
The following is a briefing for the week beginning June 15th on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

Happy Juneteenth!  June 19th, 1865, marks the day that tens of thousands of African-
Americans in Texas were emancipated, closing the door on one of the last chapters of slavery in 
the U.S.  Celebrations of June 19th have been observed regionally since, mostly in Southern 
states.  Juneteenth has been celebrated in Buffalo since 1976, instituted by the community 
based organization, B.U.I.L.D.  This week, by Executive Order, Governor Andrew Cuomo 
declared Juneteenth a State Holiday.  Cuomo will also advance legislation to make Juneteenth a 
state holiday next year, and he will consider making it a celebration as well.  Mayor Byron W. 
Brown announced Thursday that employees with the City of Buffalo will get a day off beginning 
next year for Juneteenth. This year’s Buffalo celebrations are month-long online events at 
juneteenthofbuffalo.com. 
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Last night, the Office of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Initiatives (CLRI) celebrated a 
virtual protest through the arts on Zoom and the Parent Center’s Facebook page.  Over 1500 
participants enjoyed performances of TALENTED teachers, students, MBK Scholars, 
administrators, and community members, interspersed with historic information and follow-up 
discussion.  Kudos to Associate Superintendent Dr. Fatima Morrell and the CLRI team for 
offering this well-orchestrated event that was a true soul-soother in uncertain times.  As we 
usher in change, this form of artistic expression lends impetus with an eye toward all that is 
good about reaching for a better future for mankind, while remembering the past.  You can 
watch here: Virtual Protest Archive. 



 

   
 
This week’s BPS heroes update includes the Service Center Trades, seen below repairing the 
gym wall at 304, the Service Center Inventory and Transportation departments, who work to 
deliver goods and homework assignments, and School 31 Chief Engineer Custodian Reginald 
Goston, after a deep clean to prepare for return of students. 

 

    
 

   
 
The dynamic team that makes all of the above run at top efficiency are Chief Operating Officer 
Jim Weimer; Director of School Plant Operations Barry Kirker; Service Center Dispatcher 
Jermain Booker; and Supervisor of Service Center Roy Adams.  Jermain assigns jobs for delivery 
and pick of mail, commodities, and was instrumental in sorting, delivery, and pick-up of 
homework assignments with transportation clerical staff during the pandemic. Roy is 
responsible for inventory and receiving, stocking, ordering, and job assignments in the entire 
Service Center.  He has also been heavily involved with coordination of deliveries of cleaning 
and homework supplies during the pandemic. Barry keeps the tremendous team effort of 
various groups - Local 264, the Professional Clerical Technical Association, and Buffalo Trades 
Department Employees - running like a well-oiled machine!  He credits COO Jim Weimer and 
Cabinet members for pitching in to the effort to succeed.   



 

   
Jim Weimer, Barry Kirker, Jermain Booker, and Roy Adams 

 

The above mentioned student work packets came in in droves at all of our meal distribution 
sites this week and last.  Waiting for the students for pick-up were new summer packets that 
the Service Center delivered.  Below is an example from Dr. Antonia Pantoja School #18.  
Imagine this multiplied by 28!  Our students are working and continuing to work.  Again, 
buildings are closed, but school is always in session! 
 

   
 

County Executive Mark Poloncarz reported to Frederick Law Olmsted School #156, the site for 
expanded testing on the East Side.  Here is a link to a short video of the swabbing process: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-prpSGgOElo. The public can call (716) 858-2929 for 
appointments for diagnostic or antibody testing, or for other general COVID-19 questions. 
 

 



 
This week, the BPS Parent Congress group, Most Valuable Parents (MVP), successfully 
conducted phase one of its citywide mask distribution initiative. In partnership with the Office of 
Parent and Family Engagement, Food Service Department and BPS Security, MVP solicited 
donations from individual, civic and community leaders and corralled dozens of community and 
parent volunteers who distributed over 3500 much-needed masks to families at 16 BPS Grab 
and Go meal sites throughout the city. Job well done, MVP!  
 

   
 

As high school gradations continue this week and next, virtual congratulatory messages have 
continued to come to us from local dignitaries who would typically speak at some of our 
graduations.  Please visit our website page devoted to the Class of 2020, and see this 
compilation of messages from those who advocate for our students, every day, of every month, 
of every year!  Thank you to all who care for and about our extraordinary students.  
 

     
2020 Graduations at Lafayette International (1 &2), and a red carpet approach at South Park (3)  
 
Lead with grace.  Be kind.  Kneel with someone who believes differently than you. 
 
Happy Father’s Day!  Be well.  Enjoy your summer. 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 


