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• Breathe
• Listen to understand
• Speak your own truth
• Assume positive intentions
• Respect the view points of others
• Respectful comments and language at all times
• You may choose to write in the chat or “pass”

NORMS



• To reduce noise and increase engagement, 

participants will be muted. 

• During open courageous dialogues, please use the 

Raise Your Hand feature if you would like to 
respond to the whole group.

• Please use the Chat Box / Comments section to 
engage in dialogue and answer questions.

Virtual Engagement Protocols



Policing Communities of Color



Ahmaud Arbery
25 years old

Son, Brother, Family Man



Breonna Taylor
26 years old

Daughter, Essential Worker - EMT



George Floyd
46 years old

Father, Brother, Uncle, Security Guard



Which act of 
taking a knee will 
Americans decry 
as an offensive 

violation of 
patriotic values 

and 
constitutional 

rights?



These 2 photos were 
both taken during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

What observations 
can you make?

Please type into the chat.

The Guardian
Poppy Noor, Mon 4 May 2020



New York City: Mom Arrested in Front of Child



Buffalo: Traffic Stop Leads to Beating of a Man



What’s happening now…



What’s happening now…



What’s happening now…



DATA: Social Distancing Violations

40 people arrested

in Brooklyn
(3/17/2020 – 5/4/2020)

• 35 – Black

• 4 – Latinx

• 1 – White

The Guardian, 5/8/2020

374 summons handed out

by NYPD across NYC
(3/16/2020 – 5/5/2020)

• 81% Black or Latinx

Time.com (NYPD data), 5/8/2020

At least 120 arrests

across NYC
(3/16/2020 – 5/5/2020)

• 68% Black

• 24% Latinx

• 8% Non-Black/Non-Latinx

Time.com (New York Times Data), 5/8/2020



Questions for Distinguished Panelist, Attorney Samuel Alba

At this time, there are mass demonstrations, 
protests, and riots in our country and abroad.

From a legal standpoint, what do you believe should 
occur to ensure new civil rights for people of color?

What are your thoughts on the arrest of Mr. Chauvin 
and the delayed arrests of the other former officers?



– Open Courageous Conversation –
Please type your response into the chat / comments.

We will also elicit a few volunteers.

Bryan Stevenson states,
“After emancipation, Black people once seen as less than fully 

human ‘slaves’, were seen as less than fully human ‘criminals.’”

Is there a historic lineage to the criminalization 
of African Americans and police brutality today?



Questions for Distinguished Panelist, Dr. Angel Acosta

At this time, can you please give us some context 
as to what is going on in New York City and 

Nationally regarding policing communities of 
color during this pandemic?

How is this related to your research on trauma 
and racial healing?



Inequities in Education



The Digital Divide
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Questions for Distinguished Panelist, Dr. Jevon Hunter

Quoted from the article,
“What if We… Don’t Return to School as Usual”:

“The question confronting us at the moment is not can we prepare to 
come back differently but will we?”

How should inequalities be addressed for
children of color post pandemic?



Question for Distinguished Panelist, Dr. Angel Acosta

What culturally responsive and healing 
education practices do government and school 

officials need to implement RIGHT NOW to 
address the racial disparities illuminated by the 

COVID-19 pandemic?

Participants – please share your comments.



Racial Disparities in COVID-19 
Deaths and Hospitalizations



African American COVID patient
transferred to a hospital in Brooklyn.



The New York Times Magazine Cover

May 8, 2020

How COVID-19 has 

revealed the deadly 

realities of a racially 

polarized America.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/01/magazine/behind-the-cover-race-and-covid-19.html


THE HEADLINES



DATA: NYS (excluding NYC) COVID-19 DEATHS

Race/Ethnicity % of COVID-19 Deaths % of Population:
NYS (excluding NYC) 

Asian 4% 4%

Black 18% 9%

Latinx 14% 12%

White 60% 74%

Other 4% 1%
Source: New York State Department of Health COVID-19 Tracker (testing data as of 6/9/2020)



Question for the Distinguished Panelists

Explain why you believe the COVID-19 pandemic 
is highlighting disparities in healthcare amongst 

people of color.



– Open Courageous Conversation –
Please type your response into the chat / comments.

How does the data showing who lives and who 
dies from COVID-19 highlight the racial 

disparities in the United States’ healthcare 
system?



– Open Courageous Conversation –
Please type your response into the chat / comments.

We will also elicit a few volunteers.

Margaret Wheatley in her article, “Willing to be Disturbed,” writes, 
“As we work together to restore hope for the future, we need to 

include a new and strange ally – our willingness to be disturbed.” 
She continues to write, “When we are disturbed, we change.”

What does society need to know in order to be 
disturbed enough to change?



Please click on the Google Doc link that has been 
posted in the chat box.

Take 5 minutes to

post anything you are feeling right now in 
regards to the current climate in our country 

and the fight for racial justice.

Collective Sharing



You are invited…



Keedron Bryant’s song, “I Just Wanna Live”




