
The following is a briefing for the week beginning May 25th on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

CITRS and CHARACTER COUNTS! have partnered to implement a groundbreaking, three-year, 
comprehensive character development initiative in 22 Buffalo Public Schools. The overarching 
goal of the initiative is to cultivate ethical, respectful, and caring school environments, in which 
students can thrive and succeed academically, socially, and emotionally. Approximately 14,000 
pre-K – 12 students in the City of Buffalo are benefiting from this initiative, as well as teachers, 
parents, and the surrounding community.  Please watch the video here. 

  

“It’s incredible to see what our teachers at West Hertel Academy #94 have accomplished since 
March 16th,” says Instructional Technology Coach Brian Meyer.  “Principal Nieman and Assistant 
Principal Barringer host grade level meetings for each grade once per week.  They also host a 
faculty-wide meeting on Friday mornings, and school leadership team meetings on 
Wednesdays.  Each Friday, one of School #94’s math teachers shares a fun activity - usually 
with a deck of cards or coins - something to keep the kids brains busy and something that they 
can do at home with their families. Teachers are hosting virtual office hours for Q&A at least 
one time per week, and they host virtual classrooms that some of the teachers have 
created.”  (See below.)  Brian adds, “The teachers really have done their best to stay ahead of 
the game - to keep it fresh and fun.  This is just a surface-scratching of all the hard work that is 
happening weekly at West Hertel.  It’s been a pleasure working through all of these digital 
projects with the teachers and the admin!” 
  

 
 
 

 



5th grade teacher Kristina Stumph, along with colleagues, ENL teacher Nicole Schiske, Special 
Education teacher at Native American Magnet #19 Aubrey Agugliaro, and Replacement Early 
Education Teacher at Waterfront #95 Julie Eberhart says, “We went out and delivered the first 
round of little care baggies for our kiddos today! It was so nice to see their smiles and surprise 
them!”  The four teachers provide daily instruction to their students via Lifesize chat. After each 
lesson, the kids log off and these outstanding educators discuss how it went and plan their next 
lesson.  “We decided it would be a nice idea to surprise the kids and all of their siblings with 
small gift bags filled with pencils, stickers, pins and a pencil sharpener to reward them for their 
hard work and dedication to learning during this difficult time. “I wish we were able to be in the 
classroom with these kiddos,” Ms. Stumph says, “but being able to do something small while 
being safe to put a smile on their faces is worth it!” 
 

     
 
Meanwhile, Bilingual Academy #33 Home and Careers teacher Krista Van Wagner writes “Our 
home and careers class at #33 is doing a virtual crepe competition with a few of my chef 
friends from around the world as judges. So much fun! The rubric is presentation, and their 
flipping of a crepe.”  What a fabulous and delicious way to teach culinary skills, add a little 
healthy competition, and stay engaged with teaching and learning that involves the entire 
family! 
 

   
 
After months of planning, the 2020 Parent and Family Engagement Summit took place 
yesterday and today.  To be sure, this year’s virtual celebration was approached with some 
trepidation because it is the District’s most widely attended parent event.  The worries were 
completely unfounded!  The event was virtually attended by 2,180 parents and caregivers.  Last 
night’s student celebration was wonderful, and you can see the extraordinary winners of the 



Superintendent’s 5As of Student Excellence by clicking here! This evening, we will honor 
amazing parents, caregivers and volunteers!  Congratulations to Dr. Ramona Reynolds and her 
stellar committees for upholding this event as the grand celebration it always is.  And 
congratulations to the student winners!  You can view a recap of both events at any time by 
visiting our Parent Centers Facebook page: facebook.com/BPSParentCenters 
 

 
 
Have a happy and safe weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 
 


