
Name ______________________________________________ Date __________________ 
Grade 5 Lesson 9 
 
Use the story titled “Storm Warriors” by Elisa Carbone on pages 266 to 277 in your student reader 
to answer the questions below.                                                             
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. Why does Nathan react differently than the surfmen towards the injured? Use two 
details from the text to support your response. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the meaning of the surfmen’s motto, “You have to go out, but you don’t have to 
come back,” in paragraph 3 on page 270?  Use two details from the text to support your 
response.  
 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Use the story titled “Storm Warriors” by Elisa Carbone on pages 266 to 277 in your student reader 
to answer the question below.                  
                                                    
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does Nathan’s mood change from the beginning to the end of the story? Why does his mood 
change?  Use details from the story to support your response. 
 

In your response be sure to  

 explain Nathan’s mood at beginning of the story 

 explain Nathan’s mood at the end of the story 

 explain why his mood changes 
 use details from the story to support your response 

 



 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2 
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 
RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
Stem used: Why does [character A] react differently than [character B] to X? Use two details 
from the text to support your response. 

 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
Nathan reacts differently towards the injured than the surfmen do because he has 

medical knowledge. While the others are strong and physically skilled, they don’t have medical 
knowledge. According to page 274, Nathan recalls the words from the medical books as a young 
sailor is pulled from the wreckage bleeding and says, “Treat the bleeding first, then the 
hypothermia.”  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Why does Nathan react differently than the surfmen towards the injured? 
Use two details from the text to support your response. 



 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.4, W.5.2 
RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
Stem used: What is the meaning of the phrase “X” in paragraph #?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
 
On page 270, the motto, “You have to go out, but you don’t have to come back” conveys 

the dangers the surfmen face when they rescue people during storms on the sea. “Going out” 
and “coming back” suggests that as surfmen, it is their duty to go out and save people, but there 
is no guarantee that they will survive and “come back.” As Nathan watches Mr. Meekins and Mr. 
Pugh from the shore, he realizes the dangers involved and the amount of courage that is needed 
to be a surfman.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2-point rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What is the meaning of the surfmen’s motto, “You have to go out, but you don’t 
have to come back,” in paragraph 3 on page 270?  Use two details from the text to 
support your response.  
 

              



 
Exemplary Response - 4 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s)   RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2 
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 
RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
 
Stem used: How does [character’s] mood change from the beginning to the end of (passage)?  
 
In your student reader, use the story titled “Storm Warriors“ by Elisa Carbone on pp. 266-277 to 
answer the question below.  
                                                               
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 

In the beginning of the story, Nathan is depressed because he is not brave enough to walk 
into the waves like the surfmen. However, his mood improves when is able to help an injured 
sailor.  

At first, Nathan wants to be a surfman.  But, he realizes his dream of becoming a surfman 
is over when does not have the courage to run into the sea during the storm.  He watches the 
brave men with a sick feeling in his stomach.  His dream blows away as quickly as the foam off 
the waves. 

Then, events cause Nathan’s mood to improve.  An injured sailor is brought to shore by 
the surfmen.  Nathan looks at the young sailor with the bloody gash and says automatically, 
“Treat the bleeding first, then the hypothermia.” Suddenly, he realizes that his studying has been 
useful.  Mr. Browser also seems pleased by Nathan’s medical knowledge and leaves him to attend 
the injured while he goes to help the other men. As he helps treat the injured sailor, words from 
the medical books come to his mind and build his confidence. Others around him also seem 
confident in Nathan, including Mrs. Gardiner. When the injured sailor asks, “Ain’t he young to be 
a doctor?” Mrs. Gardiner assures him and says, “He seems to know what to do, dear.”  

Although Nathan is depressed in the beginning, by the end of the story, Nathan is proud; 
he stands with the surfmen while the captain of the ship says, “My good men… we owe you our 

3. How does Nathan’s mood change from the beginning to the end of the story? Why does his 
mood change?  Use details from the story to support your response. 
 

In your response be sure to  

 explain Nathan’s mood at beginning of the story 

 explain Nathan’s mood at the end of the story 

 explain why his mood changes 
 use details from the story to support your response 

 



lives.”  
 

Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4-point rubric 


