
Name: _________________________________        Date:___________________                  
Grade 5      Lesson 7 

   
Use the novel excerpt from Old Yeller by Fred Gipson on pages 208-219 in your student reader 
to answer the question below.  
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. On pages 211 - 213, why does Travis react differently than Little Arliss to the situation of 
the charging bear? Use two details from the story to support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________  
___________________________________________ 

 
2. What theme is supported by paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 219? Use two details from the 

story to support your response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 
Use the novel excerpt from Old Yeller by Fred Gipson on pages 208-219 in your student reader 
to answer the question below.  
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

3.  How do Travis’s feelings about Old Yeller change from the beginning of the story to the 
end of the story? What causes his feelings to change? Use details from the story to 
support your response. 
 
In your response be sure to  

• explain how Travis feels about Old Yeller at the beginning of the story 
• explain how Travis feels at the end of the story 
• tell what causes Travis’s feelings to change 
• give details showing how and why Travis’s feelings changed 

 



  
 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.3, W.5.4 
 
RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact.) 
 
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Stem Used:  Why does [character A] react differently than [character B] to X?  
  
Pages 211-213 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Possible Exemplary Response:  
 

Travis, who is older and not in the path of the bear, responds quickly to the situation. He 
runs to Little Arliss to help save him from the bear. Travis says, “I strained for every lick of speed 
I could get out of my running legs.” On the other hand, Little Arliss, in the middle of the situation, 
panics. He cannot think straight. He is unable to react and let go of the bear cub. Mama screams 
at Little Arliss, telling him to turn the bear cub loose. “But Little Arliss wouldn’t do it.” 
 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Travis is older and more responsible. Little Arliss is just a little boy. 
● Travis has had experience with a bear before. Little Arliss hadn’t.  
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 
 
 
 
 

1. On pages 211-213, why does Travis react differently than Little Arliss to the 
situation of the charging bear? Use two details from the story to support your 
answer. 

  



  
 

 
 
 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.2, W.5.4 
 
RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects 
upon a topic; summarize the text. 
 
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Stem Used:  What theme is supported by paragraphs # through #? Use two details from the 
story/article to support your response. 
 
Pages 212-215 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
 The theme of the story is that dangerous situations can bring people together. Travis 
didn’t think much of his brother. “I liked him all right, but I didn’t have much use for him.”  After 
the incident with Little Arliss and the bear, he came to realize how much his brother meant to 
him. He said, “I knew then that I loved him as much as I did Mama and Papa, maybe in some ways 
even a little bit more.” 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● “…it didn’t seem to me like he was hardly worth the bother of putting up with.” 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 

2. What theme is supported by paragraphs 1 and 2 on page 219? Use two details 
from the story to support your response. 

  



  
 

 
Exemplary Response - 4 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.3, W.5.4 
 
RL.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, 
or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.  
 
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Stem Used:   
Gr. 5: How does [character] feel about X? Use two details from the story to support your 
response. 
Gr 6: How does [character] feel about X at the beginning, middle and end of the story? What 
causes her/his feelings to change? Use details from the story to support your response.  (4 pt) 
      
 
Pages 208-219 
 
Use the novel excerpt from Old Yeller by Fred Gipson on pages 208-219 in your student reader 
to answer the question below.  
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
   
 In the excerpt from Old Yeller, at first Travis did not like the dog. But because of what Old 
Yeller did one day to protect Travis and Little Arliss, Travis came to love Old Yeller.  

In the beginning of the story, Travis did not like Old Yeller. He “thinks the mangy animal 
is nothing but a ‘meat-stealing rascal.’” But one day when Travis was chopping wood, he heard 

3.  How do Travis’s feelings about Old Yeller change from the beginning of the story to the 
end of the story? What causes his feelings to change? Use details from the story to 
support your response. 
 
In your response be sure to  

• explain how Travis feels about Old Yeller at the beginning of the story 
• explain how Travis feels at the end of the story 
• tell what causes Travis’s feelings to change 
• give details showing how and why Travis’s feelings changed 



  
 

Little Arliss screaming. Arliss was pulling a bear cub’s tail, and the mama bear was charging at 
Little Arliss. Travis and their mother could not reach Arliss in time to save him. 

Then Old Yeller came running and attacked the bear. “He wasn’t one-third as big and 
heavy as the she bear, but when he piled into her from one side, he rolled her clear off her feet.” 
The dog got injured, but continued to attack the bear until everyone got safely away.  
 The dog did whatever he could to save the people. He was a very loyal dog and wanted 
to protect his family. He could have gotten killed himself. Since that time, Travis loved the dog. 
As it said at the end of the story, “So it was only natural for me to come to love the dog that saved 
him (Little Arliss).” 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● p. 217 “Old Yeller, though, all he did was come bounding in to jump on us and lick us in the 

face and bark so loud that there, inside the cabin, the noise nearly made us deaf.” 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 
 
 
 


