes from Parts 6, 7, & 8 
of the book, covering history from 1819 
- 1939. Participants engaged in a deep 
conversation on the impact of racial 
terror, segregation, and discrimination 
during this time and their impact on 
African American families’ ability to 
achieve generational wealth today. As 
Rebekah Scaglione, an art teacher from 
McKinley High School stated, “I find 
myself re-reading passages and then 
googling and googling and looking up 
words, history, and notable people the 
writers mention and the writers 
themselves. I find myself then piecing 
together how we got to where we are 
today and having these moments where 
this makes so much sense why we are 
here. And then I am angry because I feel 
like my upbringing and education has let me down. I feel shame that I don't 
know this history, and then I am brought to the present moment watching 
my amazing high school students passing in front of me in the hallways 
during passing periods and in my classroom, watching their day-to-day 
moments and their realities and the compounding of all of this history 
playing out in their everyday lives.” Another participant reflected on her 
reading of the book and added, “What resonates with me is that it makes me 
get in touch with the story beneath my skin ... I am humbled by my 
ancestors’ resilience!” The Office of CLRI looks forward to engaging in  
courageous conversations at  future book studies in the 2022-2023 school 
year. 

The Office of CLRI 
kicked off the 2021-
2022 series of 
Disproportionality 
Sessions on October 
6th & 7th by hosting a 
Panel Discussion with 
Distinguished Parents 
and Caregivers. 
Panelists responded 
to a series of 
questions on topics 

that included: building relationships, sustaining a culturally 
responsive and welcoming environment, issues or race and racism 
and how they impact our children, the COVID-19 Pandemic, and 
violence impacting our community.  
 
Following the panel discussion, participants were led through a 
healing-centered mindfulness moment by Dr. Angel Acosta. Dr. 
Acosta began by affirming the importance of teachers and 
administrators in the school when he said, “Educators are essential 
workers!” He also acknowledged the stress and burnout we are all 
enduring at this time with the increased demands on educators. Dr. 
Acosta spoke to how it is important to be aware of the educational 
times we are in, in order for us to center healing around issues of 
implicit bias and racism. Participants were asked to name how they 
were feeling in order to process emotions and experiences and move 
through these emotions, and thus, feeling a little bit lighter by the 
end of the session. At the conclusion, participants were deeply 
thankful to Dr. Acosta, who provided a moment for them to center 
themselves and place space between what is coming up and their 
own responses 
to a stimuli—
enabling them 
to show up as 
their best 
selves for our 
students! 
 
The combination of hearing from parents and engaging in a healing 
centered moment created a welcoming, supportive, and brave space 
for participants to learn and grow together. Feedback from 
participants highlighted the life-changing nature of this work, and its 
strong impact on our scholars.  
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Powerful Disproportionality Training 

Focuses on Hope and Healing 
On November 18, 2021, the Office of CLRI facilitated a powerful Disproportionality Culturally Responsive Education Training Session centered on the theme 
of Hope and Healing for Humanity. The session began with participants reflecting on the African American experience of the Great Migration. Participants 
shared many compelling personal experiences and how their own experiences connect to the Great Migration and other immigration experiences. The 
quote from Isabel Wilkerson, “African Americans had to flee the land of their 
birth to be recognized as the citizens they were,” was very thought-
provoking. Throughout their reflections on this quote, participants 
recognized the gifts, bravery, and brilliance of our African American brothers 
and sisters that were brought to the forefront as a result of the Great 
Migration.  
 
Following this engaging introduction, breakout sessions were opened. 
Participants were first taken through the journey of Anthony Ray Hinton’s life 
story—a man who was wrongfully imprisoned and sentenced to death for 28 
years, before his conviction was overturned and he was freed in 2015! 
Through video clips and an excerpt from his book, The Sun Does Shine, 
participants considered connections between Mr. Hinton’s story and the 
school-to-prison pipeline, as well as how he centered hope and joy, even in 
dire circumstances. Next, participants reflected on the key ideas from the 
Great Migration and compared them to poignant topics in the book Caste, by 
Isabel Wilkerson, which is also the Disproportionality district book study this 
year.  
 
Continuing with the theme of Hope and Healing for Humanity, the Scholars 
for Social Justice had the opportunity to attend their own training session 
with Dr. Angel Acosta, which focused on teaching them how to lead their 
own healing-centered mindfulness sessions. The Office of CLRI is looking forward to partaking in these powerful sessions with our Scholars!  
 

Dr. Acosta working with the Scholars for Social Justice student representatives from each high school.  
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Buffalo School Scholars Attend 

the Play, Hamilton 
 The innovative educational program that debuted at Hamilton on Broadway 
continued in Buffalo Public Schools. Shea’s Theater Company brought interactive 
workshops to CLRI Saturday Academy on December 18, 2021.  This educational 
programming, known as Hamilton Education Program, or EduHam, showcases American 
history and the Hamilton musical for Title 1 schools. Before the students attended the 
show, teachers guided them through a unique, hands-on class project using Gilder 
Lehrman Institute resources to introduce the students to the people, events, and 
documents of the founding era in American History. In addition, the students learned 
how Lin-Manuel Miranda, the creator of Hamilton, incorporated primary sources into 
the songs he wrote for the show; the students then used that knowledge to produce 
their own performance pieces. To support these projects, the Gilder Lehrman Institute 
has created student and teacher guides for classroom use and an exclusive website 
featuring primary sources and videos to facilitate student research.  
 During the last day of school before the Buffalo Schools’ winter recess, 
scholars from Office of CLRI programs had the opportunity to attend the play, Hamilton. 
Participants from Big Sister-Little Sister Dialogues, Scholars for Social Justice, My 
Brother’s Keeper Fellows, and Our Story Project, along with select star scholars from 
participating high schools, gathered from across the district for this event. The day 
kicked off with a luncheon, hosted by Emerson School of Hospitality and the New 
Buffalo School of Culinary Arts and Hospitality Management, where students enjoyed a 
wide variety of food and desserts. After the luncheon, students traveled to the historic 
Shea’s Theater to see the live performance of the award winning production of 
Hamilton. The production was only in Buffalo, NY for a short time, making this a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity.  
 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-and-events/hamilton-education-program/about-hamilton-education-program
https://definitions.uslegal.com/t/title-1-school/
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Letters from Anne and Martin 

Performances 
 The Office of CLRI is honored to partner with the Anne Frank Center 

for Mutual Respect to bring the Letters from Anne and Martin performance to 

the Buffalo Public Schools. The Anne Frank Center has multiple locations 

throughout the country, and the world. Letters from Anne and Martin uses 

entries from Anne Frank’s personal diary and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter 

from Birmingham Jail” to show the similarity in racial prejudice throughout the 

world in our shared history, and how we are still addressing these same issues 

today. Performances took place at MST #197, Olmsted High School #156, and 

Harriet Ross Tubman School #31 in October 2021. Additional performances 

were held at Burgard High School #301 and City Honors #195 in January 2022.   

 The Anne Frank Center continued to work with Buffalo schools in 

January, in a combined effort to bring students together and prepare them to 

teach their peers about racism in our society and Anne Frank’s story. Buffalo 

Public School students from Burgard High School and City Honors High School 

worked with students from Nichols High School through student workshops 

and exhibits.  

 Scholars also had an opportunity to use their training and expertise to 

become docents for an Anne Frank Center performance at Kleinhan’s Music 

Hall. We are very proud of our BPS representatives!  

https://youtu.be/liahk2ymAQM


School 43 Love Joy: Principal Orniece Hill 

Hope and Healing for Humanity 
 The theme “Hope and Healing for Humanity” connects to the students and school community at School 43 in numerous ways. Two of our school’s 
big rocks include being a restorative school and providing a wide array of student engagement. Healing practices like our morning restorative circles are 
necessary, especially during times of trauma; and engaging our students and families has created an atmosphere where our students feel like they belong. 
These practices bring restoration and hope to individual lives, the classroom, and the wider Lovejoy community. Our staff knows that it takes a village, and we 
strive to uplift our students and cultivate their joy each day.  
 The love and relationships students feel part of when they enter School 43 is evident when they walk in with eager smiles and a desire to be in the 
welcoming environment we’ve created. Children are greeted by warm and caring staff as they enter the building and their classrooms. As they walk through 
the halls, they see photographs and images of cultures that represent their own. We are also currently working on a “heritage table” that displays the images 
and names of impactful changemakers from all cultures.  
 When students enter their classrooms, they know they can share their feelings and insights in a morning restorative circle. They learn values such as 
empathy, compassion, interconnection, trust, respect, and learn so much from listening to a variety of perspectives. This year our school has partnered with 
Buffalo State’s Anne Frank Project to further develop our morning circle practices. Students develop a deeper connection with each other, and their voices 
and insights are valued. This is extremely healing for students who crave loving presence, connection, and care. Classrooms also take time for daily 
mindfulness and movement which cultivates peace of mind, healing, and wise actions.  

 Furthermore, family communication is valued, and teachers take time to share 
positive interactions on a regular basis through Class Dojo updates, phone calls, 
homeroom newsletters, and personal invitations to attend our Saturday academies, which 
are infused with culturally responsive activities. We opened the school year with the 
School 43 Family Connection project, so our students could share information about their 
families’ practices, values, cultures, and traditions. Students took pride in sharing family 
photos which are proudly displayed with their project in hallways and classrooms.  
 Culturally responsive practices bring both hope and healing to students and 
families. The implementation of the Emancipation Curriculum has truly cultivated joy in 
classrooms with the infusion of music, literature, videos, movement, and art. Increasing 
student engagement through sharing impactful music, art, and literature that speaks to 
love, interconnection, and social justice issues is incredibly powerful. Revealing truths and 
sharing history and stories from a variety of perspectives has been eye-opening. Students 
have been exposed to local changemakers in Buffalo so they can see all the hope that 
surrounds our city. Students and teachers are thirsty for more knowledge and are eager to 
be part of the change they want to see in the world. When students feel that they are 
valued and their gifts are recognized, they begin to envision how they can be more lovingly 

engaged with the world around them to create greater peace, justice, and hope in our world. Children have the natural desire to love and care for each other 
and the world and they are passionate about what is true and unifying. Lovejoy Discovery 43 prioritizes educating the whole child, socially, emotionally, and 
intellectually. We are dedicated to bringing greater hope and healing with a wide range of meaningful practices.  
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School 94 West Hertel: Hope and Healing: Principal Cecelie Owens 

Hope, healing, and humanity—these qualities are all necessary for our community after the shared 
trauma of 2020. West Hertel has already been on a journey of hope and healing as we’ve moved out of 
receivership and transformed into a school in good standing. We have overcome many obstacles as OWLS--
servicing high populations of Special Education students and English Language Learners. This drive towards 
student achievement was not lost during the pandemic, but there was definitely a renewed need for healing 
as our students returned to school. Hope, healing and humanity needs to start with our teachers feeling 
supported with the work they are charged with doing in order to increase student achievement. We are 
working towards this goal with the recent establishment of our Collaboratorium—a space where all the tools 
and resources teachers need to inspire student achievement are readily available. Positive student outcomes 
are our upmost priority as a school community. It is a shared goal of parents, students, teachers, and 
administrators. With the Collaboratorium, teachers can find a renewed sense of hope and healing for our 
students, built around compassion, sympathy ,and generosity—which in turn brings hope and healing to the 
greater school community. 



Hope and Healing at 

Dr. George E. Blackman School of Excellence 

Principal Gregory Johnson 
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The COVID pandemic set our students back not 
only academically, but socially and emotionally. Before the 
pandemic, our building focused on the whole student and 
providing support to help them be successful scholars and 
children in society. As a community school, our approach 
began with analyzing disaggregated data, and identifying 
areas that were our biggest challenges and/or concerns. Our 
CLRI Action Plan focused on providing additional resources 
to students and families that fell into these categories. As 
the students return to in-person learning for the 2021 school 
year, this work continues with a heavier focus on addressing 
the increased social and emotional needs our students face. 
To address these needs, our building has revamped the Tier 
1 PBIS Initiative by creating a committee whose sole 
responsibility is to collaborate and implement building-wide 
initiatives to help inspire hope, and healing our students.  

Hopes & Dreams 
School 92: Principal Karen Gantz 

School 89: Hopes, Dreams, 
and Our Community 

Principal Natasha Hendricks 

In our school community, we are working 
diligently to incorporate a strong social-emotional 
curriculum which aligns with the theme Hope and Healing 
for Humanity. Each day, there is a period dedicated to an 
open platform (circles or advisory period) for our students 
to respond to prompts that explore their feelings, values, 
needs, hopes, and dreams for their future. These 
discussions are open, honest, and center around a theme 
of hope for our students to understand their potential and 
use the coping strategies we are teaching them to be able 
to move their lives forward. In addition, we work diligently 
to address the individual student needs that require more 
intensive intervention, so our students learn to develop 
healthy relationships. Our hope is that as we move 
forward, our broad interventions to help children feel 
heard and respected will be effective, and our children will 
move into a world where Hope and Healing for Humanity 
is the norm. 
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The theme Hope and Healing for Humanity is connected to our school and community 
in numerous ways. Being an early childhood center, focused on pre-kindergarten through 
fourth grade, we have a majority of our population who have either never been in school, or 
who may not have been in school since the 2019-2020 school year, with as little as 2 years of 
school before the Covid Shut Down. The last time our fourth-grade students had a full year of in
-person instruction was during the 2018-2019 school year. When these ten-year-olds were 
seven, their schooling was cut brutally short and so were their social interactions with their 

peers. They went from forming relationships with 
other students, in a newly developing 
independence, and awareness of their place in 
the world, to being cloistered in their homes – 
only seeing friends and their peers through 
screens or during limited school interactions. 
Compounded on these factors are the issues 
revolving around related services that students 
would receive through the school such as 
occupational, physical, behavioral, and speech 

therapy. As if these factors weren’t enough for these young learners to have to navigate, 
seemingly the world itself also imploded. Social issues came to the forefront of the community 
with racial injustices that dominated headlines, social media, community activism, and family 
conversations. With our students back in school, we can begin the healing process for many of 
the issues that our oldest learners have had to face. In order to engage and reacclimate the 
students to interaction with instruction and each other, we implemented the use of an 
interactive display celebrating Black history. The exploratory nature of the activity reintroduces 
students to academic expectations through a playful activity. The visually inviting display 
created excitement in the learning process for the students. We have hope for our youngest 
learners that the trauma-informed practices and culturally responsive educational practices will 
build a strong foundation for them to be the next leaders in social injustice activism and 
awareness. 

During these unprecedented times  
Now more than ever  
– there is a need to rediscover our hopes and 
purpose that will trigger a healing process  
 
Hope for our students and families  
Hope for our teachers and staff  
Hope for our administrators  
Even though, hope may be a personal search 
– it is also a community effort 
Where we support each other to find hope 
and purpose in the midst of the difficulties 
and struggles 
 
This way, we will heal together. 

School 3  D'YOUVILLE PORTER CAMPUS:  
HOPE FOR OUR FUTURE 

PRINCIPAL FREDDY BARRERA 



MBK My Lady and I Dance  
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Saturday Academy with CLRI Scholars:  
Our Story Project 

Anne Frank Center 
Workshops 
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Our Story Project at African American Cultural Center 

Finding Their Voice  
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Artist in Residence, LeRoi C. Johnson Shares His Artwork 
with the Our Story Project 
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Solange Knowles Tours the Buffalo Public Schools 

for the St. Heron Art Project 
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Distinguished Scholars for Social Justice 
Launch African American History Month 

with Born on the Water Read –In 
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Scholars attend the UB Distinguished Speaker Series 

Featuring Pulitzer Prize Winning Journalist, Nikole Hannah-Jones 
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