
The following is a briefing for the week beginning May 25th on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

The Division of Student Support Services, department of Social Emotional Wellness 
facilitated its first Virtual Wellness Week, focused on exposing children and adults to a 

wide range of fun social emotional, physical and nutritional learning activities.  The daily 
activities included mindfulness and cooking activities, a daily power hour, line dancing, 
and much more.  More than 5,000 children and family members participated in BPS 

Wellness Week activities.  Good job, everyone! 
 

 

Meet Antonio Gwynn, an 18-year-old Hutch Tech senior who has an enormous heart 
and sees himself as a solution to a problem.  At a time of devastation in a 400-year 
battle for equality and justice, Antonio, who has seen his own share of personal 

devastation – with the loss of his dear mother in 2018 – decided to help others and the 
city he loves in his own way.  We applaud Antonio for doing his best to restore a 
neighborhood he loves and sees as beautiful.  Thank you, Antonio, for being 

upstanding, for being a solution-seeker, and for knowing when it’s time to roll up your 
sleeves and get the job done.  You are a model for all of us.  See the WKBW News 
story, “High school senior cleans Bailey Avenue in Buffalo for about 10 hours, starting at 

2 a.m.” 

 
 



In a WKBW News segment called “The future starts with us” Students Hopeful for the 
Future, four BPS My Brother's Keeper scholars discuss the protests going on all across 
the country and their hope for change. These young men are engaged in the Barack 
Obama initiative that teaches social justice and builds character through community 
service activities, and mentorship.  Dr. Fatima Morrell, BPS Associate Superintendent 

from the Office of Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Initiatives, leads the MBK 
program.  She says we need to be courageous and create more spaces to have these 
dialogues.  See the story for more, along with Dr. Morrell’s recommended reading list at 

the end of this brief. 

   
 

   
 

The Research Laboratory High School for Bioinformatics & Life Sciences @ Bennett 
#366, an Innovative High School that will graduate its first class this year, recently 
completed unique gene annotation research and presentation. When COVID-19 was 

declared a pandemic and the students’ learning platform switched to virtual learning, 
students had yet to begin their research. With tremendous determination and 
persistence, students applied the knowledge of bioinformatics applications to complete 

their research and met weekly in virtual discussions to better understand that data.  In 
conjunction with the University at Buffalo and Erie Niagara Area Health Care Education 
Center (ENAHEC), via an NIH Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA), students 

have been able to present gene annotation research for the past three years. Student 
Researchers include the teams of Dayna Flood & Bien Aimee Ishimwe, Fatma 
Abdulrahman & Sabina Bayrahtarova, and Suzan Habtezion & Armaad Humphrey.  Click 
on Virtual Poster Hall to see the winners’ work (below) up close!  Principal Angela Cullen 

says, “I am simply amazed by our students and their teacher Mrs. Mioducki, and so 
thankful for our partnership with the University at Buffalo!  Go Raptors!”  
 



 
 
School #53 Integrated Co-Teacher Tracy Starr-McIntosh recently received a call from 
the Buffalo Bills saying that she has been nominated by a colleague for the NFL’s 
Touchdown for Teachers award.  Out of 712 nominations this year, a panel of Bills and 

M & T bank read through them and choose two finalists.  Ms. Starr-McIntosh was 
chosen based on the extra activities that she volunteers for and coordinates at 
Community School #53.  This energetic teacher leads the student council, who in turn 

runs a food drive, fundraisers, school events and recently created the "Council's Closet" 
which is an in-house storage of clothing, hats, gloves, and jackets for any student in 
need.  She also works with the School Resource Unit on a mentor group with 7th and 

8th grade boys, using the G.R.E.A.T. (gang resistance education and training) 
curriculum.  “The mentor group has been going strong for about six years,” she says, 
“and I've been able to partner with community resources, allowing me to take the boys 

to local college sporting events, theater trips, and motivational speakers.  Speakers 
include Donyell Marshall (retired NBA player), Steven Means (NFL player), Shaq Lawson 
(NFL player), Murray Holman (Buffalo Peacemakers), Chief Young and several  Buffalo 

Police Officers, Terrance Heard (Board Member), Charles Brandy (Director of Social 
Studies/ Omega Psi Phi fraternity), and others.”   
 
Ultimately, Ms. Starr-McIntosh will receive an invitation to a Buffalo Bills game, where 

she will be on the field for warm-ups with the team, receive an engraved game ball, 
“and most importantly,” she notes, “I will receive a $1000 check to reinvest in my 

mentor program at #53��❤️.”   

 

   
File photos: K-9 Service Unit and Group High Five that ends every meeting 

 



Below is a summer reading list primer from Associate Superintendent Dr. Fatima Morrell 

of the BPS Office of Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Initiatives.  Knowledge is 
Power! 
 

 
 

Be wise, be safe this weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 

Superintendent 
 


