
The following is a briefing for the week beginning June 29th on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

Today, I proudly introduce you to the Division of Special Education under the direction of Kim 
Hoelscher.  The division has been working diligently for the past several months to make sure 
the needs of all the special education students were met during this challenging time of school 
closure and a move to remote learning in compliance with the Committee on Special Education.  
Administrators regularly communicated with teachers and assisted in the preparation of packets 
to send home to students.  Nearly 20,000 tele-therapy sessions for speech, OT, PT, Vision, 
Hearing and Counseling were coordinated by the Department and delivered to students through 
online platforms or phone calls, and Annual Review meetings were held remotely for over 3,500 
students. Many of  our students require assistive technology to support them in accessing the 
curriculum. To make this possible during closure, equipment was delivered to the students’ 
home or alternatives to the technology were provided for over 4,600 pieces of equipment.    
 
In preparation for summer professional development, a training was created for administrators 
on the Manifestation Determination Review Process.  Teachers can access training over the 
summer on the updated  teacher certification process and also High Leverage Practices for 
Educating Students with a Disability.  In preparation for the upcoming school year, the Division 
prepared training on Behavior Intervention Plans, Progress Monitoring of IEP Goals, and 
Specially Designed Instruction.   
 
The Department has also taken this opportunity to begin the process of maintaining student 
CSE folders on electronically. This has allowed for staff to complete CSE meetings without 
needing paper documentation, a process that will continue until paper copies are no longer 
necessary. Kim says, “The focus of all efforts will continue to be on the maintenance and 
growth of supports and services to our students.”  
 
Seen below, virtual CSE meetings will continue over the summer months to ensure adequate 
services for our younger students, including Special Class opportunities for our preschoo lers 
with disabilities requiring this service at 4 of our schools.  Kudos to Kim and her team of 
dynamic individuals who have cracked the code to delivering equitable and much needed 
resources to our students in the most difficult of times! 
 

 



The entire BPS Summer School program will take place through Schoology, our online learning 
management system.  Students in PK-6 will participate in virtual English and math classes as 
well as enrichment programming including the arts, science, physical education, and world 
languages. To support our students’ social and emotional wellness, restorative circles are built 
into daily programming, and specially designed culturally and linguistically responsive social and 
emotional lessons will reinforce mental health and wellness. Likewise, in summer school we are 
committed to the nurturing and positive development of our students as related to national 
discussions and topics on race and anti-racism, as well as literature criticality related to issues 
of social justice. 

Students in grades 7-12 will participate in virtual programming using curriculum designed in the 
Grad Point program, an online resource. Depending on identified need, students will take 
courses in  math, English language arts, science or social studies in grades 7-8 and courses in 
English language arts, science or social studies, health, Spanish, and Career and Financial 
Management in grades 9-12. Social workers and counselors will support students who might 
benefit from social and emotional supports this summer. Social workers will broker necessary 
services for students and families who are struggling.   

A web page will be available shortly to house and showcase various additional learning 
opportunities for all students, including recommended readings and websites, virtual museum 
tours and activities, and online multicultural learning resources.  Dates and Times: PK-6 
program runs July 6- August 14 (6 weeks), 7-8 program runs July 6 – July 31 (4 weeks), and 9-
12 program runs July 16 – August 12 (4 weeks). 

 

Say Yes Buffalo is hosting FREE Virtual Summer Camp (VSC) for up to 1,500 Buffalo Public 
School students in grades PK-6th!  Families can register at SayYesBuffalo.org/summer2020. 
Camp will run four weeks, July 20th – August 14th, Monday – Friday from 9:30 AM – 1:00 
PM.  Laptops and internet hotspots are available for families who need them on a first-come/ 
first-served basis.  Meal distribution can be arranged for families at select sites through both 
BPS Food Service (weekly food boxes) and the Feedmore WNY BackPack Program. 
Programming will be interactive, gets students moving, and helps to keep them light-
hearted.  VSC will not simply be a continuation of school-year distance learning, offered in 
addition to BPS Virtual Summer School.  Students and families who are enrolled in Virtual 
Summer School may also enroll to participate in enrichment activities as an extension of their 
Summer School day.  Our thanks to Say Yes Buffalo Executive Director David Rust and his 
Summer Camp team! 
  



 
 

The annual reorganizational meeting of the Buffalo Board of Education took place last night.  
Voted in for the 2020-2021 school year, Sharon Belton-Cottman will retain her Presidency, while 
Park District Representative Louis Petrucci will serve as Vice President of Executive Affairs, and 
Dr. Kathy Evans-Brown will serve as Vice President of Student Achievement.  Congratulations to 
all! 
 

 
 

June graduations are completed for the 2019-2020 school year, though we will have some 
students working diligently over the summer to pick up credits for August graduation!  Though 
it is unofficial, I am confident that the Buffalo Public Schools has continued the upward trend 
under my superintendency and will surpass our stated target of 70% for the year, over last 
year’s 63.8%.  Proud, smiling Burgard High School graduates, below.  
 



     
 
The weekly brief will be suspended for several weeks while we refresh, restore, and plan for the 
start of the new school year.   
 
Please have a safe and responsible July 4th weekend!   
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 

 
 


