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10.3 Performance Assessment 

Introduction 

In this four-lesson Module Performance Assessment, students enhance their research from the module 

by using technology to publish a podcast. The assessment presents a departure from the module’s 

research and writing focus by allowing students an opportunity to showcase their learning in a different 

format: an oral presentation. Each student produces his or her own five-minute podcast and also 

participates in a forum to discuss reactions to their podcasts with an audience of at least three other 

students/staff/community members. Students do not simply reproduce, but enrich their research-based 

argument papers through the strategic use of digital media to enhance understanding of their findings, 

reasoning, and evidence. Following the podcast, students have an opportunity to reflect on their 

research and choose effective pieces to share with an audience; additionally, this forum allows students 

to engage with an audience about their research, using the written paper and podcast for support. 

Each of the four lessons is likely to last one class period. However, timing may vary depending on 

individual class schedules and student scaffolding needs. 

This Performance Assessment is evaluated using the Speaking and Listening Rubric for standards SL.9-

10.4, SL.9-10.5, and SL.9-10.6. 

Standards  

Assessed Standard(s) 

SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically 

such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 

development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

Addressed Standard(s) 

None. 
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Prompt 

Over the course of this module, you have analyzed an issue in response to your problem-based 

question. You have developed your understanding of the issue through research, and arrived at your 

own perspective. You have presented your central claim, supporting claims, counterclaims, reasoning, 

and evidence in a formal research-based argument paper.  

PROMPT 

Build on the analysis you did for your research-based argument paper by producing a five-minute 

podcast. Synthesize your research and offer salient points of the research in an engaging oral 

presentation that demonstrates command of formal spoken English. Your podcast should detail your 

central claim, two supporting claims with relevant and sufficient evidence, and one counterclaim with 

corresponding limitations (rebuttals). Further, your podcast should present information, findings, and 

supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow your line of 

reasoning. 

Once published, an audience of at least three peers, adults, or a mix of both, will listen to your podcast, 

and the audience will offer different perspectives or counterclaims and questions they have about the 

research presented. As a culminating event for this module, you will discuss the “audience” reactions 

to your podcast in a small group discussion forum.  

 This Performance Assessment utilizes oral presentation technology, such as Voice Thread, 

Garage Band, or Audacity to create a podcast. In the case of Voice Thread, students can 

comment on peers’ presentations directly on the site. With traditional technology used to 

record podcasts, students will listen to presentations and reserve discussion for the small 

group forums (to be held on the module’s final days). 

 Though this Performance Assessment assumes podcast technology, other forms of self-

publication are equally valid. Depending on the resources available, consider having students 

create a multimedia document within Microsoft Word, a multimedia PDF, or a multimedia 

document in Google Drive.   

 The last two days of this Module Performance Assessment follows a small group discussion 

format. Teachers are encouraged to invite adults, including other staff and community 

members, to participate in these small groups by listening to student podcasts and then 

engaging in the discussions that follow. 
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High Performance Response(s) 

A High Performance Response should: 

 Clearly articulate the central claim, two supporting claims with evidence, and one counterclaim 

with corresponding limitations (rebuttals).  

 Reconceptualize the research-based argument paper to modify the written document into an 

oral presentation.  

 Make strategic use of the audio podcast format to enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence.  

Standard-Specific Demands of the Performance Assessment 

This Module Performance Assessment requires students to meet numerous demands required by the 

ELA/Literacy Standards for grades 9–10.  

Through deep engagement with texts and the research process, students have practiced delineating, 

evaluating, and making specific claims and arguments. Additionally, students have edited, revised, and 

refined their writing through the preparation and completion of a research-based argument paper. The 

learning throughout this module provided a solid foundation, enabling students to work independently 

and efficiently to craft a response to the Performance Assessment prompt.  

This Performance Assessment requires students to reconceptualize their research-based argument 

papers and modify their written documents into oral presentations. The Performance Assessment 

demands that students present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 

logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning; the podcast organization, development, 

substance, and style must also be appropriate to purpose, audience, and task (SL.9-10.4). The 

Performance Assessment further asks students to make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, 

graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of 

findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest (SL.9-10.5). Finally, this assessment requires 

students to adapt speech to both podcast and discussion forum contexts and tasks while 

demonstrating command of formal English (SL.9-10.6). 

Process 

The Module Performance Assessment requires students to synthesize salient information from their 

research-based argument papers according to the time and content requirements of the assessment. 

Additionally, students take into consideration any teacher feedback they may have received during the 

preparation of their research-based argument paper such that the organization, development, 

substance, and style of the end product is appropriate for the purpose, audience, and task. Students 

prepare the content for the presentations, familiarize themselves with the podcast technology to be 
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used, and record/upload their presentations. The podcast should not be simply an oral version of 

students’ research papers, but should instead enhance analysis, leveraging the flexibility of digital 

media to offer a dynamic lens through which to understand their research and add interest to it. 

Finally, students discuss the podcast with an “audience” composed of peers, adults, or a mix of both, 

who offer their reactions, perspectives, and questions about the research presented. 

 See the 10.3 Introduction to Research Module for ELA/Literacy for suggestions about preparing 

students for this assessment over the course of the module. 

 

Lesson 1 

Based on the Module Performance Assessment prompt, students prepare scripts for their podcasts. 

Instruct students to produce a five-minute podcast that clearly articulates the central claim, two 

supporting claims with evidence, and one counterclaim with corresponding limitations (rebuttals). 

Remind students that this assessment requires them to reconceptualize their research-based argument 

papers from a written document to an oral presentation. The presentations cannot be simply a reading 

of their papers, but should make strategic use of the audio podcast format to enhance understanding 

of their findings, reasoning, and evidence. Explain that the podcast medium affords them the 

opportunity to select the most effective or dynamic pieces of their research to share orally. Explain 

that this assessment, while different from a formal written exam because it incorporates technology 

and oral presentation practices, is also metacognitive in nature, and therefore a way to build upon and 

refine knowledge of the research.  

 Consider showing students guidelines for podcast scripting from http://www.nmsu.edu/ 

(search terms: writing podcast script). 

 Remind students of the 10.3.3 Lesson 11 homework: Listen to the first 22 minutes, 7 seconds 

of the Science Weekly podcast featuring an interview with Rebecca Skloot, author of The 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. Use the Speaking and Listening Rubric to assess the podcast 

for standards SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.5, and SL.9-10.6. The podcast may be found at the following 

link: http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/audio/2010/jun/21/science-weekly-podcast-

henrietta-lacks-rebecca-skloot. Explain that the homework has a twofold purpose: It serves as 

an exemplar for this Module Performance Assessment, and it introduces a new part of the 

Speaking and Listening Rubric that will be used to evaluate their podcasts. Completion of this 

homework is necessary to ensure students are prepared for the Module Performance 

Assessment. 

 Students may wish to produce their podcasts individually or work in pairs to produce podcasts 
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that follow an interview-style format. In the case of the latter, one student would be the 

interviewer, while the student whose paper is being discussed would be the interviewee. 

Students would then switch roles for the subsequent podcast. In both podcasts, the student 

serving as interviewee would be the individual responsible for preparing the script of that 

particular podcast. 

Lesson 2 

Students complete podcast scripts, then spend time orienting to the podcast technology selected for 

their class. Certain technologies may require students to set up an account, as is the case with Voice 

Thread, but regardless of technology used, all students should spend time familiarizing themselves 

with the technology and practicing their presentations. When preparation is complete, students record 

their podcasts. 

Lesson 3 

Students divide into groups of 4–5 audience members and listen to the podcasts of each of their group 

members. While listening, audience members note their own perspectives, counterclaims, or questions 

they may have regarding the research shared in the podcast on the Podcast Audience Tool. After each 

podcast, the group will have a 5–8 minute discussion about the podcast. 

Lesson 4 

Students continue the small group discussion forums with the same small groups from the previous 

lesson. After each student presenter finishes the forum, the audience members evaluate the podcast 

and the student presenter’s contributions to the forum by using the Speaking and Listening Rubric for 

standards SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.5, and SL.9-10.6.  

 To introduce diversity in perspective, teachers are encouraged to include adults (additional 

staff, community members, etc.) in student discussion groups. 
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10.3 Module Performance Assessment 

 

Text-Based Response 

 

Your Task: Build on the analysis you did for your research-based argument paper by producing a five-

minute podcast. Synthesize your research and offer salient points of the research in an engaging oral 

presentation that demonstrates command of formal spoken English. Your podcast should detail your 

central claim, two supporting claims with relevant and sufficient evidence, and one counterclaim with 

corresponding limitations (rebuttals). Further, your podcast should present information, findings, and 

supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow your line of reasoning. 

Once published, an audience of at least three peers, adults, or a mix of both will listen to your podcast, 

and offer different perspectives or counterclaims and questions they have about the research you 

presented. As a culminating event for this module, you will discuss the “audience” reactions to your 

podcast in a small group discussion forum.  

Your response will be assessed using the Speaking and Listening Rubric for standards SL.9-10.4, SL.9-

10.5, and SL.9-10.6. 

Guidelines 

Be sure to: 

 Closely read the prompt. 

 Organize your claims, evidence, and counterclaim. 

 Prepare a podcast script that responds directly to all parts of the prompt. 

 Demonstrate command of formal English when recording your podcast.  

 

CCSS: SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.5, and SL.9-10.6 

Commentary on the Task: 

This task measures SL.9-10.4 because it demands that students:  

o Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners 

can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate 

to purpose, audience, and task.  

This task measures SL.9-10.5 because it demands that students: 

o Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 
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presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

This task measures SL.9-10.6 because it demands that students: 

o Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 

indicated or appropriate. 
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Podcast Audience Tool 

Name:  Class:  Date:  

 

Directions: Use the following tool to record your thoughts and reactions to the podcast. 

Presenter: 

Research Topic: 

Central Claim: 

My perspective(s) on the 
information presented 

My counterclaim(s) to the 
information presented 

Questions I have about the 
information presented 
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Speaking and Listening Rubric  

Assessed Standards: SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.5, SL9-10.6 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

 

  

 2-Point Participation 1-Point Participation 0-Point Participation 

C
la

ri
ty

 

SL
.9

-1
0

.4
 

Presents information with a 
high level of clarity, 
conciseness, and logic, such 
that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning. The 
organization, development, 
substance, and style of the 
presentation are effectively 
appropriate to the purpose, 
audience, and task. 

Presents information with a 
clarity, conciseness, and 
logic, such that listeners can 
follow the line of reasoning. 
The organization, 
development, substance, and 
style of the presentation are 
appropriate to the purpose, 
audience, and task. 

Presents information without 
clarity, conciseness, and 
logic, making it difficult for 
listeners to follow the line of 
reasoning. The organization, 
development, substance, and 
style of the presentation are 
inappropriate for the 
purpose, audience, and task. 

M
e

d
ia

 U
ti

liz
at

io
n

 

SL
.9

-1
0

.5
 

Skillfully and strategically uses 
digital media in presentations 
to add interest and to 
enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

Makes effective use of digital 
media in presentations to 
add some interest and to 
enhance some understanding 
of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

Makes little or ineffective use 
of digital media in 
presentations to add interest 
or to enhance understanding 
of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

Sp
e

e
ch

 

SL
.9

-1
0

.6
 

Effectively demonstrates a 
strong command of formal 
English and the ability to 
adapt speech to the task and 
context of the presentation. 

Demonstrates a command of 
formal English and the ability 
to adapt speech to the task 
and context of the 
presentation. 

Demonstrates some 
command of formal English 
and some ability to adapt 
speech to the task and 
context of the presentation. 
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Speaking and Listening Checklist  

Assessed Standards: SL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.5, SL9-10.6 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

 Did I… ✔ 

 Prepare my podcast in a manner that ensures it is presented 
clearly, concisely and logically such that my audience will be 
able to follow my line of reasoning? 

 

Clarity Ensure that my podcast’s organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate for my purpose, 
audience, and task? 

 

 Make strategic use of digital media to add interest to my 
podcast?  

Media Utilization Use the technology to enhance my findings, reasoning, and 
evidence?  

 Demonstrate a command of formal English? 

 

Speech Understand my assignment and adapt my speech 
accordingly to the task and the context of using podcast 
technology? 
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