
 

Grade 5 LESSON  8      “Everglades Forever: Restoring America’s Great Wetland” by Trisha Marx, pp. 237-249  

STANDARD 
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

Which statement best expresses 
a main idea of the article?  
 

Which statement on p. 249 best expresses a 
main idea of the article?  
 
 
 

A main idea of the article is that people’s habits 
and behaviors affect the survival of the 
Everglades.  
 
This is supported on p. 249: “They had learned 
that they, too, were a part of the Everglades, 
connected in the same circle of life with the 
tiniest insect and largest alligator. They knew 
that someday in the not-too-distant future, 
responsibility for the Everglades would pass on 
to them.” 
 
 
 
 

STANDARD 
RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in a text or part of a text. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

How does the author organize 
this article? 
 

How does the author organize the article 
“Everglades Forever: Restoring America’s 
Great Wetland”? 

- pp. 238-246 
The author follows the sequence of the 
students’ field trip with detailed descriptions of 
each area (habitat) of the Everglades that they 
visit along the trail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STANDARD 
RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to 

the development of the ideas. 
 

QUESTION FRAME TEXT SPECIFIC QUESTION POSSIBLE RESPONSES 

The author most likely includes 
this description of X to -- 
(emphasize, demonstrate, 
provide) 
 

Why does the author most likely include 
this description of the Everglades on pages 
246-247? 

- pp. 246-247    
The description is most likely included to 
demonstrate to readers the uniqueness of this 
experience for the students because of the 
large variety of habitats there are in the 
Everglades.   
As the students’ teacher Mr. Stone says, “You 
are not going to find silence like this anyplace 
else in the world.” This is because there is no 
other habitat like the everglades anywhere else 
in the world.  The Everglades is unique because 
of the number of varied habitats it supports. 

 


