
 
Grade 5 LESSON  7      “Old Yeller”  by Fred Gipson,  pp. 208-219 
STANDARD 
RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or 
poem. 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
Which evidence best supports 
the claims the author makes in 
paragraph X? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraphs # and # are 
connected because … (paragraph 
# confirms, shows, tells, 
describes …)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which evidence best supports the claim the 
author makes in paragraph 3 on page 219? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How are paragraphs 1 through 3 on p. 211 
connected? 

Claim:  “He (Travis) couldn’t do enough for Old 
Yeller.”  In other words, he was very thankful to Old 
Yeller for stopping the bear.  
Evidence:   
-p.219 “But that day when I saw him (Old Yeller) in 
the spring, so helpless against the angry she bear, I 
learned different. I knew then that I loved him as 
much as I did Mama and Papa, maybe in some ways 
even a little bit more. So it was only natural for me 
to come to love the dog that saved him.  
 
 
The first paragraph tells that Little Arliss is a 
screamer. 
The second paragraph tells us that these screams 
are different; students must infer that Arliss is in real 
danger. 
The third paragraph tells us that Travis is very tired 
from chopping wood.  

-p.211 “A minute before, I’d been so tired out 
with my rail splitting that I couldn’t have struck 
a trot.” 

-But the third paragraph also explains that Travis 
raced “through the tall trees in that creek bottom, 
covering ground like a scared wolf.” 
- Students must infer that in an emergency, 
adrenaline kicks in and people have the energy to do 
something they normally couldn’t. 



STANDARD 
RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or 
poem. 
 
QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 
How do paragraphs # and # 
contribute to the development of 
the article? 
 

How do paragraphs 1 and 2 on p. 210 
contribute to the development of Travis’ 
character? 

Readers learn from these paragraphs that Travis is a 
hard worker who pushes himself.   
 
Details include: 

• “Swinging the axe was sure hard work.” 
• “The sweat poured off me”  
• “My back muscles ached.” 
• “… got harder and harder to breathe.” 
• “An hour before sundown I was worn down 

to a nub.” 
 

STANDARD 
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
What can the reader infer from 
paragraphs X through Y? 
 

What can the reader infer from paragraphs 
4 and 5 on p. 211? 
 

-We can infer that Little Arliss is screaming because 
he is in a frightening situation with a bear.  
-Evidence:  “…way off to one side I heard a sound I 
would have recognized anywhere. It was the 
coughing roar of a charging bear.” 
 
 
 

 


