
Name ______________________________________________ Date __________________ 
Grade 5 Lesson 6 
 
Use the article titled “Quest for the Tree Kangaroo“ by Sy Montgomery on pages 174-189 in 
your student reader to answer the questions below.                                                                    
 
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. In paragraph 4 on page 183, why does the author say that “everyone will help” with the 
procedure? Use two details from the text to support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________  

 
2. What is the main idea of paragraphs 5 through 7 on page 180? Use two details from the 

text to support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Use the article titled “Quest for the Tree Kangaroo“ by Sy Montgomery on pages 174-189 and 
“Why Koala has No Tail?” by Vivian Fernander pages 194-198 in your student reader to answer 
the question below.         
                                                            
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer question 3. 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

3.  Both “Quest for the Tree Kangaroo, “and “Why Koala Has No Tail” describe the tree 
kangaroo.  How are the descriptions different? How does the genre of each text influence 
the way the tree kangaroo is described? Use details from both the article and the story to 
support your response.  

In your response be sure to  

• explain how each text describes the tree kangaroo 
• explain how the descriptions differ 
• explain how the genre of each text influences the way the tree kangaroo is 

described  
• use details from the text to support your response 

 
 

  



 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RI.5.1, W.5.2 
 
RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 
 
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
Stem used: In paragraph X, why does the [character]? Use two details from the text to support 
your response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

Because anesthesia can be dangerous, several pairs of hands and eyes are needed to work 
with and monitor the tree kangaroos during the collar fitting and exam.  When the animal is 
asleep, the team works quickly to take the animal’s vital signs. Having everyone help ensures the 
procedure will go quickly and minimize injury to the animal.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. In paragraph 4 on page 183, why does the author say that “everyone will help” 
with the procedure? Use two details from the text to support your response. 



 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s)   RI.5.2, W.5.2 
 
RI.5.2  Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 
 
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
Stem used: What is the main idea of paragraphs # through #? Use two details from the 
story/article to support your response. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
 

The main idea of paragraphs 5 through 7 on page 180 is that this is a scientific expedition 
and the team’s goal is to collect accurate data. The crew has set up an exam table with medical 
supplies, measuring tools, and data sheets. The author writes, “Every details is important,” and 
describes how the animals are carefully weighed. These details support the idea that the crew is 
gathering evidence and making observations as part of their mission.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  What is the main idea of paragraphs 5 through 7 on page 180? Use two details 
from the text to support your response.  

 
              



 
Exemplary Response - 4 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s)   RI.5.9, W.5.2 
 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. 
 
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
Stem used: Gr 6: Both “X” and “Y” describe Z. How are the descriptions different? Why was Z 
important to/for …? Use details from both articles to support your response. RI.6.9 
 
 
Use the article titled “Quest for the Tree Kangaroo“ by Sy Montgomery on pages 174-189 and 
“Why Koala has No Tail?” by Vivian Fernander pages 194-198 in your student reader to answer 
the question below.         
                                                              
Directions 
   Read the article.  Then answer question 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Both “Quest for the Tree Kangaroo, “and “Why Koala Has No Tail” describe the tree 
kangaroo.  How are the descriptions different? How does the genre of each text influence 
the way the tree kangaroo is described? Use details from both the article and the story to 
support your response.  

In your response be sure to  

• explain how each text describes the tree kangaroo 
• explain how the descriptions differ 
• explain how the genre of each text influences the way the tree kangaroo is 

described  
• use details from the text to support your response 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
 Both the “Quest for the Tree Kangaroo” and “Why Koala Has No Tail” describe the tree 
kangaroo. However, the descriptions are different because the genre of each text influences the 
way the tree kangaroo is described. 
 

In the informative article, “Quest for the Tree Kangaroo” the author uses scientific 
observations to find and describe the tree kangaroo. According to the text on page 179, the 
trackers search for trees the kangaroo likes to eat, and as a result, they find a kangaroo in the 
tree. The author also use scientific measurements within the article to explain the tree kangaroo. 
The scientists determine that the female kangaroo weighs 6.4 kilograms.  Also, on page 185 the 
author describes the kangaroo’s body temperature and respiration. 

 
On the other hand, the author of the myth “Why Koala Has No Tail” describes the tree 

kangaroo using human character traits.  Myths are stories that try to explain why things are the 
way they are; they usually provide a moral lesson. Myths also may use animals as characters with 
human traits. For instance, the reader knows that Tree Kangaroo is hard working and determined 
because the tree kangaroo continues on the journey to find water despite the laziness of Koala. 
Tree Kangaroo continued to dig alone for water even when her front paws were scratched and 
aching. Tree Kangaroo is persistent and doesn’t give up until she finds water.  

 
These descriptions are very different. The informative article uses scientific observation 

to describe the tree kangaroo, while the myth describes the tree kangaroo using human qualities. 
This is because the article is non-fiction and is meant to share information.  The myth, on the 
other hand, is fiction and has a different purpose, which is to explain why koalas don’t have tails 
and to teach a lesson about hard work.  
 

 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
 
Other relevant text-based details  
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 
 
 


